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ward to the reſt prepared for us. We are, un- 


ee, . 


God, is created is rig 
by Chriſt Jeſus. 
Li 


my — duty to A * | 
are thus made MEMBERS of. 1. that, unleſs 1 KB 2 
God, and INHERITORS of the. bingdow of "KY 


of Chriſt and 
2. we e are ſtrangers to God, and, TY co 
mugs moors fo val one GO. 1 


do we attend w theſe things with that 9 
their importance demands ? Are we ear- 
neſt and defirous of obtaining theſe privileges ? 
=» "ids whas = jew or » rurk b chriſtian. Do 
we make the intereſt of our fouls our firſt and 
'contern'? On the contrary, does not the 


BI ever thick of our en be 
— enter in at the fruit gate? Do we ſee 


4 and deſire to be cloathed with 
er — —— 
2 rare Aye Ar er pores 


= d of fin, we are DE 

Fe >. of God; if we ſee our danger, the remedy is nigh | 
tt hand. Turn ye to the Lord Jefus, and he will 
2 IE Ba gone your wonties, pocient 
By _ oaks. O! cry mightily unto him for pardon, and 
* ee end do nt term 80 unleſs he blen 
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Re ES wr 

care to inſtruct the ignorant? Do you teach them 
the way of ſalvation? Alas! few of you (I fear) 
have found the way yourſelves. O! beg of GG 
to open your eyes before it be too late. Rement © 
ber, if the ſouls committed to your care periſh © 
for want of your inſtruction, they indeed will die is 
their iniquity, but their blood will God require at your 
hands. | ST N et pe 
My brethren, bear with me; for, however GW 
agreeable it may be, I am doing no more than + ; 
my duty. Conſider not who ſpeaks, but what is E 
| — It is certainly worth your while, for your /-: 4. 3 
own ſakes, to conſider whether theſe things are fo. > 

Be careful then to teach all committed to your _ 
care, what they are by nature, and what they m ʒ]t 
be made by grace, if ever they expe&t to ſee the - 
face of God to their comfort. Be not 

, becauſe they are able to repeat the catechs 
rote, (when not one in ten thouſand of them knows 
any thing of the intent and meaning of it) bug 
kellicizonn that —— 2 - 
uſe all means in rw pore DI 
the neceſſity of a thorough change in their nam, 
ſo that they may becoine members of 
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© SEXPOSITION f 
2 ene of beove. Beg 
1 4 " you ure inftrufting them in the great truths of 
 Ebviſtiuaity, they may be imprinted on your own 
Fe are in earneſt, and firicere in this 
ee exerciſe God will give you his bleſſing. 
- Fintreat this of you for your own ſakes, and for 
| thoſe poor fouls fakes who are committed to 
3 e |} 
* 2 
"If this freedom gives offence, I may fay, B 
thive xot 4 cauſe ? For how few parents are there 
Ws take the leaſt care of this? How few take 
_* Half, nay, à tenth part of the pains that their 
1 ehildren may be faved, which they do to make 
den come genteely into a room ? Who takes half 
3 7 the pains to fave their fouls, as they do to teach 
muten how to fave their money? In ſhort, who is 
© thete, that, by inftruftion, example, and all other 
? Tenne bodies and fouls in bell? God 
= Knows and fees the ſcandalous behaviour of too 


Oo can witneſs to the truth of it. And yet all 
Juſtify us; we fie no need of a medzater, nor the 


2 - neceſſity of a better righteouſneſs than our own to f 
1 w, nor the want of fupernatural power id 


us. 


moſt abominable hypocrify and mockery f Gο⁹,ůs 

coming tochurch, and attending ovrward ares 
1 nies, while our hearts are thus 
1 and lifeleſs? Why, we may reap as much advitie« 
tage in a Turi e, or a Jews ſynagogue. - 


maſk, let us not be hypocrites, but, if we believe. 
the goſpel, for God's fake Jer us be in carneſt, M 
not fleep upon the brink of the dottoiniels pit. 
Ny beloved brethren, what I have faid WW 
I affure you, (and from my ſoul 1 ſpeak. ir) tm 
2 true and real defire of minifring to your fa Ws 
I am ſenſible offences will come. I wiſh 1 c 
wound you ſenſibiy: For (to uſe the words e 
great man) *I muſt make you hate me, or has » i 
< yourſelves: you muſt either hate me for ſpeak. «© 
ing the truth, or hate your own ſinful and 
Since then theſe things are ſo, be perſuaded tw 

conſider your ways and be wiſe: look through the © 
weakneſs of the inſtrument that addreſſes you, and 
be convinced that God now calls you to repentance 
[ ſenſe of your fins, and beg of God to give o 
vinced of fin, who are in earneſt in theſe points, © i 


us'to fre them pardoned and forgiven through the 3 
died of the lamb ! Pour thy holy ſpirit upon us, | 
| that we may be enabled to ſerve and pleaſe thee in 
newnek of life. Hear us, O Lord, for thy mercy 
gent; and, after the multitude of thy mercy; 
upon us, through Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer; 
ho, with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth and 

ever one God, world without end. . 
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+HESE words are the ſolemn 
Chriſt himſelf. 


his word to linful man, 
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2 band ; repent ge, and believe 
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to us by our 
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* us in; ; but he has been plea- 
fedto nn and to 
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err 
in God's ; 
In confideration of what our gracious Redeemer 1 

1 God is pleaſed to convince us of 1 
and of our danger, to pardon our in, 

n of it, and to lead | 
Is Ge ode 10 iy, by the inſpiration of his . 
oly pin: he bas promiſed to make us members 1 
Chriſt, children of God, and inheritors' of the 

of heaven. This is what God has been 
promiſe to all thoſe who are made ſen- 1 
of their want of this act of mercy, and are 
But then we are to remember, tis to thoſe only 
who are ſenſible of their want of it, who fee their 
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- What: this repentance is I 3 1 


* by 
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tion, and that to their care it is lor die tobe} 
to which I mall now add, that all this is incum. 
bent on us to obſerve, whether we had = 
in euribaptiſm or no. This 
1 of foch a nature as to be cancelled at pleaſure, * 
1 fied an the breach of ir. Godfathers and gd. 1 
| mothers in baptiſm are not to be looked on in 1 
| the mere light of guardians, who may make am 3 
that minor comes of age) he may | a 


ply-with. This allowance, however neceflary in 2 
is not to be made in 3 1 
| can me admittance into th king of | 
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enverted chriſtian is entitled to (which 
were explained im the laſt ſermon) fo, beſides. this, 
they undertook (as far as their care could go) that 
t mould be brought home to God, and accept 
af this redemption. This is the ſubject of the an- 
to the next queſtion to be diſcourſed on. 
Aſter a recital of what God has promiſed to be- 
Dow on all his faithful ſervants, viz. that he would 
ited indevitors of the kingdom of heaven ; the party 
' be examined is then aſked, What did your. 
s then (i. e. at the time of your 
) what did your godfathers and godmathers 
"then for you? The anfwer is this, They did promiſe 
and vow three things in my name ; firſt, that I ſhould 
renounce the devil and all bis works, the fame and 
1 ile as; fercndly, that I Sau believe all the erti- 
| d of the chriſtian faith : and, thirdly, that 1 hun 
keep God's boly will and commandments, and walk in 
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W | K connined in the former part of the. 5 he 
3 to renounce ile 
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We are all 
of the Jehh. my 
i fo we are 
of it; = 
miſſion 
| un — he a "OD 
1 can reſcue us "gn wes 
made partakers 
: are 


— prot our bodies and ſouls in 
0 e 
3 works 
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[ . all his works; bing 
. 8 
fin, of which he i — = 
| = et te ec the 
| aller we foal! 17 
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bell to the one ant deſpiſe the 838 
ve; be that is enlifted under Chriſt's 


devil and aff his works, he will from henceforth 
„ - nx 


| who can thus renounce the devil” and all 
| works ? No one, in his own can do 
I We muſt be led in that, = in all ler 
f our duty, by the good fpirit of God; tis 
E-— he that mult convince us of fin, and lead us to 2 true 

and hearty ſorrow for it: *ris Gd bat wotketh mn | 
ws beth to will and to ds; we have a ſtrong and 

| to encounter with, and *tis only th 
that is anker than be, that we ſhall be able to F 
| ARMY AN ent want; Wie A 


This is a bait with whictr the devil 
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allures and ſeduces many but he who. 3 


them all but ſo much dang and droſs, that be may 
Immo The world malt be 
and be unto the world. He is never to embrace 
1 any worldly advantage when it ſtands in competi- 
tion: with his duty, but to ſpurn it from bins. 
He is to prefer the favour of God, and a feu of 
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his love, to all earthly enjoyments w x they 


2 the pomps and vanities of this 
| not as it is the work of God, cre 
SY by him, but wicked in tuo 
many of its inhabitants. By world is here meant 
the. goaghs or of this HEE 


God. All thoſe ds bee pag eare 7 
race, are to be renounced by us, and ſo are the: 
| and vanity. they offer to allure! us with. 
Azd pomps and vanity they may well be called; 
„what but mere empty ſhew and paltry ples- 
ſores can the world affims? — nin 
A this world's delights, whether honour, 
fame, or any other good it- boalls of, | 
will they be of to a dying fianer ? 

wy 
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As EXPOSITION of 
cannot keep his body from the grave, much 


mil de renounced, if we are deſirous of living 
= | the divine life, and of having an intereſt in a happy 
B eternity. 'But this we are unable to do of ourſelves ; 
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1 1 A e muſt teach us the of every y_ 


1 
 * 1 
» 1 4 4 I lk 
2 : 2 - * s ws 8 * a * 3 1 * 9 


We are | 1 
. We hire all a near enemy in our on na- 


re z we um bre in our boſom, which will 


1 raving our own deftrudtion. By the i is here 


The HS theaks the mere natural man, one who is 
unconverted, in whoſe foul no divine life is begun, 
whatever evil he findeth in bis band to do, he 
= dt it with all bis might; who is borne down by 
A 0 firength of his paſſions, and is ready to commit 
| af iniquity with greedineſs. Till this nature 
_ dentiſed by the blood of Jeſus, and ſanRified- 
bis ſpirit, nothing but iniquity can proceed from. 
it for which reaſon the defires of the fleſh are 
here called fu! lun, full of fin and wickedneks ; 
& that all finful- inclinations and paſſions are to 
be mortified and ſubdued ; we muſt renounck all 


obedience to the fleſh, if we are deſirous of being 
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is can they fave his ſou! from bell. Theſe thing 
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work of the Holy Spirit ; he only can punye wit 
and make us « new lump, - 
are we to renounce thoſe enemies of our fouls, 
man be 20 * is l & aces a.. | 
They thet —— hover ed the feof; with its © 
» 2 af en 

Tb. 1 before obſerved, is the work of God's 

n are the marks and ftuies of 85 


bnner is wrought on by ide bal ſpirix of G.,. 
and convinced of his vileneſs and defortnity, n 
he is convinced of the evil of fin, and the danger 
of his preſent ſituation, he cannot but hate and I 
abhor the cauſe of all his miſery, and be filled © 
wich deteftation of it. If he is truly fortuna d 
his paſt offences, he will ſhew that ſorrow (through 
divine grace) by utterly forſaking them. "Tis 


1 not enough for a man to own himſelf a finner, | 
and yet continue in fin; that is a mere mockeiy 1 
of God: He muſt find bimſelf really fe 

e : 
ee ea ""F 


4 EXPOSITION of 
— aul, this 


name, and don proce un Ged-is a 
to him. ?Tis not enough: for him to-beljeve that 
. unleſs be has ex- 
as a Redeemer to his can fou/ ; 
thoſt who are fo awakened, are thus wounded in 
order to be- healed. All who ate. brought to a 
ſenſe of their fins, and to a defire of deli 
who renounce all dependance or hopes 
of the devil, the world, and the. fleſh, all who 


and in him they dekld 
— — 

Dut, before: I proceed to the conſideration of 
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plicativn-of what has been ſaid 

n next queſtion, which aſketh 
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« ] heattfhf thank oor ficuventy Father; chit be | 


rr 


blen How of that Yar el t wank | 
ate ever bid ſo much ax to intend fack s things? 


Yet here we not only declare that we are deter. | 3 


2 der alſo profeſs to thank 
— wo-cunile carte part Wha 
can be-abveatnadle- byporeify, if this is we? 1 
repeat 2 ſet of words, ſolemn as theſe are, withou 
the leaſt meaning „ 


n the nome eee and 
run over a form of words with as little ( 
not a quarter ſo much) attention to them as 
themſelves will recommend to them in 


* ballad. Is this the render behaviour of ch Y 
tian parents ! What muſt a ſavage do to be | 3 
from ſuch chriſtians ? 5 + 4: +290 1 


Bur, to the application. Have we renne ed 
the devil and all his works? If fo, we liave bem 
deeply humbled under a ſenſe of our former s 


— bk, — 
un ind ir a burden too grievous to be borne? 


IS 
: 


On-the contrary, are we not ſlaves of Satan ? Do 
we reſiſt tor ure we deſirous of refiſting) his 


; temprations ? So far from renouncing, do we any 
; works bur his? There is one way, indeed, of re- 
nouncing the devil, which many polite people have 

- _ given into, and it is renouncing him with a wit- 


The firſt and chief article in the man of faſhion's* 


creed is, to believe that there is no devil, no eter- 

pal rorments; but we who believe (or, at leaft, pro- 

ſeſa to believe) the ſcriptures, muſt renounce him 

-m a different manner. We may be convinced of 
| his exiflence from the fin and miſery there is in 
1 the world; and, if we are deſirous of eternal hap- 
4 we muſt renounce thoſe works of his which 
us of it. | p 
- Again. Have we renounced the pomps and va- 
1 this ket wr? How few of you take 
1 rn! Nn 
1 fouls? Are we not contented, while our fouls are 
_ . re bur decorated wth en and fookres? Which 
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_ with the one of Chills puns 6 We 
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of us) — the 4% Are we not de n 
4 — Grp 4 


told of (pleaſed then, my — „ at bein | 
ture, when your own <= 


and witneſs 
— the truth of it; bur be 
— 
of the text. and p ᷓ Nn — 
and turn from bottom of your fouls: — 
wn 109 frm go — ig 
| of God to convince NY 


you of fir 
a Redeemer, 8 the need you have 


49 give you 
which is . faith in Chriſt our Savig 
all the erticles g required, — 
And chi „ ihe en e. 9229 
this.is included in the n - 


POSITION of: 


_ relearſe the articles of his W — 


= d — ht — — 4 
mies, came down from heaven : that be was 
debe in the womb of the bleſſed virgin, by 
Y of the Holy that he ſuffered 
= - | for vs under Pontius Pilete, the Reman governor : 2 


chat he was crucified alſo for us, did actually 
and was buried: that he went down into bell, or 
Hades; "or" plhce of the dead: chat, on the third 
day from bis - he roſe to life again, 
11 and rr 


. the end of the werkito jucige 
GhaRt, the third perſon in the ever bleſſed trinity; 
I the holy catholic, or univerſal church of Chriſt 
en nb: that Chriſt has a viſible chutch on earth, 
which he hath promiſed to preſerve to the world's 
end : in the communien of ſaints, that the ſaints 
on eanth have ſpiritual communion with each other 
by their Saviour's merits, and their prayers for 
each other, as alſo wich the ſaints in heaven: in 
_ the forgiveneſs of fins by Chriſt Jeſus: that che 


body ſhall riſe again at the great day of judgmene, 
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verily, and is an affirmation or aſſeve us the tra 
| of what we have been penn gg 
1 3 ee : 


and yet are very far from the kingdom of God. K 
for with the beart man believeth unto righteanſueh.. 
| nr = 

| to ourſelves; and this we ae dive@ed ts de by 
| our-entechiſm, m her next queſtion and anſwer. 
is, © What daft thou chiefly; 
Et 8 ** in theſe articles of thy belief?” | 


made me and all the world ; ſecondly; in 
the Son, who hath redeemed me and all 

* mankind ; thirdly, in God the Holy 
| < ſanCtifierh me and all the elect people 


. 


— he f 

ply to ourſelves as 1 go along. 
Me are taught by this faith, not only to believe 
in God as the creator and governor of the univeyle, 
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to. ſee God, not only as our Lord and Creator, but 
allo as our Father and our Friend; as a tender 


© 4 


this faith the chriſtian is enabled to. ſer God — 
to him through the blood of his Sonn 
Ged, out of Chriſt, is 4 conſuming Bueby | 
this. grace the chriſtian ſees his wrath 
him, and perceives bim as ftanding in the neareſt | 
to: him : be caſts all his care and conſ- 
dence upon this mercitul God, who he knows is 
_ able and willing to provide for his ſpiritual and 


he God who made us, and all the world, | 
- our father? Do we truſt in him, in him, fear 
Im, love him, obey him, ſerve him, depend on 
if be were indeed our father ? Is he in- 
our reconciled father ? Is he no longer a con- | 
>. bas s be made one wich. om by. 
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and, unleſs he is our father, he is indred 8 jealous 2 
Sad, ready to execute vengeance upon us. ot 
the adoption of ſons. 
| The next particular the chriſtian faick n ; 
| a to believe in Ged the Son, who redumned ws and - 
| - <F making This is the peculiar happineſs of "the 
| converted chriſtian ; he is not only made to be- 
J in general that Chriſt died for baners, bur &-. 
is enabled to ſee his own fins pardoned and for- | 
ff given. Ir is in God the Son ws 


| This is, indeed, a great and precios privileges 
would to God we were ſenſible of the worth of it! 


The converted chriſtian, by the help of divine - 
faich, which God gives him, is enabled e fr 
his fins pardoned, to fee the Lord Jeſus to be his 
| | Redeemer and mighty deliverer, None but that 
| that inward peace and fatisfaftion, that joy and 
donn, which ariſes in the foul from « ſenfhat 
fin pardoned. How is that foul fupported 
all difficulties and trials, which has 
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** 3 


Have, need nat be told to give God the glory; 
thoſe who" have not, (and, I fear, they are the 
| ) Jet me adviſe to ſeek it earneft- 
de but fincere, wait but at wiſdom's gate, 
_ ind God will not fail to ſpeak peace unto your 
ws. 
ol that he would bring home to himſelf all 
W and fo unto every ſoul among us, 
as he did to the man fick of the palſy, Sox, be 
goed cheer, thy Sins are forgiven tber. 
+ The other bleſſing attending this di- 
nnn that it teaches the chriſtian 
to believe in God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſandifieth him 
and all the elect people of God. As he is enabled 
in fee God the Father as his guardian, and friend, 
and kind benefaftor ; as he is enabled to ſee God 
the Son as his bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, to 
zeſcue him from endleſs Miſery, fo is he hid to 
took up to God the Holy Ghoſt, as bearing a 
part, and acting a kind office in his redemption. 
He finds his foul renewed and ſanctiſied by his · eſſi- | 
able communion with his God : by this communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt his whole nature is changed ; 
-he is enabled to bring forth the fruits of the ſpiric 
in a life of rightcouſneſs and true holineſs. Thus 
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| heart and lie z and to this he-is direfted by the 


grace of the Holy Spirit, who ſanftifieth hn 
and all the cleft peaple of God, all thoſe who are 
thus united to Chriſt. nt; Þ + wars FRM 


And now to apply this. Let us.examine our- 
ſelves whether we have received this 


we have, let us convince the world of it by our 


lives and converſations ; if we have not, let us 
aſſured, that the outward air is not more neceſ- 
fary for our bodies, than the operations of the 
Holy Spirit are for our fouls. *Tis he alone can 
- convince us of fin, he alone it is who can open the 
333 
the things of God. 
Let us then, my brethren, if we are deſirous 
- ences z lex us intrear the almighty God to give | 
us the grace of his Holy Spirit, that we may 
walk worthy of our vocation, and be rendered 
meet to be partakers of, the inheritance with the ſaints 


in light ; and I know of no words more proper than 


thoſe of our own church. 

« Almighty and everlaſting God, heavenly 
Father, we give thee humble thanks that thou 
% haſt vouchſafed to call us to the knowledge of 
5 thy grace and faith in thee; increaſe this know- 
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Te ſee, then, how that by works @ man i d, and. 
| net by faith only. 3 


S we have already confidered the nature 
the chriſtian covenant, and of the 
faith, as alſo what is required of us to believe, 
we are, in the next place, to attend to what is re- 
” quired of us to do. 

We are taught, by our chriſtian catechiſi, the 
nature of the chriſtian obedience. The firſt pajng 
is repentance, or converſion to God. This was 
contained in the firſt promiſe made for us in ous 
baptiſm, viz, that we Gould renounce the d and 
all bis works, the pomps and valley EY 


cond is faith, implied in theſe words, that we 
believe all the articles of the chriftian fais. 

| r 
1 Dar 
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4 | ep be ey onde in his opinion, « {rod 
2 7 


2 holineſs. Every one who is poſſeſſed of this faith, 
” is bed to it by repentance; he is convinced of his 


don viene, and is brought home to God by real | 
- he "receives this faith he is enabled to ſee his 
EY fins pardoned through the blood of his Redeem- | 
er, and is convinced of bi fafery to all crernity.—@— | 

is faith he knows he hath received by the in- 
wird fatisfattion. be feels in his own breaſt, and 
"be evidences it to the world by a godly, righte- 
. ous, and leber life. I he ſhould be ſuffered to 
fall inco any fin, he is raiſed again by ſincere re- 

pentance 3 and he has the comfortable perſuaſion, 
> © gp "ba toad hf . 
rn offences will oa be a 
eee him, and the 
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— gody. in, this preſent "Y 
world : | he will convince himſelf and the world: of. 

the ſincerity of his profeſſion, of the 
of his faith, by outward acts of piety to God, a [- 


+>,» 


* 
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operative working faith that we are juſtified by. 

This is inſiſted on every where in ſcripture, and. 4 

more particularly in that part of it it from whence 1 —_ 

have ſelected the words of the text. =_ 

St. James, in this chapter, addrefſeth himſelf to 

- | hypocritical profeſſors of chriſtianity, who abuled 
the doctrine of God's free grace, in Chriſt Jeſus 

| as laid down by St. Paul, and imagined they had .* 

a liberty of gratifying all their luſts and appetites, +» = 
and that they might continue in fin, provided by 
did but believe; ſubſtituting 


abſurdity by a very familiar argument : What doth 
it profit, my brethren, tbh « man jy be book NN 8 ; 
and have not works ? Can faith ſave bin? F. 
ther or filer be naked and deffitute of daily food, "and. + 
one of you ſay unto them depart in peace, be you wareied 
and filled ; notwithſtanding you give thew not thoſe. _ 
things which are needful for the body, what dath ut 
profit ? Even ſo faith, if it bath not works, is d, 
\ alane. Faith unattended with its proper cf 
dences can be of no avail. unn 

* E 4 


On 3 


: Ne, than may ſay, then ba faith and I heve 
ne thy faith witheat thy works, and I 


"If & produces no good in thy life, I cannot be- 
Wie thou haft a faving faith; whereas, when 1 
well chee 1 bave faith, 1 appeal to my works for 1 


that there is one Cd; thou dbef well; the devils alfo 
deer and tremble : but wilt thou know, vam man, 
- that faith without works is dead ? Was not Abraham, 
e father, fad by works, oben be had offered T 
eat bis ſon upon the altar? Jeg thou how faith, 
with bis works, and by works was faith made 
pefelt? And the ſeripturt was fulfiled, which ſaith, 
Abrahams believed Gad, and it was imputed to him fer 
righteouſneſs : and be was called the friend of God. Ye 3 
_ fee, then, bow that by works @ man is juſtified, and „ 
tb fatbouh. Fs 

| As this part of holy writ has been greatly con- 12-4 
RT ren rene Mr | 
2 - HJght, which I ſhall endeavour to do in the follow- 

ing diſcourſe : my ſubjef naturally leads me to it, 
dmc, and cxphined in ear tedy 4 

. chriſtian catechiſm. I ſhall, therefore, firſt en- 
* . Gravour to ſhew- the meaning of the words in the f 


4 


us to receive, with meekneſa, the true word af 
an dard. oa tated... +»Y 
hearers, but doers of the word. 0 
Firſt, then, 1 ſhall endeavour to fhew w 
meaning of the words in the tent, Ye fees than. © 
how that by works a man is juſtified, and nos by faith 
2 veiens have been he ihunn 
chriſtians concerning the doctrine of 


dition between this and St. Pauls account of juf- 
r 
e | 
attempted this 3 again (the papiſts _— 
ally) E een : 
has it in his own power, by his own ſtrength, ide 
_ pendent of divine grace, to perform works 
able to God; from hence hath ariſen the dock 
of works of ſupererogation, fo greatly k 
on by the church of Rome to this day. LY -» 


full bed de won is bs des with. 


That we may be the better able to ail 


meaning of the words, it may not be 
attend to what St. Pau hath delivered 
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his fame point fc, by comparing 
= : be & mnacter. St. Pan! fays, in the epiſtle to the 
— . WW here is then ? It is excluded. By 
„ Of works ? Nay, but by the law of faith : 
we conclude, that 4 mas is juſtified by faith, 
" anjtbour the works of the law. if Abraham were juſ- 
«| db works, be hath whereef to glory, but not be- 
„ The meaning of the fore · cited verſe is 
this : If aue bad been juſtified by any works 
of his own, he might indeed have ſome reaſon to 
, that is, before men, but not before God, 
{ becauſe nothing that he could do, could ſtand the 
ef God's juſtice; at leaſt, he would have done 
= no more than his duty, ſuppoſing his works ever 
= fo perfet. He goes on, For what ſaith the ſerip- 
= wire? anne believed God, and it was counted to 
= tim for rightconfurſs. Now to him that worketh is 
= the reward reckoned, not of grace, (not of favour) 
= but of debt. A man might challenge the reward 
E 4 . as. due to his own merit. But ts him who worketh 

; 8, who lays no ſtreſs on his own performances, 3 
2 _ It believeth on bim that juſtifieth theungodly, bis faith 
* & cured for righteouſneſs ; even as David alſo de- 


” they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe fins are 
CS and fs cn. This N 


Now hive, if we attend, we ſhall find oY 
works they were that St. Pau declares have wo 
ſhare in juſtifying 3 and if we attend to it, it 
help us greatly in our preſent enquiry. The works. 
| here ſpoken of were the works of the law ; this is 
plain from what follows : he declares, that the 
works of the law were fo far from any 
ſhare in Abrabaw's juſtification, that the law was 7 
ſay that faith was reckoned to Abraham for ri A 
meſs; bow was it then reckoned, when be was in . 2 
 cumciſion, or in uncircumcifion ? Not in circumciffan, 4 
but in uncircumciſan. The promiſe that be ſhould be the 
heir of the world was not to Abrabem, or to bis foed, 
through the law, but throngh the righteouſneſs of faiths, 
for if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made 
void, and the promiſe made of none fat, becauſe the 
law worketh wrath ; for where there is no law there . * 
is no tranſgreſſion ; therefore it is of faith, that it 
might be by grace; to the end that the promiſe might 
be fure to all the ſeed ; not to that only which is of the 
law, but to that alſo which is of the faith of ine 
ham, who is the father of us all. bY 

We ſee here faith in Chriſt is called be fe feithgf . 42 
Abrabam. Why will our medern Heathens deny tha 4 3 
Abrahds, and all the faithful, had the fame Nd 
with fincere chriſtians ? A little farther it is added, 
Now it was ue bis ſg one that is 


* 


the Cir en Carre 


then, when be ſays, they are juſtified by fail 
without works, he does not mean that they were. 
_ juſtified by a bare belicf, a'drad,  inaftive fhinky. = 
a lifele principle, a mere notion in the head, but. 
by ſuch a faith as was the gift of God. The in. 
wrought work of bis ſpirit leading and 
them to real holineſs of heart and life. He give! 
them no encouragement to build the leaſt hopes 
upon, that they mo be accepted without 2 
lively and working faith. I dat. fhall we ſay then? 
Shall we continue in ftw that grace may abound G 
forbid, How fhall we, that are dead to fin, boo 
any longer therein? And again, —bat now, being made 
r 
fruit unto belineſs, and, the end, bfe. if 
r 
the ſpirit, Gin avg your own ſtrength, but if 


Ye, through the ſpirit, do mortify the deeds of the be» 


&, ye ſhall ue. It is plain, from hence, that St, 
Paul meant, not an Antinomiam faith, a bare be- 
lief, but ſuch a faith as worketh by love. The 
ſame Apoſtle, in his epiſtle to the Galatians, ex- 


ſcripture has concluded all under fin, that the promiſe 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to them thas 
believe : but, before faith came, wwe were hept under 
the law, ſhut up unto the faith-which ſhould afterwards 
be revealed. Wherefore the law was our ſchoolmaſter 
(o bring us unto Chrif, that we might be i by 


himſelf in the following manner: She 


Bach hue 


BxPOSITION of 


ax We ſee here St. Paul 
declares und affirms, that we are juſtified, or made 
the "children of God by faith in Chrift Jeſus, by 


a * 
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- I have already obſerved, by faich is meant a cer- 
in the foul, which will 


not fail to produce piety, and holineſs of heart and 


We fee that the law could juſtify no man, 
could make nothing perfect. Mraban was juſti- 
_ fied by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. Although it is de- 
mel that Aralan believed the goſpel, yet we are 


Harden through faith, preached, before the golpel, 
antes Abraham, ing, in thee ſhall all nations be 
„ that they which be of faith are bleſſed with 
Abraham. By faith in Chrif was Abrabom 
- Juftified, and not by the works of the law; for, 
as we read in the ſeventeenth verſe, (he law was in- 


four hundred and thirty years after Ara. 
hats trial. And God 2ove Abrabam the inheritance 


promiſe : and it was by faith in that promiſe 


{let our modern infidels {ay what they pleaſe) it 


was by faith in that promiſe that faithful 
1 and all the holy men after him, were 


o 4 7 
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the third chapter to the Galatians, chat 
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Having thus ſeen St. Ps account of juſtifi- 
cation, let us try if we can reconcile it with what 
is delivered; in the tent. But, firſt of all, let -us 

obſerve, that the ſame doftrine is enforced in the 
 epilile to the Hebrews. In the cleventh chaprer 
"tis declared, that Mrabem, and all the old wor- 
thies, were accepted by their faith, and that 
all obtained a good report through faith: whereas 

manifeſtly declares, that they were i 
by:werks. St. Paul fays, we are juflifed by faich 
without works : St. James affirms, that by works @ 
man is juffified, and not by faith only. This looks 
like a glaring contradiftion ; and, if we under- 
D h-4: 

"4 — 

Let us examine whether both the Apoſtles mm 
the ſame thing by the ſame expreſſion. But that 
cannot be, becauſe they ſo manifeſtly contradit . . 
each other; and as they were both influenced by 
e 

ſome other o the 
word works than St. James did, or elle the juſtifi- | 
ſpeak of muſt be different ; perhaps 
cheſe caſes, as I ſhall ſtate them, will 


* 


* 


firſt, we may be certain, that the word 
werds (as differently uſed by the Apoſtles) has a 


e were" the works of the law; fo that, 
by faith only, be 


kim: and in this ſenſe Aalen was juſtified 
by faith; by-fack a faith wrought in his mind, as 
wade bim obedient to the will of God, and mani- 


porſbas as aſſerted, that they were faved by believing 
in — that Chriſt died, although they con- 
yet in their ſins.” For that reaſon he in- 


. by A 2 
. 


(the faith of 
1 bos fach a Frith aa i. the gift df God, wit 
- , * meld to fouls by his ſpirit, and leading them into 
"0 holineſs of heart and life. Thoſe who have it are 
from nature to grace, from death to life, 

and are the ſervants of the moſt high God: And 
L in this ſenſe Abrabam might well be faid to be juſti- 


N 


ene | Bot (by % 
weapon pred edn. eo 


not have works wirhdot 


* 


and 1 will 
for it preſently. * St. 
, and looks not on dem a dg M 
] ferent principles 6 that when St. Pant Tay, 
by faith without of 
means, that he was juffified by faith in Git, with= 
cut the . of the law; and, when) $6 Jams 
| ſays he was 
works as were the fruits of a true and lively 
in Jon ne 8G KITS 
"the we are to obſerve, that a | man mur 
have faith'before he can have works, 4 well 1 
ſtip mult have water before it whe: "ag =, 
though Abrabem was juſtified | 
fn people may be faxd toe ju 


J ; aſs mean not the fame ing by 
* fo neither do they mean the fame 
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upon his heart ; it is the Holy Spi uf G. 
leads him into the right j.. 


1» 1% 
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This is not only the define of the New, hut 
alſo of the Old Teflimene : -none of the Olly 
Teſtament Saints laid ary firefs on their own ger. 
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K. God. that lack faith, as 


« again; that he lacked time to do good works, 


« for elſe he would have done them, truth it's,” 
e ſorely affirm, that faith only ſaved him. © I be 
„bad Bed, and not regarded faith, and the works 
|  « thereof, he ſhould have loſt his ſalvation again. 
| « Bur that is the effect that I ſay, that fairh ' 
3 | do who preach up works to their | 5.8 


TT 7 
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; without — neee who 
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 kying the foundation in Jeſus Chriſt. * 

-- Theſe are my reaſons, and I could give-you as 
* many more, if you had time to hear them : for 1 
N e wo all 
the. primi Rs e 


1 
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« = wall dg Bei Ne ext hoon cies 
— receiving, we on 
ALI is bis free gift, and 
: =. faith is chat pally hand which receives all our 
aan It is not then & faith that juſtifieth, 
Wein Iris called by Peter, « like precious 
_ = faith. Simon Peter, a ſervant and an Apoftle of 
A i Chriſt, 10 them that baue obtained like preci- 
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all the reſt.” 
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hat his approaching death ; he acquaints them 
ih the neceflity there was for him to fuffer 
that the world through him might be ſaved , 
ke inforins them that he was going 1 frepare 4 
Aer them, and that he would accompany them 
 ""=_ the gracious influences of his Holy Spirit, 
oven ts the end of the world; that he would water 
his church with the dew of his grace and bleſſing, 
"and lead it thro” the wilderneſs of this world to 


* of b and glory in the kingdom of 


mts taps that will 1 ds, that the 
be. glorified in the Son. If ye ſhall of 


2 : iy thing in iny name, I will doit. As his muſt 
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been matter of great conſolation to his for- 
Soul pathetic 
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the fruit or ſign of a ſaving faith, — 
3 ever that faith is, works will always and, 


: conſequence, as much as light' rar 
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ae; not the cauſe of our 
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=. HIS; 3: Pau! mean the works: of the 
=. from a true and lively faith. I likewiſe obſerved, 


AM the two Apoſtles mean different rhings by the 
WM z St. Paul ſpeaks of 


dee God, and St. Jams of j 


le ſufficient reaſons in defence of this 
A | to apply the doctrine to 
ee viz. that it is incumbent on us to ſhew 


our: lives : without this, our faith is only a bare 
belicf, and our profeſſion no better than an out- 
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an the Lan thy Get. whe Hae 
land of Egypt, out of the lu , - The 
me; and fo on to the end of t n 
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6 ME 


then to [apply the 
ao ourſelves. And may the good Spi of | 
= God be preſent with vs at this time, that-thoſe 
who are united to Chriſt may be enabled toiſhew 


© ®# 


two forts of people; firſt, upon thoſe who have 
akeady \aztained 10 the true faith of Chili, in 


F ia the 
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| Iimn-theie who are without God ini theis hearts 
„ ‚ tc he danger they at in from 
| i, and be prevailed on tame to 
in bilſeigned , and with wars of fas 
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- our God is ſpirit and in wrath, to pray unto lim, 
CAS: hab ne, to hear his word, and to at- 
OOO er 


£3 bd 
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. to ſaints and ; 
aud by that means deprive God of his glory, bY © 
nw honour to his creatures; for, E 
8 bo a 
confeſs myſelf at a loſs to know what are. as * 


ir uſing of images by way of mediums 
and a 


| mand, that in moſt of their books 
| they omit the ſecond commandment, and 


one of the others into two, to 
<> 


not to Ren him in our mind to any 


» but to worſhip and ferve him in the way be 


5 


Ho peg goin VT 
wiew God as a God of firidt juſtice, how 
= tre muſt be appear. To 
_ the wicked and unconverted he is indeed a jealous 


* x dreadful God. In the law he is d 


"i Faw ded in magic wm it was attended 


z we arc not to think of him impro- , 
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| The third c n. : Thee halt 
name L for the 
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tele the 3 anterb he 
Lord will not we cm 2 
in vain. 45 14 ye — 5 
2 fear, to pray unto 
with reverence 


, praiſe 


r — — 
polluted hi 9 
Ex and 
2 e 
be 
mention 


ry ; whenever 
defire of promoting his glory 
with a 


a Hic obedi- 
dehtivering 


take his name in our mouths upon 
we 


* 


call upon the Lordto have merey upon us, to give 


Ee Sm dn ee pom 
1 — in our public 


[when we profeſs to 


hi ſpait to renew and ſanſtify us, when at the 
ſame time we do not fo much as care whether he 


hears us or not. when we. are-looking about us, 


and forgiveneſs. for his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
z. whenever we do this} we are guilty of pro- 
Ts and fearful name, the Lord our 


. ; | EI £# > 7 * 1 ; 1 
* 2 3 « . 


Tete ae ſome few of the, breaches of this 


„ I can only en 
but theſe few will be fufficient, I hope, to con- 
 Tince us that we have all tranſgreſſed the law, and 


thou keep boly the ſabbath de, and foi on. In 
precept we are enjoined to ſet apart one day, at 
leaſt, for the banane of God and the concerns of 


and in private, io his church and i in our 


and, in ſhort, to pay the greateſt regard to it, as 
ſtiled, the Lord's day. 


ir be in his ſervice, or in the 


. 


God; the other fix are called the commandments. 


of the ſecond table, and relate to our duty to our 


that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord 

thy God giveth thee. In this commandment we are 

enjoined ſubmiſſion to all in authority ; we are to | 

pay à proper deference to all our ſuperiors, to be 

obedient to be higher powers, and that for tbe 

Lei ſake; we are enjoined duty and reſpect to 

parents, to magiſtrates, to lawful governors, and | 

an erg compliance with all their reaſonable com- w IS 

mands. This of obedience we muſt in- 

' obſerve, and that, zot only to the good and 

gentle, but alſo io the frowarg, not to rebel nor refiſlt | __ 

the higher powers, even when they oppreſs us; we 

are fall to obey them, /uffering wrongfully. The 
weapons of a chriſtian againſt his lawful go- 

vernors are prayers and intreaties. This doctrine 1 


aer Mc; 
tac oth 8 6 * 4 
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(with great deference to the men of wit and dig- 
nity be ir ſpoken) a contempt of God's minilters. 
Whenever we F 


his miniſters, and, however light we may 


of a breach of God's law, we are told, that they 


that refift ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 1 
mean not this of reſiſting princes only, bur of all 


ſhalt dots 
to preſerve be 


The fixth commandment i 


murder. In this we are required 
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Hives, to * 


8. 


and to defend d 
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EXPOSITION o Ee | 
in ; the crime of felt. murder, ; 


and ſhorten our own lives, are forbidden by this 


+ The ſeventh is, Thou ſhalt not” commit adultery. 


mA" 


Suns againſt this commandment are, all acts of 
wanton inclinations, all that abominable, odious, 
| wo great apart of the world i themſelves in, 
do the corruption of their own hearts, and to the 
| hears them. _ - 
The eighth commandment is, Thoy fhalt wot. 
fee. In this precept we are commanded to give 
every one their due, 1% owe no man any thing, to do 
mus all men as we would they ſhould do unto us. 


= this commandment when we deprive any man of 
%, _ his property, when we withhold from him his due, 


f pen we refuſe paying our lawful debts when we 


are able 6.10 do, when we contract debts which 
og we are ſenſihle we have it not in our power to diſ- 
"= z all unlawful bargains, all cheating and 


our fole motive. All flander and evil- 


We are now arrived at the tenth commandment, 
which. is this: Thou Halt not covet thy neighbour's 
2 ban ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wif 
5 that is bis. We are commanded in 
dais precept to be farisfied with the ſtation God 


hh gan nd property,  uncaſineſs at his ſuc- 
ceſs, wiſhing his ruin or diſappointment ; all un- 
lavful attempts or defires to diſpofſeſs him of 
what he at preſent enjoys. 

Thus hive 1 laid before you the ten command- 
ments of God, and have endeavoured to ſhew 
hat is enjoined or forbidden by them: I capld 
not, indeed, produce all the ſeveral aggravations 
of the fins againſt them, becauſe the time would 
not Theſe commandments reſpect our 
whole duty both to God and man. This is the 
law by which we are to examine _ 
which we ſhall be judged. 

"The ſubſtance of what I have advanced 
commandments is contained in the recapitu- 
' ation of the laws of each table in our catechiſm. 
Aſter the commandments are repeated, the 
tion is aſked, What deft thou chiefy learn by theſe 
- commandments ? To which the catechumen replies, 
Ib two things, my duty towards God, and my 
towards my neighbaur. This is followed by 
queſtion : What is thy duty towards Gad? 


7 
2 
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him, to fear bim, and to love him, ef 
with all wy mind, with all wy ſoul, and with all oy 
frexgth ; to worſhip him, to give bim thanks, to: put. 
my whole truſt in him, to call upon him, to bonour hit 
holy name and his word, end to rue tim wv 
doys of uy be, 

"This is u bejef recapiculation. of the four E 
commandments. This is the f and great cam- 
mandment, and the ſecond is like unto it; namely this, 
Thes ſhalt love thy neighbour 4s thyſelf. On theſe 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets, 
boveof God, and, for his fake, love uf man. 
| The other fix commandments are briefly ſum- 
med up in the anſwer to the next queſtion, which 
is this: What is thy duty towards thy neighbour 2 
The anſwer is, My duty towards my neighbour is to 
love him as myſelf, and is do to all men as I would © 
they ſhonld de unto me; to love, honour, and ſuccanr 
my father and mother, 10 honour and obey the king, © 
and all that are put in authority under him; to ſubunit 
myſelf 10 all my governors, teachers, ſpiritual paſers 
and maſters, to order myſelf lawly and reverently to ail 
wy betters, to burt no body by word nor deed, to be true 
| ond juft in all my dealings, to bear no malice nor bs- 

wed in my heart, to keep my bands from picking aud 
Sealing, and my tongue from evil ſpeaking, lringy" ut 
Jandering, to keep my body in temperance, ſoberndſs 
and chaſtity, not to covet nor defire other men's gaods, 


but 10 learn and labour truly 10 get mine cum A 


| The , My duty towards Gad is to delewai: | 


* 
1 * 
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3 3 n where is the man'who will — 
E Ay = commandments blameleſ; ? ) 
| Who has preſerved the law of God e, 


» 


lacking 
What man is he who has paid a perfect 
ern law? No man, verily, excepe | 
ann. He, indeed, has performed 

E. . dan Anonr er od 
5 af dome, and his righteouſneſs will de imputed 


. 
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4 — have grolſly violated it ; but, 
: now ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, you 
moſt ſtil} go on, cenquering and to conquer all your 
ſpiritual enemies. As your faith is an inward 
> you muſt be careful to expreſs it 


, i Heb 
I 1 4 
1 a . 


hs OY 
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The next fort of perſons l would addrefs, 
elf ro are ſinners and unbe lie vers, all 


my- 


fate, it is f you io © | 
bs gibt it bel, — — 
m this melt you down, may it awaken you 
- the lethargy of -unconcern you are in, from 
lleep with which the enemy of fouls 
led your eyes; may you be convined of 
MF Cn is dai of fol with the tremb- 


what muff we do to be ſaved? If you re 


i 


e haſt perſons I would now ſpeak to are the 
| . thoſe who are determined to obtain 
en by their own works and defervings. Tou 
have heard, my brethren, what the law requires, 
and you may be affured a perfect obedience is ex- 
afted. ' And will any here fay they have kept the 
_ whole law ? For 5 Part, I ſtand ſelf. accuſed 
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cruſt to but the abundant merci of 22 
to de fed as a finer: 1 out we 


a better opinion of you than to think yen w 
give your hearts' the Tie in fuck" nene ; 
world are eee guilty We God, and thay — | 
perhaps, you tay, © You do the beſt you an. 


a= 


COSINE CURE DINER We are 


merits before he has charity, and the love of 
God ſhed abroad in his heart, we are told, that 4 3 


man may beffow all bis goods to feed the poor, yea, - 
miy give his body to-be burned, and yet may it pre». — þ 
leſs you have obeyed all the law, from a princi- , | 


ſ 


1 "=o | love to the: Lord your God. 
= = We ns 
ks; as if they were _ 

* BE 2 - yr 
* ; — , _ 
3 — aer and int are ever ſo d 3 the 
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4 as to think 22 Peay 
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and eee — nk 
i_ er 
wrought in our 


A 


5 4 
men in 
— — acknowledge 
— joy rota — 
+. - pig = 
incline our DD —_ 
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En NN v. 
had Bock of Ch Chap. vii. Verſe 14: 
. e — 
their wicked wways, then will I bear from 
a. pleaſed 


arrived to 
2 ate 
1 ws CITED — 
2 din 0 the meas of gr, himſelf, 
Ws the aſs of whic + 

ifeſtation of peace to our facraments ; 
| the means of God's a bleſſing 
Andrea | be the 
1 Loy 
— — 
us that we muſt be united of 
— On 
faith, 
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rr 
no ments; but not of hinaſelf, not in his own ſtrength; 
|| of God ſanQifies his nature, and | 
inclines bis heart to keep theſe laws. | 
| That we can by no means keep theſe command- 
1 ments in our own ſtrength, our church aſſures us 
nu ber exhortation prefixed to the Lord's prayer, 
wherein ſhe ſays, we are net able to do theſe things 
of ourſelves, nor to walk in the commandments of God, 
and to ſerve him, without bis ſpecial. grace, which 
we muſt hern at all times to call for by diligent 
ö rn 
have no hand in our 


2 7 e ee 
who is too merciful to returning finners to give 
a ſtone. We muſt remember then, and be 
canvinced, that of ourſelves we can do 
| without the grace of God's 
and wretched, and this grace we are to aſk of 
| if we define to ind reſt unto our fouls; and, if we * 
alk it, we ſhall be fure to meet with it. 
; 8 - That 1 may be the better able to enforce | 


duty of prayer upon you, I have made 


e 
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the words of the text for my preſent ſubjelt, as 
they not only point out the neceflity, but the 
efficacy and uſefulneſs of prayer to God, as they 
contain a promiſe that he will always be nigh at | 
hand to thoſe who call upon him: If my people which 
"are called by my name ſhall humble themſelves, and 
ech, and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I bear from heaven, and will e 
their fins, and will heal their land. 

- This gracious promiſe was made to Solomon, in 
Ot cates i ite dedication of the 
remple of the Lord ; — Fn a0borgs 
with the dedication. Thus, when we commit 
our fouls unto him, defiring to be dedicated to 
dis ſervice, he will hear our prayers, and grant | ö 
our requeſts. We may be convinced of the great 
and fingular benefits ariſing from thus converſing 
with God, from the comfortable manner in which 
our merciful God revealed himſelf to So/omen in 
peared to Solomon by night, and ſaid unto bim, I have 
-  ' beard thy projer, and have chojen this place to myſelf 
= "HE of ſacrifice. If 1 fut up beaven that 
ws there be no rain, or if I command the locuſts to devour 
= the land, or if I fond pelilence among my people, if 
—_ 1 N nd ences 
dier wicked ways, then will 1 bear from'beaven, and © 
3 "mill forgive their hui, and weill beal their land. We 
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as * 


St Chriſt, temple. 
From — — 
] propoſe Coy divine 


aſſiſtance 

to 

diſcourſe, in the firſt place, 
on 


th to bo ener 
bac lr won 29 os 
* . — may he 
AP = the ci of prages, and 
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| am to fay ſomething 

1 
prayer in 
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are able to with regard to our worldly affairs, 
"make it our intereſt to have recourſe to him who 
tdi give us all things Firbly to enjoy. | 

Now the mean by which we are to make this 


application is prayer. Prayer is an act of the 
itlind, whereby the creature, converſes with its 


reator; I ſay prayer is an act of the mind, be- 
cauſe, unleſs we pray from our hearts, we can. 
be faid to pray at all. Words are only figns, 
and are no further effetual-than as they ſpeak the 
Language of our hearts; and as that is no prayer 
Which confiſts only in a form of words umactunted. 
*undidated, (if I may fo fay) by the heart of the 
ſpeaker, fo char may truly and properly be called 
a prayer which, though it does not always ſhew 
icſelf in articulate yet proceeds from the 
2 
makes it: of this kind was the prayer of Hennab ; 


up to the almighty God, and brought down the 
„ 


» - wiſh*d-for bleſſing. God fees the defires and affec- 
. tions of the heart. One deſire, one earneſt fin- 
cdi. defire gf the heart, is more acceptable to him 
mt a thoulind words; one ſecret breathing of 
mn humble foul is of more weight with the great 
and etermal God, than the fineft compoſition, 
than the moſt pompous elocution, than the moſt 
* _florid expreſſions of our lips; and, indeed, it is 
=  'ratural to ſuppoſe this. We ſhould pay very 

5 3 


to the matter of their petition, am 
2 — — þ : 
his mercy to that criminal who ſhould be . 
- tent and unconcerned at the very time he 
us 
manger z neither can we eres the im- 
1 boy King of kings will pay the leaſt regard to 
. 

| an the foul, by which 
E TERS N 


makes all its wants known unto 
him, and implores 
aid and aſſiſtance from his gracious hand. ks 


it is not my preſent deſign, nor have 1 
. ins of proper wn 
of theſe 
ticulars, could I do it in the = 
. UU 
LSE of ſpeaking to all your 
F — God enable me ſo to 

in [3-35 LEY 6 

. — 
and begs a ſupply of all his wants, 1 
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"firſt, fo oy 2 
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re- 
are 
— ED 
== 
deeming before that 
a = 
2 wy 
to 
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- im 
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he i o us 
by i : 
till 
tinnalh, 
ſtate 


os 


fin unrepented of, if we conſider chat it is not in 
our power to repent, without the grace of God 
preventing and aſſiſting us, that if we die in in 
unconverted ſtare, eternal deſtruction muſt inevi- 


tably be our portion, we cannot but defire arid 


dance from our fears, and deliverance fm 
our danger; and, indeed, till the Spirit of Cod 
1— r 
the law, as hls alex de earneſt above the grand 
concern; till we fee the real 


about the things of God; bur, no ſooner are we 
convinced that chere is fuch athing as cternal 
from our ſpiritual lethargy, and groan ea 
zefily to be united to God. The whele bave no med 
of a phyſician, but they that are” fat. Suppoſe a 
man was to apply unto a 
yet, upon being aſked rhe nature of his diſoider, 
ſhould tell the phyſician that nothing ailed him, 
do very well without his aſſiſtance, would not this 
behaviour appear extremely rdieulous? Wo 
it not be very abſurd? Would nor the phy 
conclude, that either the perſon was out of his 


A EXPOSITION f 
"ibs, or elſe that he intended to mock him ? And 


what les mockery ave they guiky of who dew 


migh ts C with their lips, while their hearts are far 
frat him? How much leſs are thoſe | perſons infa- 
mated who profeſs to aſk for mercy at God's 
hand, who feem to pray for an intereſt in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nay, (to go farther ftill) who 
acknowledge in the liturgy that they have 0 health 
in them, who ſtile themſelves miſerable faners, who 
ſay they do not preſume to approach the Lord, truf- 
ing in their own frength or righteouſueſs, but in bis 
manifold and great mercies? What, I ſay, muſt we 


think of thoſe who profeſs all this, and pet have 


| She vanity and aſſurance to deny the charge when 
brought againſt them by another, and claim hap- 
pinels as a reward due to their own merits, who 
value themſelves upon the performance of fome 
ourward duties, (as if a perfect God could be 


| pleaſed brich their imperfect ſervices) who do not 


Aire to be wathed in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 


what are we to think of them? Why, that they 
are (whatever ſpecious pretences they may make) 
that they are in the very gail of bitterneſs, and in 
- din Aray of iniquity. Theſe men think, if 
they perform ſome ourward duties, all will be well, 
nay, many look upon coming to church, and 
— hey as comprehending the 
 - whole of religion, not conſidering how neceſſary 


. a a 


3 — ů—*—rͥ 


« venom of my heart, by poiſoning my commen a 
* actions, but even my maſt religious pern 
nnces with fin. I cannot pray but I fin, I n. 
| <* not hear or preach a ſermon but I fin, I cannot 
| give alms or receive the ſacrament but I fin; 
« nay, I cannot ſo much as confeſs my fins, bu | x 
„ my very confeſfions are ftill aggravations of : S, = 


* Gd; my repentance needs to 1 9 2 
r 5 
; * with the blood of my Redeemer. Thus, noe yl 
only the worſt of my fins, but even the beſt of _ 
* my duties, ſpeak me a child of Adem; info. 
«+ much that whenſoever I reflect upon my paſt 4 
actions, methinks I cannot but look upon my 
whole life, from the time of my conception to 
* this very moment, to be but as one continued 
« a& of fin.” r 4 A 
Does not this ſound like enthuſiaſm ? This was 
the temper with which this venerable prelate 
proached the throne of grace. Do you not 
gine he prayed and wreſtled wich God for a þ 


his fact fuccefs in driving us to God as a ſenſe of 
aur” Rt condition. When God is pleaſed to 

gra before its face, how earneſtly will 
en firive with God in prayer! when a finer 
” HT convinced of his danger, when he ſers no good 


-— Yn himfclf, when he ſecs no help, no place for re- 
* groan earneftly for deliverance, waiting for the adp 


FE ww of "God! renounce all vain confidence, all proud 
die in himſelf, and defire to rely on the all- 
fun merits of Jefus Chriſt his Redeemer ! 


8 ficient, and ſelf- . moraliſt, who wants no 


he is to do as he pleaſes : may the Spirit 
the defence wherein they truſt, to be as @ tottering 
wall, and as a broken bedge;, but the humbled and 


convicted finner, who knows everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion is his portion unleſs his ſoul is waſhed in the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, will not fail to cry mightily 
to God in prayer, begging his forgiveneſs, im- 
| his pity and compaſſion; he will wait for 

his redeemer ar be paſſeth by, and happy will he 
| 2e 
4 garment, knowing, if he is admitted to this privi- 
d Bell be made prfeth u, 


3 39 - This, Wy nen is one — 5 of mind : 
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* 


— as your go, you. — * = 
- thing leſs can avis than an inveſt in your . b 
Redeemer, behold a way to find relief; have -- 
courſe to prayer, call inceſſantiy upon God, do 2 
not let hi go except be bleſs you. Are you fn? ? 
do you feel you are finners? Enough, my life for ©} 
the Lord Jefus will hear your prayersz = 
throw yourſelves upon Chriſt; there is plenty of 
oil, bring your empty pitchers that they may be filled; 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that-throne 
is erected for finners ; you and I, my fellow · in- | 
ners, have a right to go there. O God makes, 
Jeſus died for us, my brethren. O! for a h 
ſand tongues to celebrate the praiſes of this mere» 
ful Redeemer ! come boldly then, do not deſpair - © 3 
is not Chriſt almighty ! ſurely then he is able ; 
pardon the greateſt ſinner ; his facrifice is fulfici- 


ent, and, if you are but ſenſible you want a Re. | r 
the Lord has ſent me to ſpeak to th day; my. - 


maſter commiſſions me to proclaim pedee to nm 


that are far off. Come then, juſt as you are 3 do - - 


wit = hell lies there ! If once you are convinced 
nue finners, you cannot but have recourſe to 
Prayer; and, till then, you will have no reliſh for 


: and ſhall you then be accepted for a little flimley, 
= | motley patch-work of your own righteouſneſs ? 
We | Wponr beans « Wha meas you by thi What, | 


am glad of it, it i a good fen, I hope the wy 
will have power ; however, I repeat it a of 
work as hard as ye can, and as log» ye wil, 
ye muſt at laſt lay down your arms, and acces if 
ſalvation as God's free gift, or periſh for ever: and - + 
my maſter has commiſſioned me to ſay to all formal 
to all who make a rout about their own 
ye hypocrites, the publicans and 
bats (except ye repent, yes, repent of all your 
works too) the pb ond A ball go 
into the hingdow of heaven before you. But, forts, © 
- perhaps, may fay, © Well, but though I own 
< Chriſt's merits to be neceſlary, yet, ſurely, fome 
< regard is to be paid to my abedience.” IW 
ware that this doctrine is too often inculcated, ; V 
it is ſo ſmooth and fo glib that too many Dr 
the intoxicating draught. But we read that þ 

commanded the Jews not to make their garments of = 
woolen and linnes together ; and, whoever thake © 
preachers are who talk of joining man's me = 

ſervice” to Chriſt's 
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But to return. You, my brethren; who are Ig 
villing and — no come — ones 4 
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er, vis. Faith'z we are to aſk in faith. Now, you 
may ſuppoſe; I do not mean fuch a fairk as affures 
the fer of ki 
what, I peeſbme, you are ſeeking after ; by faith 
bete I mean belief; you muſt believe that God is 
able to heal your wounds, that Chriſt is a Redeemer 
able ww deliver you, that the blood of the ever- 
ung covenant is ſufficient to waſh away all your 
. ins, be they ever ſo great; if thou cant believe, 
TT ns Oh! 4 _ 23 


Jane," be will give it you. If ye, being evil, know 
more ſhall my Father which is in beaven give good 

things ante them that aft bim Perhaps fome trou- 

| bled foul may fay, this is what I want; here is my 

I want that belief; an evil heart of 
Tnbelief will not let me fee that the Lord is g- | 
has often been my own caſe ; I have known what 
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I ay; bear a part in your anxiety, When hon en 
plain of unbelief. If you cannot deve, | 
aſk God for faith, aſk it of God ip Chaiſt : pers, 
your hearts are ſo ſtony that ye cannot pn. 
then you can figh, you can wiſh, at leaſt, that 
would be merciful to you; and one wiſh from the. 
heart, one ſingle Lord Jeſus help me, from a contre 
ſoul, will find its way to the God of your ſalvati- 
F on. Beg of God to ſoften your hearts, to 
Jour fins, to aſſure you of that pardon, to 
i n and to lead you by his 
/ Spirit into all holineſs. I do not want to ſend 
people. to Chriſt for ſalvation, 2225 
in their ſins: thoſe who make the obhjecti 
prove, that the root of the matter is not in them: 

there is no finner that is truly humbled and defir- 
ous of pardon, but what hates and abhors himſelf,. 
done but what is deſirous of returning from fin, _ 
| leading the life of Chriſt and of God. 


— that I have nat fad a word-of © 
I 


head of the Lord's prayer, which I ſhall hardly 
de able ro accompliſh at this time. | | 

To proceed. Love to our brethren is a | 
| this prayer 3 for, when we pray to God for mercy 
to ourſelves, we muſt alſo pray for our brethren, 


r, we ſhall fee that of our brethren, and beg 
of God to convince them of it; and this is called 


praying for all mankind; and I do 


for our brethren: when a foul is mounting to | 
throne of God on the wings of holy defire, 
is pleading with him for another as well as it- 


«pr his des of 


' the heart, it opens the very foul, it unites Gur 
brethrens crimes with our own, and nails em 5 
| the croſs of our Redeemer. EO 
1 ſhall now proceed to deſcribe very briefly the 
uſes and advantages of prayer. You will 
that I have chiefly conſidered prayer at preſent" as 
1 e 
[be 1 
3 
verted people returning to God, ſets ſorth the ad- 
Vvuantages of thus returning to him: F 
mib are called by my name a humble themſelves, 
and prey, and ſeek my face, and turs from their wicked 
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Firſt, then, the words ſuppoſe the finner io 
| exavinced of bis der, and likewite 16 be tobe 
+ -- with an abhorrence of fin, to be turned from bis | 
On. cw 
| does not fill us with an abhorrence of it 
5 eren to it, which does not indeed 
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all by no means fail. What an honour is this, | 
my brethren, for the great and glorious God of 1 
© + © > Dp, qunan, panes | 
vile worms as we are! Who would not think it an 
Honour to have audience of an earthly king? 
hold then, (and admire and love while ye behold) 
the immortal King of Kings vouchſafing to hear 
the petitions of finful duſt and aſhes : but God . 
toes not only hear, (for if he was to hear, and 
"hen, diſregard, it would be of no uſe to us) but 
God does not, will not, only hear, but he faith, 
F will forgive their fin. Here is reviving news in- 
deed! SG | 

You ſee, my fellow-ſinners, if you pray unto | 
God he will forgive your fins ; he has promiſed, 1 
and be aſſured, if you wait in the appointed means 
you hall ſee the promiſe fulfilled in yourſelves, 
you ſhall ne that the Lord is gracious, and know, 
by your own happy experience, that the Lord Je- 
us is a redeemer w pour fouls. Oh! what infi- 
„ Serta praying ſoul experience! 
is the life of the ſoul, and the chriſtian 
rer than he can 
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when God ſays, I will forgive their fins Les. 
my poor deſponding brother or fiſter, the 
Lord will hear your prayer, and. forgive your fins... 
Be perſuaded then, O ſinner, to try the experi- 
ment; be ſoftened, every hard heart; bend, every 
ſtubborn knee, before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ſor 
with bim there is mercy, and with him there is n- 
teaus redemption; and I will heal their land, fail 
Sr 
the ſinner's heart, he will heal it of all its wounds, 
n 
and ſupport him under all his troubles. 2 
Ann he temporal bleſſings promiſed to the Jews. | 
3 
church of Chriſt, and, by healing the land of 
„ and Grant, 3. mon. 0s 


barer heart by the media's blood, and ing 


1 have now endeavoured to ſer before you the 
and advantages of prayer 
in general; when 1 come to treat on the Lord's 
Prayer I ſhall be more particular ; the time will 
not permit me to enter upon it at preſent, chere 
fore I ſhall only make a ſhort 
| has been ſaid, and may the eternal God apply i 
all our hearts. 
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AM EXPOSITION of 


need of help, vou fee, my brethren, 2 door open 
| your delroerance. Turn ye to the Lord Jeſus, the 
® feng bold of wounded finners, ye priſoners of boye. - 


deemer's fide, and you need not fear finding n. 
\call upon him, for he has promiſed to 


| not accept ſalvation as God's free gift, to you, my 
- brethren, Thave ſpoken very plainly, and I entreat 
A you not to be offended; I define not to offend 
your perſons, but your unconverted hearts I would 
4 — Oh ! that they may be convinced. In- 
3 1 If you be- 


E a3 How ridiculous then i ic in you” 
= works muſt proceed from j jon? 


ould you not think 3 

tell you that the fruit was the cauſe of the tree ? 
3 you would fay, © 1 always thought that the 
1 * tree produced the fruit. Juſt as mad are you, 
© , they have no hand in t at al nor can you 


who know you are finners, and ſtand in 


$ will go to heaven by your own works, and will 
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fied. Arr. 
fore, 1 uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech. _ 
My brethren, We" <p IIs, 
n Shy" your een finden Da, cone 
humbiy to Chriſt, throw afide your vain hope and 
falſe confidence, do not be above accepting. eternal 
life from a crucified Saviour. Indeed, my . 
_ thren, your peace is 6 faiſe one; it is your obſtinacy. 
and blindneſs that will not let you fee this, and 
the more you depend upon your own-abilities, the 
more blind you will be. Oh! come then, os . 
tle children, own yourſelves finners, 
with me, that you really want a Redeemer ; dd 
Pair to the throne of grace, and. beg of God to 
give you a fight of yourſelves, and a uf) 
48. — i wei 
fins, and I have done. I prefume I need 


you, my brethren, that, while you cantine in your 


fans, you are in a ſtate of enmity with God. 
+ Think, O think, what it is to have the . 
your enemy, and, if you die in your preſent 
everlaſting deſtruction muſt be your por- 
tion / when you are on your death-beds, and fee 
the boundleſs proſpect of eterniry before you, 
what horrors will you then be in? And, when 
your fouls depart from your bodies, they will be 
conveyed by the hands of devils into unatterable 


* . 


EXPOSITION of 
woe. O! my God, what horrors will you then 4 


| 
| Wie oo bud er him 0 dil bis oving Kine 1 


.- 


nnd he will 5 you. Do not perfiſt 
your. eyes againſt the light, do not let your dying 
Redeemer call in vain. See the blood fireaming 
his fide l fee what your redeeming God has | 
for you ! do not then, I intreat you, do 
not. erucify him afreſh, but come home to him; .E; 
; —p— 0 dere grande oak | 

Jeſus, may incline all your hearts to accept of mer- 
cy while it is to be had! Do, my brethren, re- | 
. ſolve to do what you never did before, reſolve to 
a7 to God, try if Jeſus be not a merciful media- 
tur: # -you come humbly to him, he is able and 
| willing todeliver you, and whoſcrver cometh to bin, 
"\he-will ins no wiſe caſt out. 7 OY" * 
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ſhould ever be had to the ſacrifices and 


r* 


Our church, 2s I obſerved, after ſetting the law 


4 


us, informs us, r 
þ obey it. The unconverted cannot perform it 
| „ 


who are converted cannot obſerve it of themſelves, 
implore the guidance f 
Spirit to direct and affit them... 
muſt do in the uſe of the means he hath ſet 
chuck, the firſt of which is prayer; and, 
a pattern for prayer, our church preſents us 


err the gives us an expoſition of 
| it The catechames, having repeated the Lord's 
2 e, is .alked, What defireſt theu of Ged in this 
To which he anſwers: I defire my Lard God 
| Neven) Father, wbo is the giver of all goodneſs, 
16. fend bis grace unto me and to all people, that we 
lu, ſerve bim, and obey him as we eught 
n Ie anto God that be will ſend us all 
- things chat be aceaful, both for our ſouls and bodies, - 
| be anerciful unto us, and UE us aur 


Chriſt, who hath kepe it for them : thoſe 


| as for our God, be is in heaven. be bark dane 


nad er ned (.- 
ix all dangers, eg and bedih 1 and that be will byyy, | 
'us from all fn and wickedneſs, end from our 
— LOO. 
he will do of his mercy and geedneſs, 
Lind Jeſs Cri. And ther 1 Jy, . = - 

This prayer cqalifts of a preface, fix petitions, 
and a doxology. And, firſt, for the preface, 
is this: Our Father which art in hne. 
The perſon, or rather the being, addreſſes. in no 
his prager, is no "leſs than the ctemal and even 8 
laſting God and Father of men and angels, char” 
God who meted out the heavens with 6 ſpan, who laid 
the foundations of the earth ; he who founded it h 
the' ſeas, and prepared it pen the floods ; be created. 
all things of noching, and by bins all things jab = 
he is our common parents be formed us of de 
duſt of the earth ; to him we owe our being and © 
every faculty of our fouls. He is not only\our 
irre 
rr To 
g wiſe and gobd providence are we indebted r 6 
blefling we enjoy; the very air we breathes + 
every neceſſary and every convenience of tha if 
his bounty and -goodnefs. --- 
being we addreſs as our Father which is in e 
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1 throne, and the earth is bis faotflacl. 


- 


' This awful and tremendous Being are poor, miſe- 


- | By God, we are not to underſtand fuch a Being 
© fave of the beatkens invented to themſelves, 
—_— . Jy Fg, or infini 


er or Godhead. Wo are to underſtand him as 


ſpeaking in his human nature, thus, when he 
e, Why calleft thow me good ? There is none good | 
, that is God: when he faith, The Father is 
greater than 1; he ſpeaks in his human nature. 
- * Hits manhood was wken into the Effence, and that 
manhood muſt neceſſurily be inferior to the Eſſence | 
He 5s equal with the Father, or Eſſence, as _ 
be godbead, altho he was inferior to the Fa+ 

, ther as touching bis manhood. When Chriſt ſpeaks 

the Father, he means the Eſſence or godhead, 
ten he fich he is inferior to the Father, be 


— ſpeaks of himſelf as being a man. 8 1 
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the Chönen Carntnind; 


to in this excellent form of words, i 
and undivided Trinity, 2 
Sold of chriſtians, who dwelleth in manſioas of I 
glory, infinite in power and happineſs, frow MM. 
laſting to everlaſting. This conſideration ſhould 
' 1 rhe throne of grace.” Our hearts ſhould be "rails 


conferred on us in being 1 
with the great Jehovah; our hearts hould de 
humbled when we conſider ourſelves as tis ſinful 


. bs tes, the former die will U yet 
| ſtead; his being our Father by creation and r 
reignty over us may magnify his power, but his 
being our Father in the Lord Jefus will 
his mercy ; and, unleſs his C 
F edto us, good were it for us that we hal never beth 
1 born. You, then, who are in an unconveniel” 

ſtate, be wiſe for yourſelves ; the eternal God, wid 


* 
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open to our prayers : we are to ſay, our father, - 
in token that we pray for others as well gs qur- 


as wells. 
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I — not only his name- Main and. 
© properly ſocalled, bur alſo bis glory and 
. his power and wiſdom, his holineſs and 
=. firſt thing then we are to pray for is, that God's 
all kingdoms 4 upon earth, but that a 
} ſenie of his glory and goodneſs may be i 
1 our fouls ; we muſt deſire that the Lord God 
7 | Ui our Receemer place this petition in the fore- 
= Ged, no prayers we make will be acceptable unto 
= him. r matter to repeat e 
3B —_ My Son, give me thine beart, faith God. 
3 In this petition, then, we pray (and you'll ob- 
= ferve all along, that we are to include our brethren 
„ . well as ourſelves, ſor, we do not ſay, my father 
= give me, but our father give us, &c.) I ſay, 
_ in this petition, the believer prays that the Lord 


dd sel in our hearts by his Spirit, and place bis | 


bs name there ; we are to beg for fuch a meaſure of 
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we may be au- 


in our Mex. 


6, 0 eve is gory 


— 


fruits of it: and yet, unleſs the Lord is 
| then, beg'of God to enable us to ballow and fane-" 
2 

be next petition is, thy kingdow came. By the 
kingdom of God is not only a 1 7 


ſay, 
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A EXPOSITION 


pleaſed' 80 bring, in all jews, undes. infidebs, and 
hereticks, to the of chriſtianity, that 
(Chriſt may reign and his goſpe} may be profeſſed 
aver all the earth, that the earth may be full of the - 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. 
We ace to beg of him to open the eyes of all un- 
enlightened nations, that they may fee and believe 
the great truths of the goſpel, and that the ſulnaſi 
of the Gentiles may come in; we are alſo to 
unto him that the kingdom of his grace may be 
ſet vp and eſtabliſned in our ſouls; we are to deſur 
the Lord. would reign in our hearts, that he 
would be pleaſed to rule in our ſouls, and fabdue 
aur finful luſts and evil inclinations, which are 


= and enemies unto him; ve ve w beg of 


him to dethrone the tyrant which has ſo lopg re: 
ed in our breaſt, and to drive every Cancanite out | 
of the land, and to make our fouls a fit habitation 
far his good Spirit ; we muſt deſire that the Lord. 
would be. pleaſed to bring every thought into captruity 
unte the obedience of Chriſt ; that the Lord would 


de plead to rake us by his grace, and lead ys by 


his Spirit; we are to beg of him to paſs an act of | 
indemaity for our former rebellion againſt him, 

and receive us into bis ſervice, who is our natural 
Lord and ſovereign. | 

This, my brethren, muſt be our ſtate if ever 
we would fee God; unleſs we partake of the king - 
dom of grace here, we ſhall never 


partake of the 
bleſſed 


Re- 
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we may be 


may be eſtabliſhed in our hearts when- 


tbe Cnunen Carens. 


| deomer muſk neceſſiily his fie * 
and exerciſe 
—.— — Dee | 
1— his grace, 3 
ny reigs in our hearts il be _ 
— his feat ; we muſt experience 4 
Keene ——  — 
he my brethren, whenever = 
Let usthen, — 
eng — came; — 
ee his kingdom of grace 


But is this the caſe ? do ve really defire 
after. 


ever we repeat r 5 
— - — 
ye; 1 „ 
G ——_ true mean- 
— right, 1 inform you of che tow ms - 
pro petition, and to enable you _ 
— 
1 5 5 
The next — — —.— 
— God of our ſpirits, ſouls, _ 
yielding — unto him to perform = . 
pleafure : we TIS 
— ariſe 
r 2 
* —— fr If we would 
to —— 
gl 
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#*s EXPOSITION ff 
dete ſervants of God we muſt give up (freely 
ve up) our own. will, and defire ay the 
wilf of God in every particular. The chriſtian 
beſecches God —— —— 
— — 
may his 
he defires that the will of God, bis 
» may be accompliſhed here on earth, as it is 
heat to all, and as the moon, the ftars, and all 
the powers of heaven perform their ſtated revolu- 


tions, and proceed in a regular and ſtated courſe, 
according to the will of God, ſo are chriſtians. to 


| Again. Azangels, 8 and all the 
. A <andw to full the command- 
praiſes, and finging Hallelujaks to his name. as 
they are ever at hand 10 fuccour and defend us on carth 
when God wills and commands them fo to do; 


in like manner are we to beg of God fo to lead 


and direct us by his godly motions, that we 


all things obey his bleed will; we are 19 pray 


to pray 


cation of all his faichful people; and we are to 
m—_ hoſts of heaven, and all the bleſſed ſpi- 


7 


way 


a 
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| ln heaven the will of God is cnſtantiy | 
ed, there he meets with no 13 the will of - 
God is no where more controuled, than in 
hearts of men : how ungrateful muſt we 


even in our own eyes, when we 'refle& that we 


alone, of all God's creatures, bid defiance to his 
will? We have as great, perhaps, greater reaſons 
ſpeaking) to obey the will of God than 
the heavenly choir ; they never had a Redeemer 
to ſhed his blood for them. Amazing that we, 
of all creatures, are the moſt indebted to God's 


goodneſs, that we, of all creatures, are the moſt 


to break theſe ſtony hearts of ours, to reftify our 
diſorderly wills, (for by nature they are at enmity 
with God) and to lead us by his ſpirit to obey his 
God's will, my brethren, is this : that you do 
Lord Jeſus Chviſt as your Saviour and your Re- 
deemer, and be made completely happy in 
Oh ! do not deſpiſe theſe gracious offers, do not 
attempt to fruſtrate the will of God, when he 
wills your peace and eternal ſalvation ; rather let 


us implore his Holy Spiri that his zame may be 
e hearts, that his Lingdw may. by 


planted in our fouls, that we may be able to per- 


form. his will as it is in begven. Jn this manner our 
catechiſm explains theſe three peticiqus : 14 
22% 07 boon Forks, who is the g= 

S 


difobedient to his will! Oh! let us beg of God _ 


nerd > 6 


4 


the will bf God under all advetfities, are no eafy 


ns to learn. We are generally apt to imagine 
that we can aſſiſt God, as it were, that we can die- 


to the will of God, . 
—— — Beg of God 
then, my brethren, to enable you in all things to 
Fabmit your wills to his, to convince you that all 
is for the beſt, that he viſits you for your 


erm 
of them, or make you able to bear them. At the 
fame time you pray for this holy frame and diſpo- 
fition of mind, look up by faith to your bleſſed 
maſter, and make him your pattern. When the 
blefled Jeſus was in an agony for your fakes, when 
. bis-homan nature was ready to fink under the 


am the tiue bread, faith Chriſt, 7am the bread which 


* 


— — al eh and e 
nne 5 
bread. In this petition we 228 
Sener 
ſerves) that be will ſend us all things that be needfill 
Ne IR And, firſt, we are to 
—4 _ — — 

fpiritual gifts of God to his church 
compared in Scripture to bread; 1 


3 7 is neceffacy 
— —— 3 


' everinore give us this bread. We are not 7 


pray to God for a portion general, 
bane te to lk eee of i; el 
3 Without bread the body 
— ſupported. And, as the body 
hs recruits in order to its fuſtenance, fo we 

need of conſtant, of daily ſupplies of Gets 


4 EXPOSITION. 


his Spirit to give us a ſtedfaſt fajch in kim, 
, we ought. always to be praying to 
God for his grace and firength, when we confuder 


J 
I | what a variety of enemies we have to encount 


with; our own wicked hearts, a deceitful world, 
and our grand enemy the devil, are always laying 
traps in our way: how greatly then do we ſtand 
in need of help and ſpiritual ſupport ? 
Again. In this petition we are directed to call 
upon God for a ſupply of all our bodily wants. 
; Seeking firſt the kingdom of Gad and bis righteonſueſs 
we are to pray unto him for thoſe temporal bleſ- 
' fings we ſtand in need of. The chriſtian knows 
s God hears his prayer, he can remember many 
|” - Inflances of God's mercy in granting his requeſts; 
 - the chriſtian can rely on God with ſure confidence, 
and is convinced he will provide for him; he lays 
no freſs on his own ingenuity, but commits him- 
| ff to God; he begs a 1 
and prays to him for all carthly 
| he has commanded him fo to do. 3 ye 
* all the carth, he is certainly able to grant our re- 
queſts; and, if we have a ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt, 
we may be aſſured, (let things at preſent go how 
_ they will) we may be aſſured we ſhall never want: 
Y forbid we ſhould, (for it too often proves a curſe) 
„ but bread to eat and rgiment to put on we ſhall never 
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provide food for my animal life, he wh 
feedeth the ravens will ſurely feed his own ſervants; 
God declares, that a ſparrow d nit fall ts the 
Tr 
bairs of our head are all numbered. e 
then, is an encouragement to us to ray s G8 
for a ſupply of all our wants : but then God will 
be truſted, God will be prayed to, and, if we will 
go on in our own way, and do not leaverhe event 
to him, we muſt thank ourſelves for the 
ment; but, if we wait upon the Lord in huinble 
faith, we may depend upon it he will grant our 
becauſe we aſt amiſs, becauſe we do not afk in faith, 
or becauſe we aſk the bleſſings of this life wi, I 
for the good things of this world that we may =_ 

firſt alle, þ 


conſume” them upon our lufts ; but we muſt firſt 


yes and aſk earneſtly too, for an intereſt ths 2 3 


our cauſe to him who judgerh righteonſy. | Bur then 
we are not to be extravagant in our 


are not to dictate to him what he ſhall give, we 
are to fubmit to his providence, and deſite him to 
give us ſuck things as he in his infinite wiſdom 
ſhall ſee fir and convenient for us; we are t 
wit daily upon God with our requeſts, and there- 
fore God often keeps us low that he may keep Ws 
humble ; he gives his ſervants a ſmall 
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Hein chow 
— freſh ſupplies. Indeed the 
ant man —. 


—— 

dey! 

— . know not of, my trot 

power enjoy them. —— = 

conſtantly rely upon qe —_ 

— e upon Gb ge., 

— of him to — 

. Pur 1 haſten — — 

7 r — ond; 
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| treſpaſs 


is petition we pray to God (as our excel- 


et wa 

2 obſerves) that be merciful 
— — 4 
— = 
_— - That God —_ 
extend — us all muſt — 

a n ad tha 
——— —— * — 
tiy unto God for — 0 
—— 22 — ce 

| — aFer = | = th hand of Gd 

= bet of ws, have a ſhare i — 
— 
to afk 


many ſectet fins ; they have the remains of ord- 
inal fin lurking in their breaſts, and hey will 
_ albvays humble themſelves in the fight of God - 
many enemies are yet unſubdued, and, therefore, | 
wo dave nll ebaaiae nia vol EE 
- As we fiand in nend of mach earfibves, "ws 
are alſo to extend mercy to our brethren ; hay, in 
this prayer, we profeſs to aſk God forgiveneſs 0 
otherwiſe than as we forgive thoſe who have in- 
jured us. This is the hardeſt leſſem in the ſohaut 
of Chriſt ; and fince we cannot biitig ourſelves wb 
this frame, let us beg of Gad to endue us with it: 
let ws, — —ů— ů n ů þ 


Eee 
© Jak it. The perſon who has kazurect mie is 
really my forgiveneſs." Wall, "thy 
brother, retire into your owt heart. Have hot 
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ger of everlaſting deſtruction ? Pray for hinv they 
beg of God to fave his foul. If youean 


imagine — will open your foul 2 
your heart z or, — — 1 

„at leaſt pray for yourſeff; beg of Gad u 
root out this gall of bitterneſs ; it is a temptations | 


that beſets you, pray againſt it. 


* *» : 4 a--. 4 } 
* L 


We are now arrived at the laſt petition in this 


3 — and lead us not into tempration; 


hiss to ſave and defend us in all dangers ghoſtly and 
bodily ; we are to beg of God topreſerve us/ in all 


gine that Gai leads us into temptation, for Gad ann, 
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth be any man; at 
though, for wiſe ends, he permits his ſervants-to 
— in order to try their fidelity and waſt 
Whenever we are tempted, my brethren, lr 
us call-upem Cod. When the chriſtian is 
from within, or tormented from without, d 
he can fay, with the Apoſtle, without are g 
Jah da oder, he is wo apply te the Long 
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him who will nat faffer him 10 be tempted abeve that 
hy is able; bus will with the temptation aiſe make 6 
way to eſcape. r 

- The laſt. port of the petition is, end deliver us 
Prot] In this our church teaches us to pray 
n that he roll keep us from all fin and wicked- 
death.” The cvil-then, we are to pray againſt is 
the evil of fin, and the evil of puniſhment; we 
and to which we are liable; we are alſo to ptay 
enemy; anda bitter enemy he is, we can 
of axiiquiity! and all who dic without an intereſt in 
we then, my brethren, to be carneſt at the throne 
of grace, beſeeching God to lead us by his good 
n, co preſerve us fram our enemy, and to unite 
us cloſely to himſelf? Oh! that the Lord of hea- 
win would enable you all to cry out from the bot- 
tom of your hearts; Lord Jefus deliver us fron 
o 4 RA. 
This prayer is generally cloſed with a 
and ir is this : for thine is the kingdom, the power 
ad tbe glory, for cover and ever. | Donology means, 
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with a juſt enſe. of our own unworthineſs: This 
will lead us gut of ourſelves, — he 


1e truſt that be will bear ys for. Chritts take. . 
This alſo we are taught in aur catachili And this, 
Ie. be will ds, of bis mercy and geodueſs, ahrongh 
our Lord Jeſus Chrif, *Tis wholly wing d 
riches of God's free grace in our Redeemer, 


Wilkes > 


* 
2 1 * 
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way to the throne © 88 
„. Hes! is an Hebrew word, 
the cad of alt 
6s apply every part as I have gone along) 1 
| by ab brief as polbible.” | | | 
Thi, my brethren, is the comprehenſive 
of words compoſed y our dear Redeemer himſelf ; 
i= contains all we can defire or want, whether it 
3 I A (as it is 4 the excellent 
1 of our own church, which is entirely copied | 


= from this divine original. In our common prayer 

| | are truly chriſtian, and all are of- 

Auna ap through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 
I Gd all our Sermons had as much of 
. 


the ** enn us. 


not be contented to uſe a form of words, but im-. 
plore the ſpirit of God, that ye may be, exons. 
to pray from your heart. 

And now, my brethren, how many of you at- 
tend to the Lord's prayer ?(Do ye gray, or do ye 
an 
and I would adviſe you to aſk your own hearts the 

| queſtion. How can you diſregard that divine 
form of words, when they were compoſed by God 
himſelf ? What ſignifies your ſaying a parcel of 
words, without paying the leaft attention to what 
you are about? Would you not be affronted your- | 
ſclves, was any one to treat you as you do your 
God ? Do you imagine God will hear you for your 
euch ſpeaking ? No: one wiſh from the heart, one 
Cad be merciful to me a ſinner, will find its way to 
the throne of grace, and bring down a bleſſing, 
while your formal, hypocritical addreſſes will prove 
an abomination to the Lord. 

May the Lord God convince you, my brethren, of 
the value of theſe graces this prayer teaches you to 
apply for. Did you but know how much you loſe by 
neglecting to pray to God, you would no longer for- 
bear to cry unto him. (Was your worldly intereſt to 
be you would embrace vas, ;- 4 
nity : if you could all make your forans, if you 


why, you would pray without ceaſing 
would need no advice to uſe this method 21 | 
L. „ 


«> 
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| you woukd not be offended at me for prefling this 
Aud. my brethren, the time will come when 
you will de convinced 1 am not your enemy for 
ſpeaking plainly to you as 1 do. I ſhould be a 
vile hypocrite if 1 did not; you yourſelves would 

riſe up tn jullpment againft me, and amd me, =» 
To conchude. Let me beg of all here preſent 
to have ſome regard to their immortal fouls. Do 
not, my dear brethren, do not, I intreat you, be 
in love with damnation, bur beg of the Lord Jeſus 
to covert you from the errors of your ways. Let us 
all wait on God in humble prayer, and defire his 
| good ſpirit to lead us into all truth; and I defire 
you to join your hearts with mine in ſupplication to 
the throne of grace for theſe things. 
ol great and mexciful Lord, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who art the giver of all goodneſs, be pleaſed 
to ſanctify thy name in all our hearts; ſoften, O 

Land, aihly ftp hain, 26d AID the bvg:- 
dom of thy grace in every ſoul here preſent : make 
ir our meat and drink to do thy will, O God; as thy 
will is done in beaven, let it alſo be perfefied in us. 
Give us, O Lord, a conſtant ſupply of thy grace, 
org rhe arora 1a:! wg Pardon, 
O Lord, all our fins and tranſgreflions, and enable 
e 
thoſe who have trefpaſſed againſt us. Be preſent 
with us in our ſpiritual warfare ; cover aur beads in 
the day of baitle ;, deliver us from the enemies of 
f 1 2 eo 


to whom, with thee, O Father, 


Ghoſt, be aſcribed all the honour and glory of f 
on, and for ever- 
| La Suk 
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SERMON vn. 


N, chap. in laner part of the gh verſe, 


—Except e mas be bers of water, and ofthe Spit, 
8 n 


T. 
maſter in ua, who was not a little diſ- 
concerted at the aſſertion in the third verſe : Jeſus 
anſwered and ſaid unto him, verily, verily, I ſay unta 
thee, r 


kingdoms of Gad. 
Td @ Mine wes, 3 put old the fared. 
ties of his mind on the ſtretch to the 


meaning of this ſaying. A glaring inſtance this " 
of the inſufficiency of the greateſt endowments 
of the human mind, without the guidance and 
direction of the Holy Spirit. Human learning 
may make ample diſcoveries in the field of nature, 
may be of conſiderable uſe in the contemplation 
of outward objects; but when once it leaves its 
proper ſphere, and aims at a knowledge of the 
Things af God, it fails in the attempt. and is loſt 
and bewildered in a maze of error. N can 
direct the mind in purſuits of this nature, but the 
unerring dictates of the Holy Spirit, they 
muſt be #!! taught of God, who would _ 


the Cuvnen Carzeninai; 10% 


| waſters of divine knowledge J we myf be bers again 
before we can have any notion of tha life of Chriſt, 
As ne poiſon <a have any ies of OE. 
EY ſo no one can have the leaſt 
wan or any reliſh for ſpiritual trachs, 
till, by the gracious influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit breathing divine life into his foul, he is become 
dead unto fin, aui alive unto Gad, through Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord; and, till God is thus pleaſed to inform. 
the heart, the wiſeſt of natural men will have very. 


uncertain and confuſed notions of the ſpiritual 


blellags held frnck in the gaipel of Cheilt 

This was the caſe with Nicademar; all his learn- 
ing could not comprehend what our Redeemer 
meant by inſiſting on the neceſſity of a man's being 
bern again before he could live the life of faith. 
Nicodemus ſaith unto him, bow cn 4 mas be born 
| when be is old? Can be enter the ſecond time into bis 
mother's womb and be born? While this anſwer 
proves the inabilicy of man in his natural ſtate to 
comprehend tbe hidden things of God, — 
rally make to the dodtrines of the goipel. "The 
goſpel, when preached in faith and fincerity, never 
fails to alarm their pride; theſe men cannot bear 
to be told that all their attainments will not make 
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effefted by the Spirit of God, before | 


any intereſt in the bleſſed mediator. 


— ati 260 
the kingdom of Cad. The generalicy here preſent 
have been den of water, would to God they were 
you are to ſeek after ;, for, 25 4 man muſi be born 
into the world before he can perform the vanous 
offices of animal life, ſo every foul muff be bers 
again of the Holy Spirit of God before it can 
take a ſingle ſtep in the life of Chriſt and of God; 
as without air the body cannot breathe, ſo without 
uam 
principle of divine liſe. 

Our own church agrees with the holy ſcriptures 
in preſſing this point ſtrongly upon us. In her 
catechiſm ſhe ſets before us the . gracious offers 
God has been pleaſed to make to fallen man thro* 
a mediator z ſhe proceeds to inform us, that re- 


pentance and faith are indiſpenſably neceſſary on 
our part, if we would have the comfortable pro- 


miſes of the goſpel applied to ourſelves ; to con; 
vince us that our faith muſt not be a lifeleſs, in- 
active principle, ſhe lays down the ten command- 
ments of God to be obſerved by us as the fruit 
or ſign of our faith; they are alſo delivered 90 
the terror of the unconverted, that, by ſeeing 
| how grofsly they have violated the law of God, 
they may be led to aſk for mercy through the 
blood of a mediator , and, that the beſt may nog 
preſume upon their own ſtreagrh, are told, 
we cannot do theſe things God's ſpecial 
grace, which we ave 1 apply or y Gigen * 


nn 
| © This is one means of grace, one of thoſe chan 


de ſhed abroad in every heart here preſent; may 


4 


hun 
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nels whereby God conveys ſpiritual affiftance to all 


tur believers: This is exhibited in the 


of the Lord's The other means to be 
uſed are the facraments, the firſt of which is Ju- 


"ſw, which will be the fubje@t of my following 
diſcourſe. 


" "f I have made choice of theſe words, as contain- 


ing a deſcription of the outward and inward alters 
poſed to effect. From theſe words Lanes 
lay before you the nature and x,of this 
facrament, and to make a ſuitable to 


_ ourſelves. 


And may the holy and almighty Spirit of God 


his gracious influences be diſpenſed to every foul 


tions and oppoſition to his goſpel, and diſpoſe 
every one that hears me this day to a ſerious atten- 
ys wo his hey wad, 

Before the facrament of baptiſm is explained, 
. there are ſome directions about ſacraments in ge- 
neral. The catechumen is firſt aſked, How many 
ſacraments bath Chrift ordained in bis church? The 
anſwer is, /wo only, as generally aeceſſary to ſalua- 
tion, that is to jay, baptiſm and the fupper of the 
Led. Tus any, in contra - diſtinction to the Romiſh 


church, which infiſts on five more, viz. confirma- 


* = 1 i. as 


craments, becauſe they are no where laid down in 
ſeripture for ſuch, 232999 
neceffary to ſalvation. 

Corifirmation, or the ngen n 08 
ock as have been baptized, is indeed an apoſtolical 
rite, very uſeful when rightly received, and is 
very proper to be retained ; but this is no where 
infiſted on by Chriſt himſelf, but was inſtituted by 
rr 
influences of the Holy Spirit by this ſolemn ordi- 
nance : in imitation of their practice, the biſhops 
of the chriſtian church in all ſucceeding ages have 
obſerved this rite, exerciſing it eſpecially on thoſe 

who were baptized in their infancy, imploring the 
Spirit of God to enable them to perform the vows 
made for them in baptiſm. Thus far is this in- 
and no farther, does our church enforce it. 
This, as ſuch, is no where inſiſted on in ſeripeure, 
nor has it any of thoſe properties which more im- 
niſhing ourſelves in what may have been unto us 
an occaſion of falling, is not only in ſome caſes 
uſeful, but is alſo an emblem of inward forrow - 
for fin, and is in ſome degree authorized” by our 
| i „ | 
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umb; but when - carried to the 
height the church of Name places it in, is certainly 
repugnant to the will of God, becauſe that church 
ſooks on certain acts of penance performed by 
her ſeeming. penitents as meritorious of mercy. 
Tui is certainly making a Chriſt of man's per- 
all, there is mne other name under heaven given 
ann nite whereby wwe can be ſaved, but the 
name of eur Lord Jeſus Chr. =» 2 
The next thing to be obſerved, or father, to 
be diſregarded as a facramnenc in the popith calen- 
der, is orders, viz. holy orders, ſuch as that of 


biſhops, prieſts, and deacons. This can by no 


means be reckoned neceflary to ſalvation, nor is it 
any where inſiſted on by Cheift, nor expedted to 
be obſerved by all his followers. A ſacrament, 
as we ſhall fee hereafter, is equally obligatory on 
all orders and degrees of men, bur holy orders are 


WE therefore holy orders can be no facra- 
ment; not but that orders are of divine inſtitu- 
_ tion; the care of fouls is a great concern, enough * 
ts make thoſe tremble who undertake it; they 
Rand in need of the prayers of all faithful people, 
that they may diſcharge their duty properly : for 
my own part, I am ſenſible of the importance of 
the charge committed to me; I am ſenſible like- 


wiſe of my own infirmities, and therefore deſire 


your prayers that I may be found faithful: I am 
. already 


, and were deſigned to be given, only to one 


" 1 

* 1 
3 
by 


* 
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e 
God I may continue fo!) thereſune you, my. 
dear, becauſe deſpiſed friends, will not be fut- 
prized when I defire you to pray for me, that af- 
R 

1 —— the papifis zerm 's. 
ſacrament. This, as the former, is not obligatory 
en all men, conſequently is no facrament. The 
papiſts themſelves affure us it is not binding oa 
all men, by the various orders of unmarried men 
among them. This, however is an ordinance of 
God himſelf, which, for my own part, I believe 
every man is bound to enter into, unleſs prevented 
„ 
eſtate. 
© The laſt of this popiſh trumpery to be conſi- 
dered as a facrament is extreme unction. The 


. . pa- 
——— if a perſon is thus 
anointed before he dies, he is certainly happy. 
(Here again, as our formal nominal chriſtians make 


gots make a Chriſt of union. God 
. 


eee, pn | 
theſe pretended ſacraments of the | 


eee 


your 


a Chriſt of their own works, No theſe beforred bi- 
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your time 4 bur, at preſent, the determination 
our own church, in her twenty-fifth article, o 
rn 13 
3 ordained of Chriſt our Lord in the 
1 baptiſm and the ſupper of the 
4 Thoſe five, commonly called facra- * 
NN + 
« counted for ＋ oh 
« fn ſacraments of the goſpel, being 
RO 
2 of the Apoſtles, partly are ſtates of 
4 allowed by the ſcriptures, but yet have not 
N er and the 
| 288 ſor that they have not any viſi- 
3 ſign or ceremony ordained of God.” This 
og reaſon. Sacraments muſt be attended 
5 89222 but theſe have not 
. e | 
obſervance of the two ſacraments 
N Ip re da 
ty 3 they are faid to be generally neceſſary to ſatoa- 
tion, not abſolutely ſo, that fabvation cannot be at. 
tained without them; but they ns ack 
fary to ſalvation, they are the ſtated ordinary means, 
the channels by which God has promiſed to con- 
vey his grace and ſpirit to al trve believers; here. 
fore it is the duty of every chriſtian to wait bum- 
bly in the uſe of theſe ordinances, where they may 


de had, but where they cannot (which muſt hap- 


pen in ſuch places as are deſtitute of a regular mi- 
"_ 


— . 


the cen curienn. 7 


fary, nor ſer limits to Gods vie ad nbd 
K 


21 Te 


the ge ſte, ud that K 6 ue Ege. 
duty to obſerve them, they being generalh neceſſary 
to ſalvation, it will not be improper 
rains Laos | nad "ih BI 
bend in the anfocr 19 the neat quien, WOES 
The mivcr k, 1 meas as exterd at Gli ths 
of an inward and ſpiritual grace, given unto us, @r- 
dained by Chriſt himſelf, as a means whereby we receive 
the ſame, and a pledge to Aire us thereof. This'ss 
che meaning of the word. 
N 


clare our defire of receiving the inward grace thoſe” 


outward ſigns are intended to repreſent. We pre * 
to all the world our chriſtian profeſſion, by uſing 
the ordinances our maſter has appointed: but, f- 


ben that there are two ſacraments in | 
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the anſwer to the next queſtion, which is this: 
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-uſes theſe ordinances in humble 
made 4 panaker of the invurd and Pleat ace”, 
and theſe outward figns are to him a ſeal or pledge 
to allure bim of his intereſt in a Redeemer. This 
too © confirmed by the article already quoted. 

« Sacraments ordained of Chriſt be not only badges 
<< or tokens of chriſtian mens profeſſion, but ra- 
* ther they be certain, fur and effec- 
<< tual ſigns of grace, and God's good will towards 
nus, by the which he doth work inviſibly in us, 
_ * and doth not only quicken, but alſs ſtrengiben 


is really 


n We fee, then, 


that there are two ſacraments in the chriſtian 
church, that they are generally neceſſary to ſalvation, 
that the meaning of the word ſacrament is an - 
| ward viſible fign of an inward ſpiritual grace, an ap- 
peal and evidence to our ſenſes of ſpiritual gifts 
and graces : by theſe we are given to underftang, 
that the grace of God operates on the foul in a 
 Emmilar manner with that in which the outward 
| ſymbols operate on the body. And, farther, we 
| have ſeen, that ſacraments are not only a badge 
| of our profeſſion, not only a ſign of grace, but, 
o all worthy receivers, they are @ pledge to affure 
them of it... That we may have till a clearer idea 
of the ſacraments of Chriſt, a diviſion is made in 


How many parts are there in a ſacrament ? The an- 
ſwer Is, ,; the outward viſible fign, mers 
mig: 


Each 


— 
and de thing Ggnificd: Water in baptiſm is the 
grace z the water is a vilihle emblem of an inviſi- 
ble grace. So again bread and wine, in the facra- 
ment of the Lord's ſupper, are the outward figns ; 
the body and blood 'of Chriſt, or ſpiritual com- 
ſymbols are a help to our faith, theſe ordinances 
are the channels through which God has promiſed 
to diſpenſe grace and peace to all true penitents 
and worthy receivers: but, then, as ſpurnual grace 
will always accompany the outward Ggn to thoſe 
who uſe thoſe ordinances in humble faith, fo there 
is ſuch a thing as a man's receiving either of them 
unworthily, and in that caſe he only enhances his 


c 
we may clearly deduce, that a perſon may receive 
the anf vj u, and be entirely deſtitute 
of. the inward ſpiritual grace : many a man has* 
Holy Ghoſt ; many a man has received the bread 


of Chriſt. It is not receiving the outward elements 
of water in baptiſm, nor of the bread and wine 
at the Lord's ſupper, which conſtitutes a chriſtian, 
ynleſs he be made partaker of the inward and 
ſpiritual grace of the goſpel. Ir is not an outward 
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Thoſe only who are ſenſible they want a phyfician, 
and who pant after a knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, are 
benefited by theſe ordinances. 
"This wo is confimed by the latter part of the 
article abovementioned. © The facraments were 
<« not ordained of Chriſt to be gazed upon, or to 
e be cartied about, but that we ſhould duly uſe 
them; and, in fuch only who worthily receive 
the ſame, they have a wholeſome effect or ope- 
ration; but, they that receive them unworthily, 
« purchaſe to themſelves damnation, as &. Pan 
«© Hirth. | 
| i. ho; tat cms. ts 
outward viſible fign, and the inward ſpiritual grace. 
Thus much for facraments in general. 
Our church, having explained the nature and 
meaning of -facraments in general, proceeds to 
confider and explain each facrament apart. And, 
firſt, the catechumen is aſked the nature of bap- 
tim in the feur following queſtions, the firſt of 
which is this: What is tbe cutward vifible gn or 
form in baptiſm? The anſwer is, Water, wherein the 
_ perſon is baptized in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. This is the firſt part. 
the outward viſible fign. Water, in ſcripture, is 
rene 


kingdom of God. Let thoſe, then, who dare de- 


the cnunen Carzentsm. 161 pt "1 


purify the body, fo does the ſpiric of God operate 
on all whoreceive this ordinance rightly, and cleanſes 
and purifies their ſouls. For this reaſon water is 


uſed in baptiſm. 

Baptizing with water is the appointed means of 
admitting perſons into the chriſtian church: ft was 
commanded by Chriſt, Go, teach all nations, bap- 
tizing, or waſhing, them, in the name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Now the Apo- 
ſtles, and, fince them, all miniſters of Chrift, can 
only baptize with water: it muſt be God who bap- 

This, then, is ſufficient to prove the neceſſity and 
uſefulneſs of water-baptiſm, it was enjoined by 
Chriſt himſelf. Water is mentioned in the text, 
as well as the Holy Ghoſt ; except a man be bars 
of water, and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the 


command of Chriſt. I mean not by this to give 
offence to ſcrupulous conſciences, God forbid ; 1 
mean only to reftrain-that indecent derifion of wa- 
ter-baptiſm, which is roo common with ſome in 
theſe our days. I would not, however, be thought 
to lay a ſtreſs upon the firſt part of water-baptiſm. 
only, far from it; I ſhall clear myſelf of this 
charge preſently ; what I would now enforce is 
this : baptizing, 5. e. waſhing or ſprinkling with 
water, * 
which 


of the ſpirit, wherein the perſon is baptized in the 
wame of the Father, of the Son, and of the Hal 
Sal. is the only Lord and God of chri- 


: 


7 being by na- 
wrath, we are 
berely made the children of grace. This is the thing 


fignified : every man by nature is a child of wrath; 
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being it home 10 God z all who would he partakers | 
of eternal happineſs, muſt experience this baptiſm 
of the Holy Spirit. Sinners are firſt. drawn by 
the ſpirit of God to a ſerious conſideration of gof- 
pel trutha, they are convinced of fin, they are en- 
abled to fee their own wretchedneſs, and the need 
they have of a redeemer , they are humbled under 
a ſenſe of their fins, and they are made to fee their 
intereſt in him: they-are comforted under a ſenſe 
of theſe things, and they know, by happy expe- 
rience, that the Lord Jeſus is indeed their Cad; they 
are affured, (let who will gainſay it I care not, for 
I will fay it, and I have the authority of ſcripture 
and our own church to bear me out, for our homi- 
lies are full of it) they are aſſured, I fay, that 
their fins are forgiven ; the Spirit itſelf beareth wit- 
neſs with their ſpirits that they are the children of 
Gad. | 
This, my brethren, is the imward and ſpiritual 
grace; all who receive baptiſm rightly (adult per- 
ſans eſpecially) receive and experience the reno- 
vating power of the ſpirit of God. The grace, 
| then, annexed to the outward ordinance in this 
ſacrament is, 4 death unto fin; they become dead 
unto fi, that they may live unto God. The next 
thing is, 4 new birth unto righteouſneſs : the new 
birth is what you muſt experience in your hearts, 
you muſt be born again you have been born ef wa- 
ter, beg of God ta baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt 
and wits fire. All your faculties, N 
+ ings, 


164 * EXPOSITION f 
aud fanctißed by the fpirit of God. Tour Re- 
deemer has told you, except ye be born again, ye 
cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 
And now, my brethren, permit me to aſk you, 
Have you been baptized with the Holy Ghoſt ? It is a 
ſerious queſtion, and deſerves your ſerious conſide- 
ration. Have you been made to fee your blindneſs 
and wretchedneſs ? Have you ſeen Chriſt as your 
Redeemer by the eye of faith? Have you ſeen your 
fins pardoned in his blood? Has the Holy Ghoſt 
come upon you, and the power of the Higheſt overſha- 
dewed you ? Are ye led by his ſpirit ? Is your cor- 
rupt nature cleanſed ? Do ye deteſt and abhor fin, 
and loug to be diſſolved and be with Chriſt? In a 
word, have you felt the ſpirit of God ſpeaking 
peace unto your hearts, and do you find all en 


| - and peace in believing ? If fo, bappy are ye, may 


your whole lives be devoted to his ſervice. If 

you have not experienced theſe bleſſed effects, you 
have never been baptized; you have, indeed, been 
admitted into the outward church, the outward 
ordinance by water has been adminiftred to you, 
but, unleſs you have been made partakers of the 
divine nature, you are not a whit the better. Only 
uſe your reaſon ; baptiſm is called regeneration ; 
now can you ſay you have been regenerated while 
you continue in fin, while your hearts are ſtrangers 


to God? What fort of thing is a regenerate 
drugkard, a regenerate fabbath-breaker, a rege- 


* 
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nerate blaſphemer, a regenerate whore · monger, 
a regenerate adulterer? The terms are a contta- 


dition ; and yet many of you are affronted it you, * 


are told that you are no chriſtians ; many of you, 
becauſe you have been baptized with water, con- 
clude you are chriftians. Chriſtians! God help 
ſuch chriſtians ; you are baptized heathens, if you 
pleaſe, but chriſtianity you are ſtrangers to. O 
do not flatter yourſelves, but reſolve to im- 
oral... 
you. 


ſelves allow a man may receive the Lord's ſupper 
unworthily. Our twenty-ninth article ſaith, ** The 
« wicked eat not the body and blood of Chrift, 
- hag Bey. mop. peaſs the borne wil. ae 
* teeth ;”* and, by a parity of reaſoning, a man 
may receive baptiſm unworthily. As bread and 
wine in the Lord's ſupper are the outward ſigus, 
and can be of no ſervice without the body and 
blood of Chriſt, fo, in water-baptiſm, the outward 
ſign can be of no ſervice without the regeneration 
or new birth; but all who are bus baptized are 
immediately peſſed from death unto life ; for, as our 


catechiſm obſerves, being by nature born in fin, they 


are bereby, by the regenerating efficacy of the bleſ- 


ſed ſpirit, made the children of grace. This alſo is 


the ſenſe of our church in her rwenty-feventh arti- 
cle, intitled, of baptiſm. *©* Baptiſm is hot only 
©Y fign of profeſſion and mark of difference, 

Mz; = 9 bene 


If this appears wrong, you may remember, your- 
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hereby chriſtian men are ſcerned from cthery 
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And it would be well, for it. is neceſſary, that all 
they who are of riper years, and who- apply for 
baptiſm, would beg of God to give them tee 
| that, at the ſame time they are bep- 
tized with water, they may be baptized with the Holy 
Chi and with fire, that they may truly repent them 
of all their farmer fins, and fedfaftly believe the pro- 
. of God made to them in that jacrannes 3 that 


© ionerd Ovitne! groce. You who have been bay 


tized with water, but have never been bers of the 
ſpirit, beg of God to begin the falvation-work 
in your hearts, and to carry it on unto perfection. 
No, before men can be furniſhed with theſe 
requiſites, they muſt arrive at the uſe of their rea- 
fan. Iufants then, when baptized, whale they are 
ſuch, are incapable of theſe things. This is pro- 
vided for in the next queſtion and anſwer. The 
queſtion is, Why then are infants baptized, when by 
reaſon of their tender age, they cannot perform them ? 
The anſwer is, Becauſe they promiſe them both by their 
fureties; which promiſe, when they come is age, them- 
ſelves are bound ta perform. Children, born in a 
chriſtian country, are (as they certainly ought tq 
be) dedicated to God in baptiſm in their early 
years, not that they are ſenſible of their ſtate by 
nature, nor of their want of mercy, but, this be- 
ing the ſtared form of admitting members into the 
outward church, it ought certainly to be complied 
with. We have an expreſs command for it by 
| M4 Chriſt 
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baptizing them. 
We 
all nations, 
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church, as moſt agreeable with the inſtitution of 
with ſome 
Not that I would infinuate, 
„ Chriſt.“ 


in bap | — 
= V es and converſations g 
o * * _ 
- _ ger prom 
0 = 
"oe are 


| | church um - to _ 
. 0 * 


God's 


n 
they commit 
« dying before 
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0 edly ſaved. 
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to adminiſter baptiſm to 
ought infants 
' mand, we 


_ 
and, aki they are incapable of repenting 
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brought up in the nurture and atmonition of the Lu 
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ſpiritual grace. 

This 18 _ a e Meade and 


who take this oer upon them ſlightly and ar ran- 
; dom. Our church indeed has enjoined in one of 


| her canons, that no one ſhall be admitted as a p6d- 


| father or godmother who is not a communicant ; 


but (ſuch is the iniquity and degeneracy of theſe 
But I would adviſe all ſuch perſons to confider ſe- 
under, and to remember that God will moſt cer- 
tainly require a performance of it at their hands. 

Thus having gone through with the facrament 
I invite all unregenerate perſons to ſeek earneſtly 
thren, if there is any truth in the word of God, 
nothing ſhort of this can poſſibly ſecure your eter- 
nal falvation. Be not ſuch enemies to your own 
ſouls, as to neglect theſe important things; do not 
dons on your keving boen baytined CERES 
brethren, the ſpirir of God is firiving with you, 
now the bleſſed Jeſus is waiting to ſee whether vou 
_— —_— = Do adi ter the 


thren, 


— mn My dear brethren, I feet for you. 
Little do yen think of the danger you are in. Flee 
far your lives to ES Js, who has pro- 
25 — — ths, iqmes 
H. yen do but ſee your want of a Redeemer, 
is half done. Implore the ſpirit of God 
to lead you to the throne of grace, try the experi- 
ment, which no one ever yet hath tried in vain. Go 
hunibly to your bleſſed Redeemer, and may he be 


* 


Nane Chap. x. ver. 16, 


The rap. of baſing which we Miſs, ini aechecom, 
munion of- the bloed of | Chriſt ? The -bread which 7 
$a is it not the communion of the body of A” 


- - "of 
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adviſes them by no means to be preſent at the ſa- 

crifices and feaſts which were held in honour of © 
the. heatheniſh idols; he informs them, that, by 
true God, and profeſſed themſelves the ſervants 
of thoſe imaginary deities : not that thoſe gods 
had any exiſtence, (but in the corrupt imagina- 
were fuch as the devil fer up in their hearts, and 
on: oi Bren worſhip, in n to the 
of ſacrifices of his devifing, they would immedi- 
ately enter into league and covenant with him. 
What ſay 1 then, faith the Apoſtle, that the idol is - 1 
any thing, er that which is offered in ſeerifie 15 idols = 
&s any thing ? But T ſay, that the things 1M 
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en. Aud I would not that ye ſhould have fellowſhip 


every true behever enters into with the bleſſed 
Jeſus at his heavenly table: he declares in the 
tert, that thoſe who partake worthily of the bread 
and wine at the Lord's table, are really made par- 
takers of the body and blood of Chriſt; and from 
thence he infers, that thoſe who partake of the 
devi s facrifices are liſted into his ſervice, and ini- 
tiated into the deep myſteries of hell. 

_ This is what the men from the poſi. 
tion in the text. It is not my preſent deſign to 
enlarge on the juſtice LN 
confine myſelf to illuſtrate the doctrine contained 
in the text, viz. that all believers in the ſacrament 
of the Lord's _ pa — 
nion with Chriſt their head. 

And may the holy and eternal Spirit of God 
take every foul here preſent into his good keeping ; 
may he remove all prejudices from our hearts, and 
diſpoſe us to receive with meekneſs the bleſſed 
word of his grace. 

The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the 
_ communion of the blocd of Chriſt ? The bread which 
we break, is is not the communion of the body of Chriſt ? 
I hall confine myſelf to this ſubject, becauſe it 

| | 2 will 
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will be matter of the greateſt improvement to us, 
this alſo 1 am led to enlarge on by our chriſtians - 
catechiſm, which, having explained to us the na- 
ture and expediency of the former ſacrament of 


baptiſm, proceeds to ſet before us the nature and 
benefits of the other ordinance or means of grace 


ſet up by. our Lord, commonly called the Lord's 
fupper. 

Sacraments in general have been explained in 
the beginning of this part of the cateckiſm. A 
ſacrament is defined to be as outward wifible fign of 
an inward and ſpiritual grace given unto u, ordained 
by Chriſt himſelf, as 4 means whereby wwe receive the 
fame, and a pledoe to aſſure ns thereof. _. 
According to this definition the two ſacraments 
of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper are explained - 
the · former of theſe has been diſpatched already. 
The catechuman is next examined concerning the 
cauſe, the nature, benefits, and advantages of the 
Lord's ſupper. The reaſon of the infticutien is 
given in the anſwer to the following queſtion : 
Why was the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper ordained ? 
The anſwer is, Far the continual remembrance of the 
ſacrifice „ the death I Gi, and of the bengfts 
which ave receive thereby. 

This facrament was ordained by Cheit Rug 
It was inſtituted by him at his laſt ſupper; he 
commanded his diſciples to hand it down to all 
ſucceeding ages in remembrance of him; it was 
deſigned to be a memorial of his death and paſſion; 

. "4 
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is was not only defigned to be a remembrance, bitt 
a conrinvat remembrance of the death Cbriſ. 
Believers, indeed, often commemorate the death 
of their Redeemer in their ſpiritual communion 
with him, but be who knew the infirmities inci - 
dent o human nature, ſet up chis monument in 
his church as a -help to our weakneſs. In this 
ordinance he makes uſe of our ſenſes to convince 
us of the ſpiritual bleflings conveyed to all the 
worthy receivers thereof. This ordinance was de- 
figned to be a continual remembrance, which implies, 
that it was to be uſed continually. Believers, in 
this ſtate of pilgrimage, a ny. 00 7 
. 
_— it follows, that it ſhould be often 
uſed. 
only defigned as 4 continual remembrance of the 
death of Grit, but it was ordained for a continual = 
remembrance of the Sacxirics of the death of 
Chrift. Believers, in this ordinance, do not only 
profeſs to remember that ſuch an one as Chriſt did 
formerly live upon the carth, but they remember, 
to their unſpeakable comfort, that Chriſt was their 
facrifice, that he died for their fins ; for the ſacra- 
„„ fone aver celine for « comtiunc! 
. remembrance -of the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, 
| and of tbe Bueneerrs which we receive thereby. 
All worthy -receivers of this ordinance 


* 
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the ineftimable benefits, viz. pardon and peace, 
ariſing to them from the bitter death and paſſion 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. E 
This facrament, then, was ſer up by Chriſt in 
his church as a monument of his love, that his 
people might have conſtantly before their eyes a 
memorial of his death, and of the invaluable 
bleffings purchaſed for them by that his death. 
This ordinance was not to ceaſe with the Apoſtles, 
but was continually to be uſed as 4 continual re- 
membrance of theſe ineſtimable privileges: therefore 
we read the Apoltles, after our Lord's aſcenſion, 
were frequently employed in breaking bread from 
houſe to bouje. The Apoſtle Paul faith, as often as 
3e eat this bread and ariak this cup, ye do ſhew the 
' Lord's death till be come. The primitive chriſtians 
were ſcrupulouſly exact in the obſervance of this 
ſolemn rite, they ſeldom (never, indeed, on the 
Lord's day) held any religious meetings without 
partaking of the holy euchariſt. Would to God 
that this practice was {till obſerved in thele our 
days! 
To proceed. A ſacrament, as was obſerved in 
my laſt diſcourſe, conſiſts of two parts, an outward 
viſible Au, and an inward ſpiritual grace. 
The outward gn, which is the firſt part of this 
facrament, is thewn in the anſwer to the next 
queſtion, which is this: bat is abe outward gart 
or fe of e . 
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Jeb, which I will give for the life of the world. 
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and, wine, which the Lord bath commanded to be 
3 

_ Theſe outward elements our Redeemer er com- 
manded to be received as a fign and pledge of 
thoſe ſpiritual bleflings he has promiſed to confer 
on all worthy receivers of this ſacrament. Bread, 


we all know, is the flaff of life, the main ſupport 
of our animallife; this our Lord pitched upon to 


give us an idea of his body, which is the faff of 

eur ſpiritual life, the chief ſupport of our fouls ; 
therefore Chriſt faith, I am the true bread which 
came down from heaven ; the bread which I give is my 
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rommanded to be received : it is our bounden duty 6 8 


receive theſe emblems in the way and manner he 

has appoimed ; for, alcho' the receiving the em- 1 

ward elements alone is by no means communica.t. 
3 yer theſe ſigns were ſet up in the 
church by Chriſt himſelf, they are the channels 

b through which he has promiſed to convey grace 
| and peace. to every worthy receiver. Chriſt has 
| commanded us to uſe the means. When he brake 
the bread he ſaid, fate, cat, this is my buch when 
be took the cup, he ſaid, drink ye all of this, for this 
is my blood of the New Tyftament which is fled for A 
Hon, ond for be re and then 4 
tion, this do in remembrance of me. . n 
Here, then, we ſee Chriſt has commanded us to 
uſe the means, and here too we may | 
od the papiſts, who deny the cup to the laity, w 
a nope bot he price hore CH 
wine ; whereas our Lord inſtiruied and gave this 
ſacrament in both kinds; he not only laid f, 
but pRINK. Je all of this; and St. Paul in 
to the Corinthians, who were compoled of laity, ah 
well as clergy, ſays, es oft as ye eat this bread 
DRINK THIS CUP, ye do fbew the Lord's death 
he come. Here he affirms, or, ar lealt, 'implies, | 
that they not only eat the bread but drak of the - 
cup. | Again. The rock from whence, by Meſes's 
ſpeaking, abe water guſbed out, was a type of Chriſt; 


the water was a type of his blogd. St. Payl 
4 2 
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it; for he fays, het rock is Chris and he | 
. of that rock which 
„ OO. Befides, the 
ort of their favourite ductrine of 
if urge this tent, except 
=. ye cat the foſb of the ſan of man, and drink bis blood, 
-: * have wo He in you; altho* theſe words, it is 
wert hot ſpoken of a. facramental eating 
wg of his body and blood : but the fal- 
Hall te ſhewn la irs proper 


the cup to the lairy or people. If theſe 
- are really to be underſtood of the facra- 
of Ge Levi es, (as they would infinn- [| 
me} how Mer ES the lake port of 7 
the verſe? Thrift nor only ſaith, excep? ye ear my | 
| .excepe Je DRINK my Buoop ye bave xo 
. ear! 
e own principle) how can they deny the 
* cup ta the ? Our own church expreſſes her | 
abhorrence of this tenet in her thirtieth article: 
| 8 is not to be denied to the 
+] e for both the pars of the Lord's 


: ment, gad to be miniſtered to all chriſtian 
= *n men ae = 

= ren part or figs then of the Lord's ſupper = = 
= is bread and wine, which be hath commanded to be 
an; both theſe are to be received, neither 
| «aaa leſt we be found to 
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his: commandments ; but, akbo? this is a part, fe 
is nor the whole. Altho* you are by ill meats to 
retxive the outward ordinance, yet you are by no 
means to reſt in it ; the bread and wine will be of 
no: uſe to you, unleſs they are made the neuns f 
falng to your fouls the comforrable e of the 
. Aocd this brings us Web 
ſecond part of this facrament, which is explained 
in the following queſtion and anfwer : the queſtion 
its, What is the inward part or thing figniffed ? The 
anſwer is, The lach and blood of Chrift, which ate 
verify and indeed taken and received by the faithful in 
the Lord's fupper. Bread and wine are the figns of 
the body and blood of Chriſt, the things ſignified ; 
theſe are abſoluely conveyed to the foul of 
believer in this ordinance. The effefts of the aut. 


to convey to us an idea of the 
al refreſhment conveyed to every faithful foul in 
this ſacrament; and fo furely as the bread and 
ceiver, does Chriſt Jeſus enter into the fouls of 
his faithful ſervants, nouriſhing and 
them unto eternal life. Lord, what comdeſhen- 
fion is this! how kind art thou, O mexciful 
thus to Kumble thyſelf for thy people's fakes? to 
refide in them, and to dwell in them, and.to fill 
2 


A EXPOSITION 1 


"©, "what = Vleſed, whar » oring maſter dos the 
This, 1 
bled facrament, to receive the holy Jeſus into 
_ our fouls, © experience him in our hearts as a 
n may all that hear 
beholds the Saviour whom his foul ſeekerh after; 
he is enabled, by the Spirit of God, to ſee his 
Redeemer expiring on the croſs for his falvation; 
in his eyes the mangled body of the crucified Jefus 

Sv evidently fer forth in the bread broken; in his 
eyes the copious ſtreams of his maſter's precious 
bloed are clearly viſible in the wine poured forth. 
Nou is he melted into tears of holy joy. How is 


cafioned theſe ſufferings! how is he humbled 
how is he comforted when he fees his help laid on 
one willing and mighty to fave! how is he tranſ- 
er croſs? when. he fees that Redeemer has pro- 
cured his pardon, and of Ged is made unto” him 
wiſdous, and righteouſneſs, and ſanfifcation, and re- 
Zemption? and the humble returning penitent not 
only ſees theſe things i in the outward elements by 
the eye of fairh, bur, 'by the fame glorious prin- 
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maſter, O, what comfort muſt that foul experi- 


dwell! 

This is really ene re- 
ceiver. The lach and blood of G, which are 
VERILY AND INDEED taken by the faithful; faith 
our catechiſm. The worthy communicant, as our 
church obſerves, ſpiritually cats the fleſh of Chriſt 
and drinks his blood; he is one with Chriſt and 
Chriſt with him, Chriſt dwelleth in him and he in 
Chriſt : to the true believer Chriſt Jeſus is truly 
preſent in this ordinance. Many fouls have expe- 
rienced this to their unſpeakable comfort; many 
finners who have gone to that table in fear and 
trembling, have returned glad and rejoicing. - God 
grant every ſoul here preſent, may feel the ſame 
effects whenever they repair to the Lord's table. 
every one who is in earneſt, to embrace all oppor- 
tunities of reſorting to this banquertof love. You 


mable bleſſings you rob yourſelves of, for all who 
receive this ordinance rightly, . do actually per- 
ceive and know that the Lord Jeſus is preſent 
with them. This is implied in the text: The cup of 
bleſſing which we bleſs, is it net the communion of the 
bleed of Chriſt ? The bread which we break, is it not 
tbe communion of the body of | Chrift:? Communion 
with and communication from the Redeemer. Be- 
levers in thisordinance enjoy ſweet intercourſe.and 


ence' with whom' the bleſſed Jeſus vourklaſes e 


4 Ho delightful 


- their bectheen, with the myſtical. body of Chri, 
and are carried forth in love to all their maſter's 


bleſſed effefts are conveyed to their fouls is faith, 
in the. dleſſed Jeſus, which is the gift of God 
in them by his Spirit, filling them with 
all joy and peace is believing. As this is the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, ſo is it the determination of 
3 our onn church in the former part of her twenty- 
article. . ** The Supper of the Lord is not 
| a ſign of the love the chriiions qxghe 3» 
n ſacrament of our redemption by Chir 
dea; inſomuch that to fuch as rightly, worthily, 
and with faith receive the ſame, the breed which 
we break is a partaking of the body of Chrif, and 
Ukewiſe, the cup of laing is 2 partaking of the 
| ha gages 
=_— .- Theſe: are the happy conſequences of a worthy 
icipation- of the holy | eucharift, bur, then, 


* 
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receives the body and blood- of Chriſt, but the 


variqus, zeafons, which, 1 preſume, I need not 
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6 
yer bis homes nature cannot be in more places 
than one at the ſame time; much leſs would I be 
underſtood to inſinuate, that the outward elements 
of bread and wine undergo the leaſt change as 
to their ſubſtance; God forbid! by faith, indeed, 
the chriſtian, under theſe fymbols, (not in them) 


verted into the body and blood of Chriſt ; the — I 
very thought, I believe is blaſphemy ; leaſt of all A 
would 1 think that the elements are fo change 
as to become the groſs material body and blood af 1 
worſhip; this were abominable idolatry, to be . 
borres of all faithful chriflians. The papilts indeed, — 
Y my brethren, from their deluſions) - > 
the papiſts, I ſay, think to build this blaſphemous © 
doctrine on theſe words of Chriſt, the bread which x 
1 will give is my fleſh. Now theſe words, as I ob- 3 
ſerved before, were not ſpoken of the ſacrament, 
nor had they any relation to it. But then, fay 
they, Chriſt ſaid, at the inſtitution of this facra- 
ment, tale, eat, this is my body; and again, drink» | 
this is, my Md: and that they are his fpicitual 
body and bloog we profeſs to believe, but we can- Eo 
not believe the words in a literal ſenſe 3 as, for 


mulyply to a proteſtant aſſembly; ſo, particular- ; 3 
b. becaue char faith in er, 7 am the guns = @—@— 


* reſerved, 
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* EXPOSITION of 
. Tu the dine, and again, I tm the dey x 


now no one will infer from thence that Chriſt was 


or is 2 material vine or a real door; and, till they 
enn prove this, they can never prove the doctrine 
n n 
Ge Hit memioned : « Tranſybſtantiation, or the 
change of the ſubſtance of bread and wine in 
the fupper of the Lord, cannot be proved by 
<< holy writ, but it is repugnant to the plain words 


aof ſcripture, overthroweth the nature of a fa- 


1 to many fu- 

* perftitions. — The body of Chriſt is given, 
taken, and eaten in the ſupper, only after an 
"< heavenly and ſpiritual manner, and the mean 
* whereby the body of Chriſt is received and 
eaten in the ſupper is faith. The ſacrament of 
© the Lord's ſupper was not by Chriſt's ordinance 


cmd abour, Wed up, of werkip- 
—_ 


- But every worthy receiver of this ordinance is 
a real partaker of the body and blood of Chriſt, 
his pardon is ſealed, and he finds grace to help in 


time of need. 


And now, my brethren, permit me to aſk you 


this ſerious queſtion : have you received the body 
and bloed of Chriſt ? Many of you have this day 


received the ' bread and wine; have you, I fay, 
received the body and blood of Chriſt ? N you 
f 


very fone abbindicy with thoſe ws Wis 8 
have received the Holy Ghoſt becauſe they have 
deen baptized with water. But let me adviſe you 
to aſk your own hearts the queſtion. Have you 
this day met the Lord Jeſus at his holy table? If 
you have, you cannot but know it: H 4 mah is 
freed from pain under which he has longglabouted, 
he cannot but be ſenſible of that freedom; and if 
you have been freed from the weight of lin, you 
cannot but know it; if you have never felr the. 
weight of fin, I am ſure, as yet, Chriſt has heen 
of no ſervice to you. O do not be deluded, but 
„ the next time you repair to the holy 
table, to manifeſt himſelf unto you, and to en 
farth the ſpirit of bis Son into your hearts, that ye 
may be enabled to cry, Abba, Father. This is the 
privilege of every true believer ; God grant it | 
may be yours. The experience of the youre 
God on the ſoul is not an argument of a crazy * 
head, nor of a bad conſtitution; for St. Jabs 
ſairh, Hereby know we that we dwell in hin, and be 
in us, becauſe be hath given us of his Sri Hr. You 
may, indeed, deſpiſe and deride what I am now 
weg: and, if you tre Geeta GIS. 
I cannot help it: you may think all is fafe becauſe 
ceive the outward fign;bur it is my duty to afk you. 
have you received the Lord Jeſus into your hearts 
by faith? Has the Redeemer ſpoke peace unto your 
-fonnls? A man may receive the outward ſign, and be 


Aa EXPOSITION of 
the better. | If you will not believe me, 


1 The wicked, and fuch as be void of a lively 


ih, althe' they do carnally | cod rity pur 


EF 


= _ vith. their teeth (as St... faich) the 4 


Ins wiſe are they partakers of Chriſt; =_ 


2 ther, to their condemnation, do eat and drink 


_ © the — facrament of fo great a thi 


E 5 who receive —— Eat and drink damnation to 
A : they are in a ſtate of ſeparation from 


= God while they thus receive: and if thoſe are not 


A the outward ordinance, who do not ſee 
fire w be.chathed with the righteouſneſs of Chi, 


E YT fuch as theſe, I fay, be not unworthy receivers, 
E I Know not who are. This may ns — 
bur it is an importaxt truth, and whar 

EU acquainted wich; and therefore, 
_ = not received unworthily ? I ſpeak not this to 


_ any from receiving, far from it; I 
would have. all come to the feet of Jeſus in this 

| but then I would have them come with 

| a juſt lente of their own unworthineſs : I would ad- 


no one ta go there with any arrogance or con- 
.ceit; I would: have no one value himſelf upon his 
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bern M= 1 would have him go. as a be. 
ſenfible of his want, and deſitous of merey... Gad 
give you all this diſpoſition of mind wheneyes you | 
To proceed. n 
— i» comple, our catechiſm 
then proceeds to acquaint us with the benefits arif- 
ing from a worthy participation of this holy facra- 
ment. The catechumen is aſked, What. are the 
benefits whereaf we are partakers thereby ? To which 
he anſwers, The frengthening and refreſhing of eur 
fouls by the body and bleed of Chrift, as aur hodies are 
by the bread and wine. Theſe are, the benefits of 


worthily receiving the Lord's fupper. The believer 
in this ſacrament receives the body and blood of 


Chriſt ; and, in conſequence of this, ſpiricual life 


and ftrength is derived to his foul, as animal life 
and health is imparted to the body by outward 
food. The body and blood of Chriſt are the food 


with that wholſome food. 


And here again, m—_— a. 
ſelves. If, in anſwer to the former queſtions, you 


ſay you have received the body and blood of Chriſt, 


freſhed ? Do you perceive ſpiritual life and growth 
in your hearts? If you do not perceive this, you 
may be aſſured you have it not: you know if your 
bodies, after being for ſome time weak and lan- 
i Ss * 
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I would aſk, are your fouls ſtrengthened and re- 
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= ber by a ſupply of food, or any other means, 
wo muſt beſenfibleof ic; you muſt knowir, you 
= mult” experience a difference between, a ftate of 
= _ weakneſs and a ftate of ſtrength. Juſt ſo it is 
wi the foul; if your fouls have been faint and 
= languid, and have afterwards been comforted and 
refteſhed with the preſence of the Redeemer, you 
mult know when a change is made there: If, in 
hort, your ſouls are ſtrengthened and refreſhed by 

_ the boty and blood of Chriſt, you mult be ſenſi- 
ble of it; and, if you are not ſenſible of it, they 
ate not ſtrengthened nor refreſhed. O, my bre- 
thren, beg of God to make you partakers of the 
— bl:Mings promiſed addr Anno 
MM Having ſhewn us the deſign, the nature, and 
= the benefits eden ſupper, the laſt thing 
= . Wark hs peas required is if ako obs 
come to this holy ordinance. The catechumen is 
_ afced, What is required of them who come to the Lord's 
fer To which it is anſwered, To ex2mine them- 
ſelves whether they repent them truly of their former 
n, Rafal purpoſing to lead à new liſe ; have a 
Avely faith in God's nercytlrongb Chrift, with a thank- 

ful remembrance of bis death, and to be in charity with 
all men. Theſe are required of all thoſe who would 


come ze the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper ; they 
_ "are i im themſelves. But let a man examine 
re, * „ 


ther you can come as loſt undone finnths; — 
ther ye —_— Coe eG wont 


e if they have them 
not, they muſt beg of God to endue em with his | 
and to fill them with theſe graces: | 
have them but in an impetfect degree; and come 
humbly for aſſiſtance, God has prov®'%d to fup- 
ply them, and to increaſe their ſtore. Bot the firſt 
thing required let them emefully attend to; they | 
. then uly 2 f 
whenever you bppe * the 1 0's bK 1 : 7 _ 
him to give you unfeigned repentance. Repent- AJ 
ance. towards God you muſt have. If you are de. =O 
firous of mercy, you will certainly repent of, and 4 
be ſorry for, thoſe fins which have ſeparated be- i 
tween you and your God; you will refolve ad © 3 
carneſtly.defire, by his grace and ſpirit, to lead'n 
new life; you will deteſt and abhor your former | = 


you are deſirous of mercy; when you approach bei 
Lord's table, this will de pour fene of mini; =. 
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” ſacrifice of himſelf; and whether, in 


eb wicaber you” Kove faith; yor 
_ mently abit in God, e are 
_ of ein original, (the 'devils believe this) bur 
whether you have a foith in Gets neg through 
Clit; whether you believe at God is able and 
willing to paxdon you. through the blood of the 
wediator, If you have nor this faith, beg of God 
d chene oith it, wait hurably on him for it; 
though ye cannot receive the body and blbod of 
Chiift, the inward ſpiritual grace, yet wait humbly 


| (in the-uſe of the ourward ordinance) defiring to 


receive it, and he has promiſed to hear you. Beg 
of God moreover to make your faich a lively. faith, 
a. vital principle within you, leading you into all 
holineſs of heart and life; above all, quickening 
you to a love of your Redeemer, which is the next 
thing required, viz. 4 thankful remembrance of bis 
death. Do nor chink of purchaſing heaven by 
your own works, but examine yourſelves whether 
you can gratefully call to mind the love of Jeſus 
in kying down his life for your fakes; whether 
You we truly thankful to your Redeemer, for this 


conſequence 
| of this love to your Redeemer, you poſith a ſpirit 
of Jove to your brethren; or, in the words of our 
catechiſm, whether you be in charity with all nen; 
whether you love and defire to promote the hap- 
_ pineſs of all; whether you can forgive: all wi” 
have injured you, as you defire Gad for Chriff's 
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3 
ſelves, bat to his He S you 
_ theſe great ite and graces: if you have, Mm 
not, beg of-him. to death you wich tem. Quly 
r 
he will complete his own work, he m n 
the bruijed rad, aur quench the /monking flax. Ne 
not afraid, my brethren, of coming in th table, 
for the Lord Jeſus is a loving Redeemer, and 
reaches out his hand to every wembling ful that 
approaches him. Come wih a defre: of mercy, 
and he will make you welcome gueſts. 
Thus, afier various interruptions, have I at laſt 
been able to finiſh an expoſition of the catechiſm; 
and, I truſt, I have advanced nothing throughout 
theſe ſermons but what may be fully proved from 
However, if any perſons have any objeftions to 
make againſt what I have offered, as I intend to 
put them in print, they will have an opportunity 
of enforcing theſe objections; to which, if pro- 
poſed in the ſpirit of meekneſs, they may depend 
on a candid anf r. G7 1 
A word or rwo to my own pariſhioners, and/1 | 
have done. My dearly beloved | brethren, 1 
have endeavoured, as well as I have been able; 
r 
ee. as contained in ** chriſtian 


Mes 
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dei owed you. Our 
her miniſters ſhould catechiſe Py 


their reſpottve pariſhes every | 


A | . 
3 2 . * 
2 . . 0 . 
to your exe.” Let me then emreat you, for your | 
», , 44 * 3 ; 1 4 A - | 
i „ to bring them up in | 


— the nurture and admonition of the Lord: do not 
ſoon learn) and at the fame time leave their 

| I am ſenſible it is my duty, i 
as. your miniſter, to go from houſe to houſe, and i 


ut rt r 
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You 3 deſirous of having your children 
inflated in the things of Cod, are welcome to 1 
ſend chem to me. I hope: you will not be dif- 
pleaſed wu the propoſal, as my meaning is ho- 
neſt, and as 1 earneſtiy wiſh even your and their 
falyation..; God knows: my prayers for you are, 
may meet you all with joy at God's awful 

| tribunal. = 
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mercy to his creatures, he has f 
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* * 5 ; „ 0 . 4 9 8 1 * * * - 
are requiſite in us are, repentance, 2 
: - 1 7 F ova .* I 
t a faith in God through Chriſt, 1 
. 2 | Y 

f ; -_ 
4 
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4 prayer, and wait for in the uſe of the means he © 


tt 
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5 % hy 
rebellious creatures through the blood of thy San ; 
incline our hearts to accept thereof, remove from 
+ vs all prejudice againſt thy holy word, and enable 
us to turn unto thee by ſincere repentance. Give 
us, Q:Lord, a ſaving faith in Chriſt Jeſus our R.. 
deemer, and let thy ſpirit enable us to manifeſt our © - 
faith in our lives and converſations. Teach us to 
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ne of our Saviour in all things. 
of thy Son into our hearts, 
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pentance and Reconciliation with God l 
recommended and enforced : 
T 
SERMONS 
; Pzgacued at the | 
| Oo F | 
4 St. Saviour, 1 | | 
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On Sunpay February the 1ſt. And on 1 
Fzipay the 6th, 1756. the Day 
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in particular, 1 now addrefs myſelf; 
, I muſt give an ac- 
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the Spirit of God remove all 


you to determine agreeably to the _ 4 


truth, as it is in Jeſus. 
I have thoughtit my duty (as a miniſter of 


* of England) to preach no other , A 


church. For this reaſon I was determined, 
'by the grace of God, not to flatter, nor ſuſſar 
to flumber in your carnal ſecurity, but 
conſtantly ſet before you the miſery of man 


in a ſtate of nature. ] have endeavoured to # 


his nature is depraved and corrupt; m 
works of his own can recommend him to 


come to God 
the free grace of God in Jeſus 
to his ſoul by faith only ; | 7 
a ſingle ſtep in the divine liſe 2 
Almighty influence and affiſtance of the bleſs. — 
ſed Spirit of God. | I have, moreover, im- 


the love and favour of God;' that man annſt | 4 


g 
yd 
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by the name of a NEW Doc- 
But, my brethren, it is no ew 
ne. It is the old doctrine of the goſpel : 
| Kisthe dofrine of theprimitive fathers, and the 
derive of the church of Exgland,as contained 

In her articles, bomilies, and liturgy. This being 
the caſe, I leave you to judge to whom the 
charge of innovation properly belongs. I only 
defire a fair and impartial examination. Be 
not impoſed on by the ſubtilty or the malice 
men, but aſk. them, whether theſe very 
are not the doctrines of the church 
f England? Only aſk them the queſtion, 
d they muſt be blind indeed (or ſomething 
+) if they deny it. ghar ang, 4 
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wt lad 
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hearts, that my only aim is to deliver my own Z 
foul, and to deal out a bleſſing unto you. " 


* Y 
; v4 » 


_— a real defire to 
your ſalvation has induced me to addreſs you : 
" for God knows my heart's rod aft 1 
dntly 1 love you, the boſs I be loved. 
| brethren, I commend you to God and to the u 
N bis grace in Jelus Chriſt our 

is grace, I hope, you will be 
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and it certainly follows, that if we would de 4 
and we are told in the text, chat the o 
to remove both cauſe and effect, is to 
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E568: in conſequence of this humiliation we ſhall 


ere, and ſhall be exaked to the love | 


_—_ The great reaſon we all have thus to hum- 


Airowlibes before Alinighty God Je an, 


2 the fight of the Lord, 
Wh ha tor And may the good Spiric 


gracious. 
mu here preſent, and give the hana ws, 
and the underſtanding heart, while I am endea- 
reaſon we all have thus 
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ee neee — 
members of ſociety, as parts of one whole, wad = 
4 intereſte? an} contetiel} in axe ems arby 
politic. If we ſurvey the infidelity in priveiple, = 
and the difſoluteneſs in practice, of the peaple of | 
4 this land, we cannot but own that we have . 
| dant reaſon to implore the divine mercy and for- 
N  giveneſs. Our guilt (as a people) riſes in p- 
portion to the bleflings we receive at the hand of 


and can call upon our Redeemer in thoſe ways - 
we ſer laid down in his holy word. And this is 


liged to depend 
are debarred the uſe of the ſcriprures, or at 


have them put into their hands, mangled and - 
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Dur rene cis od beige of Be 0 
vidence. But as this is an evil of a. 


What returns have we made our 
for that free uſe of his holy word be has indulged | 


hands; many prophets and kings have deſired to ſee 
the things which we ſer, and bave nat ſeen thew, and 
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rr God — the vill Toon dur heats, 
"Age ve may vnderitand wit we real? F four 
A ly Speaking) we do bot. To What bur to 
He - _— God's revealed will, and a chttpt - 
bo _ offers of grace which are daily made us, 

| "har "exiſes but theſe cin we 1 


dy 


=_ © Faſhion takes the lead in high iſe : 
= Our men of wit and ſpiri 

. be down to the fame m with the mean and 

"FS - They muſt gratify every ſnſcal appetite | 


* 


1 E method to remove the bible (that bar to — 


pleaſures) 5 pronouncing it ſpurious, ridi- 4 


_ - 9 1 
2 . 
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_ & wo ? 
1 * 
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1 _therhſelves, and go on indulping every filthy loft, 
=_ _ the "commandments of Inu, and 
REY none of his reproofs. 
„ A this is che charafter of many, ſo the practi- 
"a 9 * | 4 a 


ſtant uſe of them? The generality of us 
q 1 owning the ſcripepres to be of 


3 autho 222 
| | to ohr luſts, and as much kept under 

by their power, as if there were no reſtraints for 
N them in the bible. We are pradtical infidels cer- 


Ne are like the diſobedient Fews ; 
we Joath the manna, and are ſurfeited with it; we 
| w 10 ourſelves broken ciſterns ; * 
tain of living water to go to, and prefer the bn 
piety to that bread which came 2 
N | 8 SN EEO P.2 
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5 28775 How world they flak to hear | 
_—. * th react ps? Whereas we (you remember | 
Ie not aiming at any particular perſon, but PB 
= i of ourſelves as a people) are cold and in- 1 
== lifeleſs and inactive. ow of us neg- 1 


1 . a craciied Sen, wich 
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3 This is but a faint ſketch of the infidelity and 
| profaneneſs now. prevailing. You will all, I be. 
lieve, very readily allow, that this age and nation 

are now wicked to a proverb. Infidelity has 

-- tainted the principles, vice and wickedneſs are be- 

© come the practice of the generality of the people 

of this land. This then furely calls upon us to 
humble ourſelves before God; ſince practices of 
this nature will moſt affuredly draw down the di- 
vine vengeance. Nations and kingdoms, as ſuch, 
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. Ae which 
are now no more. This was the method he took 
with his own peculiar people, and this is what we 
of this land have all the reaſon in the world to ex- 
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| Britain, and 
n to berry 
points out to us 
; ano- 
another inſtance of 


fparing us chaſtiſing 
RE while he is 
1 * err 
many of ben) been 47 
fm — 45 
e have had 38 res 
ths ee fn fg 55 
85 wy of the ſhocks 
hr 1 the whole globe, 
| . Swede ve 
= ee thank 
y D forbearance of - 
— God. How are 
turn unto God? 5 SIT 
_—— Or are we a whit * 
de are not. 1 = 
= who call them 3283 
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8 = : 
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We ſee by this how litile theſe men were affe& 


4 


ed by the hand of God, which was ſa lately upon 2 
them. As lintle affected are we. Kew" (is any) 3 
awakenings have been heard of among us in con- 
ſequence of it: we are quite hardened in Go; R 
even to a degree of ſtupidity. Public diverſions, 42 


thoſe inſtruments in the devil's hand, where nq = 


diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt will dare be preſensz, © 
worſhip of God flighted and neglected ; and fhaf " 
1 not viſit for theſe things, faith the Lord? W 2 
are unmoved at what has befallen others, we hang 1 
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moment upon us ? It is no more than 'what has 
opened to others) I ſay, if we are not ſwallowed 
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vengeance upon a guilty 


every ſoul that is not 
blood of Chriſt, is in danger of crer- | 


ner of his vileneſs and wretchedneſs) whoever 
thou art, that are not prepared if God ſhould call 
thee this moment, humble thyſelf before bim, and 


and offences, and in 


frigned forrow for our fins | | 
fication to God for mercy : 


ture, if we are really ſenfible hom grofily we have 
A cur boly God by aftual rramdpelien, we 
_ hall be allied for fo doing: we fhall mourn 


ſelves to be ef than the leaſt of all his mercies. 
FF de are truly humbled, we ſhall not reſt un 
peace is ſpoken to us from God: we thall be 
alarmed at our danger, and groan earneſtly for 
 deliverance.—oar laughter will be turned into mourn- 
ine; all that profane wit and ridicule of holy 
_ things we before allowed ourſelves in, will now 
cht us wo the heart. And we ſhall mourn*over 
_ our ingratitude and rebellion to our bleſſed Re- 
before de- 
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3 mirth and gaity we 


dut Chriſt in euch or 
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The faſt which the Lord will 


courſe mortify the body, and bring it into. ſub- 
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a defire, ar leaſt to forſake it. If we fall, ir will 

I i not outward form and ceremony ; it is not 
praying with our lips will reconcile us to God, 
unlefs our hearts accompany our tongues, and ery 
for mercy. You then who purpoſe to obſerve the 
approaching faſt, will do well to remember, that 
your bare preſence here will be of no avail. Your 
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22 thes ful 5e tall gate bim, and be will 
for. Bebold, here 1 am. And this brings us in the 
re 
turning to God nn 
E 
Humility is the gate of honour : whoſoever 
 kumbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. He that is 
- convinced of his own weakneſs and inability, and 
_ cries to the Lord Jeſus for mercy, ſhall certainly 
ad acceptance : he is thus wounded in order to 
be healed: the Lord delighteth to fave the hum- 
die foul, and to relieve. thoſe that are of a con- 
trite heart: thoſe that are humbled under a ſenſe 
of fin, the Lord will life up to grace here, and 
gary hereafter. ; Beg of God, my brethren, to 
give you a true and hearty repentance. Beſeech 
him to prepare your hearts againſt che approaching 
folemairy, and I can promiſe you, in my maſter's 
name, that if you are really afflifted, and call 
him from the bottom of your hearts, ye 
ſhall find reſt and peace unto your ſouls. Beſeech 
Vim at the fame time to enlarge your hearts and 
lions, that ye may remember your country - 
men as well as yourſelves : and beg of him to be 
merciful, and ſpare this guilty land. I invite you 
in the name of God to humble yourſelves :—be 


 afflified, and mourn, and weep, &c. 


I l ball make no farther application; but ſhall 
reſerve it tothe day itſelf. I only inform you that 


 Timend, God willing, to preach here twice on 
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Ann and the judge deliver 
„ and thei be caff into prifes. Verity 1 1 
N. by no means come ons thence, 8 


ty ; and that we have deſired at leaſt, to humble 
=, ourſelves before him. I craft many a fervent ejacu- | 
__ Ae have been many wreſtling Facbs to-day, God 
= gant they may prove prevailing race! As you 
1 have addreſſed your Redeemer in prayer, I hope 
= you arc diſpoſed to give a candid and diligent at- 
= tention to what I have to offer from thoſe words | 


they were ſpoken by the greateſt preacher hat ever | 


* 


ſee how grolly we have violated it; and that 0 
man living (the man Chriſt Jeſus excepted} was 


* 
To induce us to apply for this royal robe is. ou” 
Lord's defign in the words of the tert: for Aeg 
proved us all guilty before God (which he 
has done, by giving us che ſpiritual mea 
3 ir, and propoſing it with fuch ngvur, and regen 
ar obſervance of of it to ſuch a degree! of exatinels, 
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mere officer, and then be caft 
Veh T ſay unto thee, Then Halt by no 


= aft 
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3 adh. In what manner and at what time, we 
= are to agree with him: agree with thine ad- 
„ whiles thou art in the way with 
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I wall inform you who the officer is, 
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= - here ſpoken of, and the none tf vg 
= Sven into his nope :— and the judge deliver 
* E ' thow be caſt into priſan. Ferily 
"Tag unto thee, Then halt by no mean; come out thence, 
ehen beſt paid the uttermeſt fart hing. 
| Each of which I ſhall endeavour to apply as 1 
. go along: and may the good ſpirit of God breathe 
5 er fools the true btb of li and en- 
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able you to look op to bim for d 
5 in the firſt place, to bes youths 


x man, by nature, is an enemy to him. Wee 
chat God is of purer eyes u to Tila 
1 | evil, that no evil dwells with him, and that with | 
e era no man ſhall ſee ban. Noe wer are 
F of man's beers rl 

aly. The facred writings inform us, that we are 
all gone put of the way ; that «re are altogether bectmie 
| obominable ; that there is none righteous; no not oue : 
conſequently without agreeing with this 

ve ſhall never enjoy his heavenly bliſs. We 
this enmity to God into the world with us; for 

wwe are all, by nature, lern in fin : our natures 'are 
corrupted, and we have no power of ourſelves to 

ſerve and pleaſe God. As the ſcriptures allt 

of this, our hearts (if we examine them) will con- 
vince us of ir, We may have indeed ſome ſpecious 
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| 4hat image was defaerd by his fall: an 


de ent of the forbidden fruit he died to God; he 
ded” to the divine life ; he died to all ſpiritual 
grace and power. This fpiritual death he entailed 
"on his poſterity. We partake of his evil nature, 
and are dead} to God. We have no natural ability 
en ee him: we are all by nature the children of 
A "wrath > we are dead in treſpaſſes and fins. To what 
c us muſtperceive to be more or leſs in all our 

Hearts? Hence the diſeaſed perſons we read of in 
= have an image ef our ſpiritual blindneſs by nature: 
4 the eyes of our minds are ſhut againſt the light of 

ac goſpel: the ſituation of ſuch is repreſented by 

the Apoſtle as that of men having the underſtanding 
4 darkened : the leper full of ſpots and blemiſhes 
n exact picture of the leproſy of fin, with 
2 which our fouls. by nature are infected, and all 
1 their bodily defects are ſo many images of our de- 


3 5 . - 
=”. Pravity and corruption. 


= _cternalGodis a declared enemy: it cannot con- 
it with the purity of the divine eſſence to have 
a communion with perſons in this ſtate; but 
in this ate is every man by nature, and there- 
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grievous fins, yet we have all of us the feeds of 
them in our hearts I and nothing but the divine x 
prevents their ſprouting into action. 

A ſenſe of this made an exemplary chriſtian o fay 3 
(when he heard of a criminal who was carrying to = 
wicked ſelf. I have the fame root of bitterneſs in = 
my deceitful heart ; and it has been owing to the 
reſtraining grace of God alone, that I have been 
preſerved from falling into the ſame fin.” But in = 
many things the beſt of us offend often ; nor, till - 
our natures are renewed by the ſpirit of God, can 
it poſſibly be otherwiſe ! While the fountain is de- .x 
fled, — 1 
and untainted. - Y. $62.6 Os 


Some think that God is not their adverſary, hes =: 
confriteg qrrferm forme coryeed cut. 1 
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of love 90 God, — 
mn. pecrata (as St. Auſtin terms them) 
| — which can never abide tha teſt of 


Men may ſkin over the wound 

i hav inidte in their fouls, by theſe ourward du- 
dies, hut the blood of Chriſt alone, applied by faith, 
Such as in God is not their adverſary be- 
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. do you render an entire obedience to the law 
r God? The law of God is holy, juſt, andy 


— — 
mes perfett ſervice: 3 the 


meed of a Redeemer. payer duſty vo en 
ever ſo little from the path of God's command- 
ments (even in thought) your works will proßt 

| 3; and then every one of us are become 
Thus +" T had not known fin 
iu th the lub: before his converſion he thought 
Hinaſelf a very good man: becauſe he was ſtrict in 
the obſervance of the outward part of ir, and little 
. thought he was a loft finner. But when he ſaw the 


meaning of the law, when he perceived, 
ing ſhort of an univerſal obedience to it 
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1 — When the commandment came, fig 
revived, and I died; when I perceived how rigorous 
the commandment was, the conſciouſneſa of fin 
revived in my foul, and I found myſelf to be dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins ; and in this ſpiritual dead-. 3 
nes hemuit have remained, had not the Lord se 
"Ihe fubflonce of the fit brad vhimin bas the 
eternal God is made our adverſary by original fin 
and actual tranſgreſfſion. Every man by nature 
is at enmity with God. I would therefore aſk every 
ſoul in this congregation (and may the eternal God 
S An you 19 4 SLE 
nature, or are you not ve you the weight 
of fin, and are you fincerely defirous to be freed 
from it by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ? If fo, the 
ſpirit of God is at work upon your hearts: the 
Lord is bringing you out of your natural darkneſs 
into his marvellous light. If not, if you have ne- 
ver ſeen the evil of fin, if you have never mourned 
over ihe corruption of your hearts, but on the con- 
Dr indifferent about 
ſalvation, unconcerned about your 
are in a ſtate of nature: „ INE 
form rhe outward duties of religion, and appear 
view exemplary in the have of nets ue Du 
hearts are unrenewed by the ſpirit of 
Q3 
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_ —— ſtate of nature; you are no better than 
pee fepulchres, which appear beautiful outward, 
3 but within are full of corruption and uncleanneſs. 
Your inward man is corrupted, and defiled with 
dlhy becy Hear this, ye natural men, and tremble 
for, whoever you are, the eternal God is your ad- 
| verſaryy Think my brethren, how powerful an ene - 
my you have to deal with: no wealth can bribe, no 
ſubtlety can deceive, no ſtrength can overcome 
n. Remember, while you are at enmity with 
1 God, that all nature is at enmity with you: you 
dee under the curſe of God: your wealth is often 
a curſe, ſince it is too frequently the means of har- 
ning you in your fins, and drawing you off from 
God: and unleſs you ate reconciled to him, the ſo- 
2 light upon you : and if | 


R 

* a that theſe 
judgments are the inſtruments of that Being whom | 
you have wantonly made your foe ? That they are 
ſent to hurry you into the regions of deſpair ? 

I fear too many of you, my brethren, however 
you may flatter yourſelves, I fear too many of you 
ate in this dreadful ſituation, viz. in a ſtate of en- 
mity with the Lord of hoſts. Good God, how 
Frente cxly! Howcap you enjoy one mimient 
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peace, while this tremendous Being — 
How can you venture to cloſe your eyes to ep 
laſting burnings ? My dear unhappy brethren you = 
are under the curſe of almighty God. And can h 
then be ſafe ? Can you evade his anger Can you 4 


reſiſt omnipotence? O no; the nations of the worl®, 
Compared to him, are no more than a drop of the 
bucket. 


This may be an unpleafing truth, bur 
truth it ſand unleſs your hearts are renewed by 1 
God's * (if God be 2 9 
Be not offended, wy brethren beeaue anger * i 
nel, e the ene 
my's approach ? The ſevereſt puniſhment would 
be his due; and the ſame ſhould 1 deſerve, if I 
neglected to tell you of your danger; eſpecially on 
ſuch a day as this, which is ſet apart for a day of 2 
folemn humiliation : and what means ſo likely to 9 


cauſe you to humble yourſelves before God, as by = 
convincing you of the danger you are in ? What 43 
ſeaſon ſo proper as the preſent, when we have all I 
the reaſon in the world to expect ſome ſignal in- l 
ſtances of the divine diſpleaſure ? However, all I 1 
can ſay is but a dead letter, unleſs the ſpirit bod Y 
God be pleaſed to animate it, and carry it home tay 3 
your hearts. May he therefore open the eyes. A 
your minds, that you-may ſee your danger. May _ 1 
b "2 
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den with God: there is no name under heaven given 
anne men whereby we can be ſaved, but only the 


name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Repentance, and 


ieh in our Lord Jefus Chriſt, are the means of 
the finner's reconciliation with God. By biddi 

us agree with our adverſary then, our Lord ex- 
horts us to repent of our fins, and to believe in 
him. Dy nature we are ſinful and polluted, and 
— this is the method the 


—— ——— 
is pleaſed to direct: the ſinner is by theſe means 
awakened from the lethargy in which he had been 
W long © lulled ; he fees his wrerchedneſs, he 
nivurns-over his guilt, and cries mightily unte God 
or 
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for pardon and deleverance he now ſees. his. uner 
inability to help himſelf, and defires ta ey t 
merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone. He is chas. | | 
wounded, in order that he may be healed..  / 
fame good Spirit, that has awakened him 0 a 
ſenſe of his danger, enables him to ſee bis belp laid 
on one willing and mighty ta ſave. He is led tothe 
throne of Jeſus, where he finds reſt and peace 
ſpoken unto. his foul. He has the con 
ſenſe that his fins are. pardoned, witneſſed to his 
ſoul by the Spirit of God. The Spirit i beareth 
_ witneſs with bis ſpirit, that be is the child of God. 

You, then, who defire to be. reconciled,. or 40 
agree with your adverſary, have a way opened for 
you. You, indeed, have forfeited all title ro 
the favour of God, by the violation of his hw, 


but the bleſſed Jefus has made full fatisfattion. ro ' 


his Father's wrath. He has obeyed the law of 


God in every the moſt minute particular, and, 
by virtue of his perfect obedience, ſhall, you be 
accepted. I now invite you to agree with your 
adverſary, by turning from fin, and believing in 
the name of Jefus Chriſt, be humbled, under a 
ſenſe of your own unworthineſs, and look up by 
faith, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; or rather beg of 
God to give you his Holy Spirit, that you may 
be made acquainted with your own hearts, and 
defire to be experimentally 2 

n It is not 
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a ro expiare your fins, and to bring pardon and 
be ts your fouls. Bur this is the gift of God - 


at in man to turn himſelf to God. Im- 
| then, his Holy Spirit to lead you into all 


in Chriſt thine head. Believe on the Lord 


fect 
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: at what time we are to agree with our adverſary : 
agree with thine adverſary quickly, waiLEs rnou 
ART IN THE WAY with bim. There is no time 
3 own; let me exhort you therefore, quickly to be 
* reconciled to your offended God. Sinner, who- 
ever thou art, (and by the term ſinner I mean all 


Ly 


Know him to be indeed your Saviour ; that 


Thou ſhalt be looked on as per- 
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with him. Now hav en r 
becauſe thou art on this fide eternity: now is thy” 
time to call on him. Thou haſt ſeen numbers fall. 
beſide thee, but as yet thou art ſpared. Memm- 
ber a few-days will put « period 20 thy ily ah: | 
had: now the Lord Jefus Chriſt waits to be gra- 9 
cious unto thee ; he invites thee to be reconciled = 
for ever. When thou comeſt to lic on thy death- 
bed, thou wilt ſee the truth of what I am d. 
vancing ; but then, perhaps, it may be too hae. 
Behold, now is the accepted time; now is the 
day of ſalvation. Again, Thou art at preſent 
3 


ment? If thou art not, 5 
to thine eyes, nor ſuffer the temples of thy heat 
to take any reſt, till thou haſt made a friend'oF - 
this incenſed God. I hope it is with this defirewe 5 
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as lirtle prepared for it as thou art: and yet, Sh 1 


ned bete this ay! O wreſtle with 
in then, by: prayer, intreat him to caſt thy fins 
Ah bark, and ta walk thy polluted foul in 5 
-. the bloby! of Jeſus. — — . 


aid unconcerned as they were, the Lord of hoſts 
made he his arm upon them, and brought upon 
them ſwiftdeſtrudtion. Nor indulge any uncharitable 
their dan greater than thine; (they had not the 
word of God as you have) but reinember the 
words of our Redeemer in this day's goſpel, er- 
cipt ye 'vepent ye uit all Ar periſh. Inſult not 
cer their misfortunes, but be wiſe by their ex- 
_ aniple- Remember their diſtreſs might have been, 


| minded bur fear, 2 
ing way may prove our defolation : who knows 
(unleſs we fincerely turn to him) may | 
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ſuſſer our popiſh enemies to triumph over us? | 
33 


by the want of it: then we may learn to ; 


ſhall be debarred the uſe of it. 
© finner, at this preſent time: hon art in the way 
with bim in his word. The eternal Lord of an- 
gels and men is now in the midſt of this congre- 
N gation; F 


Tow 


up your prayers uno 
He es whether 26 fs for Arie nd hte 


whom the angels are not. fre in his fight. . This God 
is now inviting you, by me, to turn, and lings 
r you, by the vam 
— NR he eee 
rr 
hear him calling unto you, 4 it nothing an youg - 
all ye a D e 
waits Ale gs l. Nn chevy: ON 2 
he feels more for thee than for himſelf; he wants 
ts embrace thee : return chen, whoever thou at, 
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. = haſt been ungrateful to him ; ſerve his ene; 


longer - I challenge thee for my God, 
— thy polluted 
t cloath thee wich the robe of his own 
f 1 ' have ſpoken to your cars, 
may the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſpeak unto all your 
hearts; for unleſs ye obey the call of mercy now, 
* mult expe to hear the voice of judgment 


verſary, my brother, thou wilt be aſſigned over to 
ofa able oings — 
third place, who is meant by the judge, left at any 
time the adverſary deliver thee to the judge. This 
judge is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf : be is ap- 


pointed to be the judge of quick and dead. C 


| appointed a day in the which le will judge the 
— — IS hath ordained, the man 
Chriſt Feſus. Before his tribunal we muſt all ap- 
pear : the Father bath committed all judgment to the 
attended by 2 few poor fiſhermen, will then ap- 
all the celeſtial hoſts. He who had not where to 
lay his bead, will then have the kingdom of bes- 
ven at his diſpoſal, 20 give 10 whomfecver be will. 
He who came meck and lowly into Feruſalem, 
riding on an aſs, will then appear in tremendous 
majeſty, riding on the clouds of heaven. His 
crown of thorns will be exchanged N 
lay all the 
3 * 
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to Jeſus Chriſt as a merciful Saviour; but if thou 


thee to judgment. Thy Redeemer then may juit- . 


afreſh ; thou haſt ated my ſufferings over again; 


thou now rejecteſt with ſcorn, will then, - O: finner, 
be thine angry judge. Be not therefore, ſecure and 
eaſy'; for although thou may'ſt eſcape a temporal 
appear at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt : then every 
thought of thine heart, will be diſcloſed ; all the 
pains thou haſt taken to hide thy wickedneſs and 
deceit from man will then be roo ſlender a cover- 
and thou ſhalt be expoſed and confounded before 
men and angels. Now thou art invited to come 


wilt not hear, if thou art reſolved to harden thy 
heart, remember God will moſt affuredly bring - 


ly fay, ungrateful wretch, what canſt thou - 
in excuſe for thyſelf? Thou haſt crucified me 


thou haſt refuſed the offer of mercy ; now thaw 
haſt nothing to expect but the fiery indignation 
of God, now thou ſhalt find the wrath of an a 
mighty God not fo trifling as thou haſt thought 
with his Father for mercy 
then will he plead for j 
then will he deliver them 16a moſt cruel office. 
— This leads us e 


1 un ner ro PrxISon. Verily+ 1 jay unto 

thes, thou ſhalt by no means come ont thence, till thou 
Neid the uttermoſt This officer is the 
de grand enemy of fouls; with whom 
hardened and impenitent ſinners ſhall be tormented 
forever, He will be the miniſter of God's eter- 
nal vengeance. At the awful tribunal of Chriſt, 
all thoſe whoſe names ſhall not be found. written in 
officer, who will caſt them out into the 
priſm of death and hell: verily I ay ante thee 
(faith our Redeemer) thou Gal by no means come out 
thence 2ill thow haft paid the utiermoſt ſartbing; i. e. 
The finner ſhall never be freed from the 
wements of hell till he has fatisfied the whole law 
of God in every particular, which will be i 
De. If it cannot be done here, hell is a very in- 
place to begin it in. The torments of the 
damned in hell will laſt as long as eternity itſelf. 
Some people indeed will not believe the eternity 
A hell trorments ; but then they muſt not believe 
xzhe bible: if God be true, hell-torments will 
endure for ever: Gs ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
the fro is mit quenched. Fatlow it is the intereſt of 
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.jemember, that the decrees of God are not to be 
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— cher the mand of — iy - 
havg an end at they not very e in has 


chat ie b your powered © 
aber the decrees of Gad: he has detitnirited Wer ME 


this then prevall with you e make the Lord Jellld = 


| Chiilit your friend;, Hr ulthough yo" may ee 
here, yet if you d in your N ſtats, = 


Vs 


not be ere the name E 1 with the 4A 
ſas of liquid fire, come humbly to the 2 9 
Jelus Chriſt, and entreat him to be merefful unto 1 


4 


you. | | is „ 4 4 
The ſum of what has been faid is this, the une 
nal God is an adverſary to every man in e] | 
of nature; and every man that is zo born again 

of the Spirit of Ged, is in a ſtate of nature ; con» 
quently in a ſtate of enmity with God. To this : 
it is every man's intereſt wo de recon- 


* ded; 45 he would avoic} eternal miſery. The 
"way W be thus reconciled, is to turn from 
fin; and be united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by 
an. - This is the work of the Spirit of God, | 
+ whoſe affiftance I would intreat you to implore. 4 
heme beat you 6 call on the Lord Jeſus | 
while be may be found : for depend upon it, if 
refuſe nd rebel, and die without the — | 
Jeſus Chriſt in your hearts, nothing can fave you 
22. damnation of hell. — At the day of = 
over you. This is what you muſt expet. Re- 
ET ET 2 — 
fuling God's gracious call; and if that conſidera- 
N | 
My brethren, your ſouls, your precious fouls 
are at ſtake ; you hang by a very flender thread 
t ts time; harden not your hearts againſt him? 
I what I have faid have its due weight. Do 
23 not ſteel your breaſts againſt what I have offered. 
4 Do not refuſe a bleſſing at my hands: but come 
5 | tothe Lord Jeſus Chriſt and be at peace with him. i 
Remember, it is not I, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
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| xr Sin at oy of hh aig fm bh 
and ſrourges in your fides, and thorns in your eyes, 
until ye periſþ from- off this good land which the 
Lord your God bath given you. 8 


HEs E words are part of the laſt 
which Joſhua made to the [fractites after he 
had led that people into the promiſed land, and 
had given them a ſettlement there; and as they 
contained very uſeful inftru&ions for their future 
conduct, he delivered them in a ſerious and ſolemn 
manner. That the advice he gave them might 
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is written in the book of the law of 


that ye turn not afide therefrom, to the 
. That ye come uot among 


1 
111111 1111 
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Be Je therefore very courageous to 
all that 


or to the 


1 . 
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Wool kinds fir 1 you, cones 
7 

22 of you thenjand : fyr-the 
Lord your Gal be i that hou for ou 
bath been able to fand before you ante this . 


» | This grear and eminent perſon having e 
ally obſerved the commands of God, and 


formed the ſervice appointed for him to 8 
r 
ing their faire peace and 
them the advantages that would attend the fab 
lowing his counſel, and points our to them the 
fatal conſequences that would ariſe from a negle 
of in. He had faithfully execored his commiſſion, 
tian to his brethren) he could not depart in peace 

withbut. recormending. to chem a firm reliance 
on their God, and an implicit obedience do his 

laws. He proves the neceffity of their ng 

all commerce with the idolatrous nations about 


888 
R 5 


3 


S — 
—ͤ the Lind yer Gli 
you'n but they ſhall be ſnares and traps unto you, and 
amg in your fides, and thorns in your eyes, until 
1 the n. 

. privy Gd hmbl, 
forthe regulation of the conduct of his own peo- 
defign to guard againft the incroachments of the 
natural enemies of this land, I imagined it would ©. 
not be improper for us to confider how far the 
words of the text might be applied to ourſclves. 
I have accordingly: felefted them for your preſent 
meditation. In my following diſcourſe I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew, Firf, The reaſons of the advice 
Sven in the text for the [fechtes to love the Lord 
their: God, and W — 
at i (in with wh an: 
ar) and then hl apply eco the pre cx. 
n 

And 1. I am 20 ſhew the reaſons of the ad. 
vice given in the text for the Hraelites to love the 
Lane Weir God, and. to avoid all commerce with 


en —— 
2 they carried with them a Kn. 


3 


of the true God; they remembred the ever- 
laſting oarh that he ſware unto them, and 
ed on that for their falvation. ' After the death of 
Foſeph another king aroſe, who deſpitefully uſed that 
people, and perſecuted them ; the Egyptians bad them 
in ſubjefion, and put a yoke of iron on their necks ; 


evil four bundred years. As they deprived them of 
their liberty, ſo they alienated them from the know 
ledge of the true God. They brought them over 
to idolatry, inſomuch that they worſhipped their idols, 
which turned to their own decay. ming 3 
their miſery, and be heard their complaint. He int / 
his ſervant Moſes to deliver them from their 
and thraldom, and to bring them our into & Webb 


they bound them with bard bondage, and entreated thew 


eve hey bg: As it was among 
children of Na,, God (in his infinite wiſdom) 


them underfond bow thes God by bis hand wanld de- 
Iver them. And accordingly Moſes, in every mi- 
racle he wrought, not only puniſhed the N. 
' for their infidelity and hardneſs of heart; but alſo 
* fully proved, that the powers (which they worſhip- 
ped) were unable to deliver them out of the hand 
of God, or to controul his power. 
And here it may not be iroproper to take a fur- 


fent, nay many of them went ſo far as to conchade, 
—— binds thee wares BE 
that human blood was neeeſſary to make atone- 
rites performed by many : heir offering up their 
fons and their daughters, and canfing them to paſs 
through the fire unto their gods. By the falutary 
effefts they felt from the powers in the | 


theſe powers were veſted in them by God, that they 
chine. 80 groſly ſtupid and beſotted were they 
he. tas kn 
their fouls as well as 
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rained ſhould be expoſed, that they might bu 
ſhamed of their miſdoings 3 that their repentance 
might be fincere, and that they might cleave inore 
 ſedfally unto God after their reformation: and 
therefore the various miracles exhibited by Ayes 


nature was altered, and her powers 
. 


perties of thoſe powers, they and the Egyptians at 
theſe miracles God reclaimed, as due to himſelf a- 
lone, the ſervices they had paid to the material 
agents ; and convinced them that they were only 
of his appointment. 

After this the JFaclites were conducted by a ſe- 
ries of miracles (all rending to the fame purpoſe). 
on their way in the wilderneſs : they frequently 


murmured and rebelled, and fell back into their 


as frequently convinced of their impiety, and of 
God's power in the moſt awful manner. 


and had a fervice appointed them to remind them 
of him; and point out to them that met 


faw, by many miracles, their dependance on him; 


ful to their God, and. to avoid —— 
—__ —— 
reaſon their avoiding all communication and in- 
_ tercourſe with theſe nations z, and that was, that 
very wiſhful eye upon the land of Canna, and o- 
_ mitted no. ſtratagem to obtain — — 
were ſenſible, if once 
' themſelves into the good "I 
and make that people admire their cuſtoms, it 
end; if once they could perſuade thew to 
revolt from Cod, they knew they could then have 
no reaſon to enpect his protection; if once they 
could prevail on them to forſake him, to abandon 
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paths they were trained up in, it would then be no 
difficult matter for them (the heatherns) to catry 
their point. The event proved it ts be wie 
When that people had entirely revolted from God, 
and filed up the meafure of thei iniquity (for that 
time, ) their enemies tout away their Place and nati- 
en; upon their defection from God, they were a- 
bardoned by him; and thro” the luxury and de- 
bauchery introduced among them by the heather 
nations, they were rmable to withſtand them: they 
were tell into captivity by them, and their land was 
ffots over into their cute band : they then per- 
teived it was not to them, but to their country, 
their adverfarics kad paid their chürt, and they 
were accordingly tranſplanted into diſtant lands, 
and their own land frangers devoured it. This was 
the effect of the diſregard ſhewn by the Jratlites 
to the advice of Jb. This was the refult of 
that confiderice they had placed in the open and 
which was to ſhew the reaſons of the advice given 
in the text, for the Maeliles to love the Lotd their 
God, and to avoid all commerce with' the neigh- 
bouring people. I am now to coalider, in the 
ſecond place, the ſpiritual meaning of theſe words, 
in which we are more immediately concerned. Now 
to ſeripture is of private interpretation. Whatever 
| r 
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world, the luſts and affeftions of finful fleſh, and 
the wiles of a moſt malicious enemy the devil. 


 objefts, which we can only obtain through his me- 


ä 


We ane to obſerve, that the people of Nas were 
theſe among whom God thought fit to preſerve the 
evidences of his kingdom, and the emblems of the 
redemption of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt; which he 


is ed 1» lv immedioncly aher the . fall 
The church of ae was repreſentative of (nay 
really .was) the church of Chriſt. Their great 


was 2 type of Jeſus Chriſt, the great leader and 
captain of our falvation. The land of Canaan, 


Into which they were brought, was a type of hea- 


ven which he has purchaſed for us with his own 
blood. The enemies they were cautioned to avoid, 


as thoſe who would ſupplant them in their inherit- 


ance, were typical of the ſpiritual enemies we have 
to encounter with; and which, unleſs we fight 
manfully, will deprive us of our eternal inherit- 
ance. The baits and allurements of a wicked 


We are to cleave ſtedfaſtly unto the Lord our 


| God, unto Jabevab our Redeemer. We are to 


fight under his banner : we are to let nothing 
draw us aſide from the covenant we have made 
with him; nor to expect that happineſs from worldly 


fits: we are to beg God's grace, and the aſſiſt- 
ance of his Holy Spirit, to lead us through the 
wilderneſs of this world: we muſt avoid all fin and 
. | wick ed- 


leader Foſbus (whoſe words we are now conſidering) 
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theſe foes of our own bouſbold, the corruptions of 
our own hearts, leſt they diſpoſſeſa us of our hea- 

venly Canaan we muſt, by no means, deſert our 

Redeemer, left he forſake us at a time when we 

ſhall ſtand in the greateſt need of his preſence : 

we muſt beſeech him to mortify and kill all vices 

in us, and ende us with power from on high. I 
ſhall cloſe this head with the words of a truly 
pious and ingenious * writer, who thus expreſſes 
himſelf on this paſſage, Take good bead therefore 
wo yourſelves, that ye love the Lord your Gal. If 
© theſe were ſtrong motives” (alluding to the two 
preceeding verſes, wherein the [fraclites are pro- 
miſed fucceſs in all their undertakings, and vic- 
tory over their enemies :) © if theſe (faith he) 
were ſtrong motives to that people of gratitude 
and obedience ; how much more engaged are 
<< we thereto by the greater victories which our 
<* heavenly Joſhua, the bleſſed Jeſus, hath obtained 
for us over our ſpiritual enemies; and which 
be ſtill daily performs in us? Yea, if we fol- 
low him, and fight manfully under his bannet 


® The learned and judicious author of The Efay on the fro- 
er lefſons, a very uſeful and chriſtian work, which I would 
particularly recommend to every one's ſerious peruſal. 
worthy gentleman deſerves the thanks of every fincere 
for the religious zeal he every where expreſieth for the har 
of our Redeemer, 2854 
gur excellent church. 


„ we; grande3 20. and for 
that end were enliſted under him) then ſhall ane 
« of us chaſe 6 thouſand ; not indeed by our own 
t ſtrength, but by «be power of Chriſt ; for the 
* Lord our God, he it js that fighteth for us; in 
© all theſe things wwe are more than conquerors thro? 
o him that loved ws. How juſt and reaſonable is 
< it, that we take good beed unto ourſetves, that we 
e the Lord our Gad; love him as our Saviour 
< believe in him as the Lord our God: Lord of 
« all things, but by a ſpecial and peculiar right, 
* the Lord and the God of chriſtians. Elſe, if 
& ze do in any wiſe go back, and cleave unto the rem- 
* nant of theſe nations, even theſe that remain among 
jon, and Hall make marriages with them, and go 
© in unto them, and they to you : know for a certainty, 
4 that the Lord your God will no. more drive aut any 
* of theſe nations from before you ; but they ſpall be 
v ws and traps unto you, and ſcourges in your 
Au, and thorns in your eyes, untill ye periſh from 
' of this good land wohich the Lord your God bath 
** grven you. 
. Wis the lows of ame, defiedien is « cope 
* offence ; and death the , whenever the 
„ crimina] js retaken by his prince, In the chrif- 
tian warfare, the ſame law obtains, but with this 
* fearful difference, that the deſerter meets with 
© his puniſhment in his very crime; the very act 
| 2 of Glintios js dem, To falls hath b 
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banner is chooſing 
: to fare his his kfe, hal 
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latrous, as was that of the heathens mentioned in 


cy, is the true comment on this paſſage, If we 


na ia after that we have received the know- 


lage of the truth, there remaineth no more ſacri- 


Au for fix; but a fearful looking for of judgment, 


<< and fiery indignation, which ſhall droour the adver- 
« faries.” 
Having thus finiſhed what I propoſed from the 


words of the text, I muſt beg your patience while 


I make a ſhort application of them to the preſent 
occaſion. And here, I doubt not, you have been 


the enmity ſubſiſting between the Jews and the 


heathens round about them, and that between us 


and a neighbouring nation: I conſider the Few 


people in a political light only at preſent; and the 


gement to theſe nations, who endeavoured 
to ſupplant them in the good things they enjoyed, 
and to bring them into ſlavery. 

Although the religion of France is not fo ido- 


the text; yet is it not wholly free from idolatry . 
and that it is a religion very unworthy of God is 
certain. Although papiſts do not rob God of his 
honour, as the creator and governor of the uni- 
verſe ; yet they certainly rob him of his honour as 
a Redeemer, by aſcribing ſo much as they do to 
the interceſſion of ſaints and angels. 
If we view the French in a political light, we 
cannot but ſee the neceſſity there is of our avoid- 
1 ing 
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encouraging our artificers by large gratuities, (uu. 
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ing (as much as poſſible) all intercourſe with them, 
as highly detrimental to our trade and nation. 
We do not profeſs an enmity to the perſons of 
that country, as men, and as chriſtians, Gad for- 
bid! That 'be far from us! French politicks and 
French intrigues are what we profeſs ourſelves de- 
clared enemies to: Our national intereſt requires 
it. There are many proteſtants of that nation - 
now reſident among us, who are zealous advo- 
cates for the cauſe of Chriſt ; and who have done 
no ſmall ſervice to the trade and intereſt of Great- 
Britain; and who are as real Ax rI-GaTLicaus 
in their hearts as any En can be. We, I 


ſay, expreſs our averſion to theſe artifices, and de- 


ſigning ſtratagems of the court of France, whereby 
the endeavours to ſubvert our conftirurion ; to 


the regard that nation has for us in various ways, 


in her undermining and ſupplanting us in our trade 


abroad, dividing us into factions and parties at 
home; kidnapping (as I may ſay) our natives for 
Her ſervice ; and ſupplying their places with a ſet 
of ſycophants, who are hardly worthy the name 
of men ; ſtealing from us our manufactures, and 


ſorry 1 am to ſay it, have too little encouragement 


ar home) ro forſake their native country,/and id — | 
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© for that ſtate is not unacquainted with the 
peace as well as war; by exhauſting the riches 
af it, and giving us, in exchange, what ſhall till 
9 : $ - egnervating 


that court ſeems to turn all her — 4& 
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, | preſent broils; but be prepared to rouze the Ni. 


| The only method to prevent her gaining an abſolute 


a conduct. Elſe, if ye do in any wiſe cleave unto 


France, and the many infults we have received from 


|  Giately my province) the cauſe of our holy religi- 


* 


A lion, whenever we have cauſe to ſuſpect her 
emiſfaries are embarked on any deſign againſt us. 


triumph over us, to prevent her raifing herſelf on 


the remnant of theſe nations, even theſe that remain 
ane you, and ſhall make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to you ; 

Know for a certainty, that the Lord your Gad will 
#0 more drive out any of theſe nations from before you , 
but they ſhall be ſnares and traps unto you, and ſcour- 
ges in your fides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye pe- 
bath given you. . 
But the enmity domes. to us by the court of 


her fince the Norman conqueſt, were fully proved, 
on your laſt anniverſary, by a very able and maſ- 
terly hand *. 


Before I conclude, I beg leave ſeriouſly and ear- 
neſtly to recommend to you (as it is more imme- 


on. If our trade and national intereſt ſuffer by 

our communication with that people, fure 1 am 
the ſuperſtition imported from thence by ſome, 
— 
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and frequent ſtabs in our Redeemer's fide. As 
you profeſs yourſelves jealous of the honour of 
your country; be jealous for the honour of the Lord 
your God. While you endeavour to promote the 
Tnbeky of Ilan, ds win in you te tht 
port the church of Exgland ; be careful eſpecially 
to adhere to the doctrines of her articles and ho- 
milies ; which, though at preſent very much de- 
Prove yourſelves faithful diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that after having ſerved your country here, you 
may by a ſtedfaſt faith in his all-prevailing and 
all-atoning merits be admitted, into a country not 
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ike expreſſions, plainly diſcover 
« manner of ſpirit are of. 
to God theſe perſons might be humbled be- 
fore him, and experience the bleſſings they 
now defpiſc ! 
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CanTiICLEs, ii i. 10, 11, 12, 13. 


Fer. 10, U and ſaid mas aa; of 
up, my love, my fair one, and come away. Ver. 
11. For bo, the winter is paſt, the rain is over 
and gone. Ver. 12. The flowers appear on the 

earth, the time of the finging of birds is come, and 
| the woice of the turtle is heard in our land. Ver. 
13. The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and 
the vines with the tender grape give a good ſmell. 

Ariſe, my love, my fair one, and come gway. 


T is's emma walk n 
and ridicule what they know nothing of. The 
Apoſtle deſcribes fuch perſons under the cha- 
rafter of thoſe who * ſpeak evil of what they 
know not. Whatever is beyond the reach of 
their ſhallow comprehenſions, they immediately 
determine it to be abſurd and ridiculous. This 
diſpoſition has induced ſeveral to treat the book of 
Jzrovan himſelf, not only with indifference, 
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ie The e, "of ging. 


30. 6nd R at 
the 
3 them. To ec 
1 the fpirit of God, the 
"= be only a dead letter; and the fre- 
quent peruſal of them will but miniſter to their 


| * greater condemnation. It has been the fate of 


the book of Canich to meet with much of this 


freatment. This book treats of the love of Chrif 


wp his church, or faithful people. 
CD Meek ef di heee ted cam bores 
cannot but pervert it to fuch lewd purpoſes as his 


5 4 — — 
mach by ma of a., * 
. 


| if inſt the by ft of infidel 
carnal reaſaners ; but ſhall only obſerve, = 
book. of Canticles was dictated by the Holy Spirit 


d eemer, and his love to his people, under ſuch 
CID on wes 
+9 und; drums to them. In the 
| text, he invites us to leave dur na- 
tural ſtate of guilt and miſery, and to partake of 
thoſe 


er of this beak, nor the juſtice of its com- 


of God, and deſcribes the excellency of our Re- 
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by his own blood. The church is introduced as, 
wing an account of our Lord's invitation to her: 
ay fair ane, and came amey. For lo! the winter is 
24f, the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear 
on the earth, the time of the ſinging of birds is comes 
and the weice of the turtle is beard in our land i the 


You. muſt be ſenſible that the 2 
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296 1 
words of the tent, under the fame tender and en- 
dearing character. have often obſerved that 
man, being compoſed of a body as well as a foul, 
can receive no ideas but by the mediation of his 
ſenſes. For this reaſon, throughout the facred 
writings, ideas of ſpiritual things are conveyed to 
us under ſenſible images and illuſtrations : emblems 
are taken from nature, in order to acquaint us 
with the ſpiritual truths of the goſpel ; in the paſſage 
before us we have an inſtance of this fort. Chriſt 
expreſſeth the love he bears his church, and his readi- 
neſs to be united to it, by the image of that tender 
union, which ought at leaſt to ſubſiſt between 


"every married pair. Ariſe, my love, my fair one, 


late. How then can the church of Chriſt, being 


and come away. What endearing and engaging 
titles are theſe! How loving and condeſcending 
is it in the merciful Jeſus, to beſtow ſuch epithers 
on his church! for, lovely as ſhe is in his eyes, 
fair and beautiful as ſhe appears before him, the 
and ungrateful ſinners, my brethren, as you and 


compoſed of ſuch diſtorted limbs, appear amiable 
and well proportioned in his ſight ? Not for any 
intrinſic worth or excellency in her, you may be 
certain: the church of Chriſt, conſidered in itſelf 
as compoſed of finful members, is really vile and 
_ polluted with guilt: mankind in themſelves are 
finful, helpleſs, and wretched: what could any 
Oy Senn excel the notice 
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bio of the dietds Take ware veel 
paſſion to her, and he ſpate a 
And, to convince his people that he really loved 
cloathed with frail and feeble fleſh, and at laſt ſhed 
his blood to waſh off all their impurities. —Who 
then among you, my ſinful, ſeeking brethren, 
who among you can doubt the loving kindneſs of 
Jeſus, when he has done fo much to convince you 
of the love he bears his church ? Bur how can 


eyes of her Lord and huſband, when the mem- 


this church be ſaid to be amiable and lovely in the 


bers of her body are defiled with fin ? We read <4 


an fie Bris of Roi. 
| bikes with iniquity, be wed Hes tht Wray ſtrong 
the, of which the matrimonial union is the known + 
einblem ? Why, hete, my brethren, is the gent 
n of godlineſs. This is what the angels defived 
to et into. And to folve this difficulty, to unit 


their wretchedneſs and 
Riles his love ? 
| But our Redeemer demer ſtops not at this title, but 
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2; him. Yet the b. of Jeſus's mercy 
Wich was ripenett into love. But, to pronounce 
her fair. i. e. free and clear from all defilements, 

| ſeems 
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The Beaxtics of Spring, 2 
ſcems a paradox indeed. The church, or congre- 
gation of believers, as compoſed of finful mem- 
bers, muſt of conſequence be ſpotted and defiled 
with fin; but then, by the myſtical union of the 
two natures in the perſon of Chriſt, her ſins were 
; transferred to him; bis righteouſneſs is imputed to 
ber. How the enemies of imputed righteouſneſs 
can otherwiſe account for this deſcription of the 
church in the text, is to me, I own, a myſtery ; 
but, in this light, the riddle is expounded. The 
church of Chriſt is lovely and fair in the eyes of 
God, as being cloathed with the wedding garment 
of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs. As this glorious | 
_ privilege will excite her gratitude, fo will it al- 
ways make her humble, when ſhe recollects that, 
fair as ſhe is, yet, like the moon, ſhe ſhines ma 
borrowed luſtre ; that ſhe is indebted for all her 
ſplendor to the great ſu of righteouſneſs, who roſe 
wpon ber with bealing under bis wings. This fair 
and lovely bride, whom he hath loved with an 
everlaſting love, (admire, O my foul! this amaz- 
ing myſtery of redeeming grace) this bride, which 
is his church, reſolves this ſeeming paradox, in 
her deſcription of herſelf. 7 am * black, but comely 
(O ye daughters of Jeruſalem) I am black and de- 
filed with fin, confidered in myſelf; but I am 
comely and fair, as being inveſted with the righte- 
ouſneſs of my Lord. This church (which qur 
raw: cons... 

Chap. +. 3. 
Te | upon - 
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upon to ariſe from the ſlumber her enemies would 
betray and keep her in, and to come to him by 
prayer and faith. He invites her to come away 
from poverty and diſtreſs, from the power of her 
foes, and ſhelter herſelf in his beloved embraces. 
He invites her to come away from her fears, to 
delightful garden which his right hand had plant- 


cd. In the following verſes he gives her the rea- 


fon of this invitation, and deſcribes the bleſſings 
he had provided for her: For lo, the winter is paſt, 
the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on the 
earth, the time of the ſinging of birds is come, and 
the yoice of the turtle is beard in our land. The fig- 
tree putteth forth ber green figs, and the vines with 
the tender grape give a good fmell. 

The blefſed Jeſus, in this ſweet paſſage, de- 
ſcribes the gifts and graces of his church under 
the emblem of ſpring; wherein nature riſes from 
her gloomy ſlumbers, and puts on her gayeſt li- 
very. The preſent ſeaſon of ſpring is nature's 
reſurrection, and reminds us of the reſurrection 
of our Redeemer, as alſo of the chriſtian's reſur- 
veftion from fin to grace here, and from the 
dreary regions of death, to the bright manſions 
of glory hereafter. It is impoſſible for any 
thing to be more elegantly deſcriptive than the 
deen found in any claſſic author, it would have 
been loaded with praiſes, and extolled to the ſkies. 


| Butitis in God's book, and therefore is paſſed by 


Our blefſed Redeemer, in order to give us the 
higheſt idea of the flouriſhing ſtate of his king- 
dom, paints it to our view under the pleaſing 
image of this ſeaſon of ſpring; what the fun 
does at this time in nature, Jeſus Chriſt, the true 
light of life, continues to do in grace. By taking 
a ſhort ſurvey of the delights of ſpring, you may 
be able to form a faint idea of thoſe delights at- 
| tending a ſpring · time in the ſoul. May the ſpirit 
of God give you all to experience it for your- 
ſelves! but to obſerve the parallel : how delight- 
ful, my brethren, is the preſent return of fpring 
to us all! in winter, we ſaw creation deprived of 
all its ornaments, the trees and plants were ſtripped 
of their verdure, and the fertilizing fap retired to 
their reſpective roots. The fruit of the vines and 
fig-tree failed, and the field did yield no meat; 
every thing had retired to filent ſlumbers, and 
lay buried in the grave of the earth. But now, 
bleſſed be God, who remembers us, how much 
ſoever we forget him, now the ſcene is changed; 
all nature is revived, and wears a ſmiling aſpect. 
The cold dark winter is paſt, the nipping froſts 
are ceaſed, the rain is over and gone, the ftormy 
earth now receives ſuch gentle drops (at proper 
times) as enables it to ſend forth its fruits in its 
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the ging of birds is come, and they delight the 
car with their melodious notes; having, at laft, 


the Spirit ſhall abound more and more. 
This is the image our Lord makes uſe of, in 
order to convey to his people an idea of what he 
has done and is ftill doing for his church. The 


removed. You that are the happy members of 
this myſtical body, can bear your teſtimony to the 
truth of what I am about to deliver: and here, 
— 444 


withour any fears or doubts, for all dangers are 
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of what you 


and diſperſed the clouds of ignorance 
lief, and a glorious goſpel has broke in 
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The Beauties of Spring: 285 
of the nations; in which you find a peaceful ſhel- 
ter from the ſtorms that blow around you, and 
may fit and fing among the branches.” The 
voice of the turtle is beard in your land. The hea- 
venly myſtic dove, the holy Spirit of God, applies 
—— —— He bas 
aſſured you of your peace and pardon, and he often 
breathes upon you, and brings a kind meſſage from 
him whom your ſoul loveth. The fig-tree putterb 
forth ber green figs. You are not barren fig trees; 
you have not only the leaves of an outward pro- 
feffion, but are deſirous of abounding in the fruit 
of all good works. Perhaps indeed infirmities may 
retard your growth, but your fruit is put forth, 
the tree may be known what it is, and in-due time 
ye ſhall be tranſplanted into that happy ſoil, where 
nothing ſhall interrupt the ſhining of your hea- 
venly luminary upon you. The vines with the ten- 
der grape give a goed ſmell. Wild and uncultivated 
as you were by nature, being ingrafted into the 
true vine, you produce grapes, though as yet they 
are but tender ; which nevertheleſs ſend up a grate- 
ful ſmell, a pleafing odour to the Almighty, as be- 
ing the fruits of his Spirit. 

Thus, my brethren, have I given you a faint 
ſketch of your glorious privileges; not ſo much 
to inform. you, of whom I have greater need to 
learn, as to win the careleſs and unawakened fin- 
ner to an ardent longing after a ſhare in your hap- 
py circumſtances. Now the great alteration that 
| 15 
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is made in nature st this ſeaſon, is owing to the 
chearing influences and genial warmth of the fug's 
light. From hence all vegetative life and power | 
fpriogsz it is impoſſible for the leaſt ſhryb or 
meaneſt plant to ſpring from its grave of duſt into 
vegetative life, without the reviving influence of 
the ſun's rays : equally. impoſſible would it have 
been for you, ye ' ſons and daughters of the Al. 
mighty, to raiſe yourſelves from the grave of fin 
and death, in which ye were buried by nature, had 
not Chriſt, the light of the world, wrought upon 
| your hearts, and given the glorious order, looſe 
them and let them go.—lt is obſervable that a vine 
of itſelf will never grow upright ; unleſs it be ſup- 
ported by a wall, or ſome other prop, it always 
creeps upon the ground. Were not you ſupported 
by Chriſt, the wall of falvation which God hath 
appointed, you likewiſe would ftill continue to 
creep upon the ground. Your aſſections would be 
le and groveling ; and 'tis your happy union to 
 Chailt chat has raiſed you up. 
The bleſſed Jeſus having given you the ſweet 
deſcription of your privileges in the text, renews 
his invitation to you to ariſe and came away to him. 
Riſe then, ye heaven-born ſouls, come away from 
all defences of your own deviſing ; came awey from 
fears, from doubts and diſquĩetudes, and take your 
tweet repoſe in the Mediator's arms. But it is time 
1 ſhould remember my promiſe by giving a ſhort 
| View of the text as relating to the returaing finger; 


3 nor 


ie the wrt i the kf forced wha | 
thus applied. 
— © — 
you will force the words, if you apply them to me, the 
firſt part eſpecially. How can I belieue thaſe endear- 
ng titles, my love, my fair one, belong to me ? In- 
deed, my brother, they do belong ta you. | Your 
very concern is a token of your Redeemer's love. 
r 
viour's love? I will anfwer freely, nothing ; but 
rather much to excite his anger. But if there is 


bowels yearn on the returning finer, and he will 
moſt affuredly deliver him. Fear not then the 
applying to yourſelves this happy appellation. AJ- 
though in yourſelves you may be black and de- 
filed with fin, yet in Chriſt Jeſus you are fair and 
comely in the fight of God. Your fins are nailed 
to your Redeemer's croſs, and his righteouſneſs is 
imputed to you. defire I may not be miſunder- 
ſtood here. I would not be thought to encourage 
any hardened impenitent finners to hope for mer- 
ey, and ſtill live in fin : God forbid. Theſe are 
not the perſons I am ſpeaking to; and indeed they 
don t defire comfort from Chriſt ; they are quite 
unconcerned about it. I ſpeak this to encourage 
the penitent finners : to them I ſay, there is mercy 
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* for their fins, who defire to be freed from the power | 
as well as the guilt of them, are entitled to the 

Redeemer's mercy. To theſe I fay, and repeat ir 
again, your fins are nailed to your Saviour's croſs. 
Fear not therefore, nor write bitter things againſt 
yourſelves. To prevent your doing this, your 
bleſſed Lord gives you a moſt engaging title; 
ariſe, my leve, my fair one ; rendered fo by my per- 
come away, from fears and diſtruſt. Come to me: 
does the adverſary purſue thee ? Doſt thou fear, 
or would: thou avoid the wrach of an angry God? 
Come to my arms, where thou ſhalt find a ſhelter. 

Do the enemies of your ſouls perplex, and do your 
corruptions bow you down ? Come then to Jeſus 
Chriſt by faith. Caſt yourſelves upon him; rely 
upon him ; leave your whole concerns with him, 
and ye ſhall find him a fincere and faithful friend. 
Fear not to come to this Redeemer ; for Ie] the 
winter is paſt ; the cold winter of fin is paſt by the 
riſing of Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneſs in the fleſh. 
The rain is over and yone ; juſtice hath nothing to 
require of you, for he has ſuſtained the ſtormy 
wind and tempeſtuous rain of his father's wrath. 
The flowers appear on the earth; the book of God, 
ke a watered garden, abounds with pleaſing flow- 
ers, with many comfortable promiſes, which you 
are invited and are welcome to gather. The time 
of the ſinging of the birds is come. The found of 
a Redeemer is now fung in your cars. The mi- 
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. 
— are 10 lager to you as frvning” 


— — F lend. This is 
of the turtle is beard in your =_ 
Abd to he's praphtry of ke whoknjull 
prepare the way of the Lord, and may 
— 4. with equal juſtice with the former clauſe, 
be applied to the miniſters of Chriſt be they of 
hat denomination they will. Chriſt is preached 


er the Lord Jeſus 

be affured that wherever , 

—— > ate to preach his _ — 
neſs, he has always ſome fouls in that place. 


grant it may be verified this day ! The fig-tree p. 


rr. am ſure the parallel 
« will never hold good ; for if by the green figs 
<< are meant the fruits of faith, I have none, I am 
« perſuaded.” Well, but they may N 
wn thoſe parts? That they may bring fa 
= jon (as the learned Dr. Gill® ob- 
fruit unto perfection 


of which 
Ia his excellent expoſition of the book of Canticles, 


that 
Mr. Hervey gives the following juſt commendation, ci. 
it has * ſuch a copious vem of ſanctiſed invention running 


through it, and is interſperſed with ſuch a variety of delicate 


and brilliant images, as cannot but highly entertain g/curious 


mind. Which preſents us alſo with rakes 
diſplays of Chriſt's perſon, the r 
and the tenderneſs of his love to the church, as cannot | 


miniſter the moſt exquiſite delight to the believing ſoul—Conk- 


U 


* _— 
kay „ 


braſs or tinkling cymbals, but ing ſweetly in your 


for 
unto you, which is 2 fore mark of his love: 


ſerves) © they are always ſcratched and grated with 
«. ſharp iron hooks.” Examine yourſelves therefore 


by this mark, and that will denominate you to be 


trees of the Lord's planting,” although ag yet 
s he maketh not your fruit to grow.“ Your pre- 
ſent fears, anxieties and diſquietudes (and I know 
how to ſympathize with you) are the goads or irong 
which are neceſſary to tear off all your worldly 
truſts and falſe confidences, that Chriſt the ſun of 
righteouſneſs may ſhine out upon you with leſs in- 
terruption, and cauſe your fruit to ſhoot forth and 
bud and bloſſom. The other encouragement given 
yoh to put your whole truſt and confidence. in 
the Redeemer, is, that the vines with the tender 
grapes give a good ſmell. Ignorant as you may 
be of it, you are grafting into Chriſt the true vine; 
the fap and richneſs of this vine are communicat- 
ing to you; and tho? your fruit may at preſent be 
bur ſmall and tender, yet in the bleſſed Jeſus you 
yield a grateful incenſe to the father of ſpirits. — 
My-brethren, you may venture to believe me, that 
theſe privileges are yours. Refuſe not the repeated 
invitation of Chriſt your Lord and ſpouſe, ariſe, 
my love, my fair ane; ariſe from the dark 
of legal fears; come away om the hold of un- 


4 | belief, 
| died js both theſe views, I think, the work reſembles the 
paradiſaical garden, deſcribed by Mz/tez ; in which 


* Bloſſoms and fruits at once of golden hue 
* Appeard, with gay cname['d colours mix d.“ 
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tang hold, ye priſoner of hope and may the 
bleſſed Jeſus enable you fo to do! 

A word to the unconverted, and I have done. 
And may the ſpirit of God bleſs his own work. 
You have heard, my brethren, (if you have given 

me your attention) what great and glorious pri- | 
that believe, or deſire to believe on his name; = 


, namely, prone of ſin, 3 over it, and a crown 1 1 
. concerned whether you ever experience theſe bleſ- 3 
br or not. To you, as Yer, 2 cruciked Savi- J 4 


our bas no beauty that ye ſhould defire bim. Be 
intereſt in Chriſt or no? And yet, my dear bre- 
thren, unleſs you have, good would it bave been 
for you that ye had never been born. But 1 won't 
what love will do. And now I have given my pro- 
hope you will promiſe me one thing in return; and = 


that is, to give me your ſerious attention. I wil _ 
not detain you long, but will ſay what I have tio 


offer in a few words. 

Convinced finner, whoever thou art, (I know 
thee not, but I hope thy own conſcience will find 
thee out) finner, I have a comfortable meſſage this 
| day unto thy foul. Perhaps you doubt it. Tou 
= | U 2 
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quite indifferent about the comforts of the goſ- 
ö pet. Yer, (can you believe it? ſtop and wonder 


kane been a_fwcacer, ſabbath- breaker, Sc. or at 
leaſt, if you are outwardly decent, you have been 


at the news) to you, even to you, does the bleſ- 


ſed Jeſus ſpeak in the words of the text. Spotted 


and defiled with fin as your fouls are, yet if you 
do but find it in your hearts to be truly ſorry for 
your tranſgreſſions, you are fair and lovely in his 


eyes: he will caſt a veil of ſweet oblivion over all 


your imperfections. Sinner, the Lord Jeſus loves 
thee ; he came down from heaven for thee ; he was 


ing ſtain. Hear him then. Attend to his call, 


my dear unhappy, becauſe my unconverted, bre- 


thren. Hear him as he hangs upon the accurſed 
tree calling unto you. Ariſe, my love, my fair one, 
and come away. ** Little doſt thou think that the 
< blood thou now canſt look on with indifference 
<< is ſhed for thee. Ariſe from thy preſent lethargy. 


« Ariſe from thy preſent ſinful tate and come a- 


* way. Come away from fin; come away from 
« all thy former practices; come away from guilt, 
and let me embrace thee in the arms of love.“ 

This is my maſter's invitation; and in the name 
of that adorable Jeſus, and by virtue of the com- 
miſſion he has given me, I call upon thee, O 
man! I call upon thee, O woman! to crucify my 
dear Lord no more. And I promile thee, in the 
| 4 Sas name 
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deſpiſed for thee; he ſuffered and he bled for ther; 
he ſhed his blood to waſh thy foul from fin's defil- 
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name of the everlaſting God, in the name of the 
facred trinity, that if thou art enabled to turn and 

and come humbly to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that thy fins and thine iniquities ſhall be remem- 
bered no more. May the Spirit of God touch 
your hearts, and give you cauſe to bleſs him 
for the words I have ſpoken in your ears this day. 
Auen. 


READ EA, 


7 


F eee f the dvin . ket me en 
treat thee to read with candour and attention the 
above addreſs. © Eſcape for thy life” from the wrath 
Gad; reſolve in his ſtrength, 10 ſeek ſalvation in 
our dear Saviour, and you cannot conceive what real 
happineſs, what exquiſite pleaſure you'll find in the 
purſuit. You'll find prace of conſcience here, and an 
eternal happineſs hereafter. This happineſs, courteous 
Reader, the Author wiſhes thee from bis inmoſt ſoul. 


. 


HE voice of my beloved ſounds 


Over the rocks and riſing grounds ; 
- and +. + mad 


Now thro” the veil of fleſh I fee, 
With eyes of love he looks at me 4 

Now in the golpel's cleareſt glaſs k 
He ſhews the beauties of his face. 


Gently he draws my heart along, 
Both with his beauties and his tongue; 
Riſe, faith my Lord, make haſte away, 
No mortal joys are worth thy ſtay. 


+ K _ 
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The Jeuiſb wintry ſtate is gone, 
miſts are fled, the ſpring comes on; 


The facred Turtle-Dove we hear 


Proclaims the new the joyful year. 


immortal vine of heav'nly root 
Blofſoms and buds, and gives her fruit. 
Lo! we are come to taſte the wine 


And when we hear our Jeſus ſay, 
Riſe up my love, make haſte away ! 
| Our hearts would fain out-fly the wind, | 


And leave all carthly loves behind. 
4 
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MADAM, 
you are ſo much intereſted in the 


of the following diſcourſe, you are certainly 
the propereſt perſon, to whom it ſhould be 


Permit me, then, to beg your kind accept- 
ance of it, with my ſincereſt wiſhes and pray- 
ers, that it may be made uſeſul to you under 
your preſent 


I have not the happineſs to be 
with you, but it gives me real pleaſure to 
hear, that you have © choſen the good part,” 
and are eager to ſecure the one thing need- 


ful.“ 


- N 
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DEDICATION. 


I fincerely congratulate your choice, and 
= yy God that every affliction may bring you | 
” nearer to himſelf, and evidently work to your [| 
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x MADAM, 
humble ſervant, 
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his diſci 


I-crin'd addreſs, for tu 


ſarily give them. 


XVI. 33 


gifts and graces upon his church, 
y to be made upon their own 


her up to ſhare with him, 
iour acquaints 


kingdom and glory. 


* 


for ever in heaven, and from thence 


Joann, 
train 


rein 


HESE words are the concluſion of chat af- 


fectionate and pathetic ſpeech our Lord made 


He lets them know * how expedient 
he ſhould go away from this lower world, that he 


cheer, I have overcome the world. 
And, as our Sav 


the near approach of his ſufferings ; ſo dath 


take care to arm them 


- 
. 
f 
; 
: 


In the world ye ſpall have tribulation 
world, and go unto his F 

them by that tender and we 
which were ſhort! 


: 
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as ſhould 
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lietle as they tben intended it, they would 
be fo ſtaggered by the violence of temp- 
as: to decline, for a ſeaſon, the fpiritudl 
the bour cometh, yea is now come, that ye ſhall 
man io bis own, and ſball leave me 


he immediately ſubjoins, and yet I am not alone, 
becauſe the Father is with me. 

Now, left this his poor diſtreſſed family ſhould 
be fiwallowed up with overmuch ſorrow for their ma. 
er ſufferings, and their own infirmity, or ima- 
gie his affection for them was abated by his fore- 
feeing they would thus deſert him; he kindly 
fooths their grief, and diſpels their fears, by tel 
ing them, verſe 33, Theſe things 1 bare ſpoken unto 


you, that in me ye might have peace. He foretold 


his ſufferings to convince them of his divinity, in 
being able to give them fo circumſtantial an ac- 
count of what was till future, to prepare them for 
the worſt, and to direct them where they might 
find a folid peace and tranquillity, however the 
form of affliftion might blow around them. All 
whoyare in him by a living faith, are at peace with 
enn an inward peace and ſerenity in 
; their own breaſts. The bleſſed Jeſus, the prince 
By {ny (as he is ſtiled Jſaiab ix. 6.) forgot not 
e Bock, but was providing for is peace 


and ſecurity, at the 
very time he himfelf. 
Ker N 
5 death. Nor is our benevolent Reden 
. N uy 6: 
| them a kind 
« Is the worldye ſhall have a 
cheer, I have overcome the world. . 
_ you continue in this vale of tears, _ 
rn be not diſheart- 
Saviour, have ſubdued the — — 
— admenitien, x 
RK ine w 
— "hs gas 0 examine what 
To aſſiſt our meditations 0 ain 
fage, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew _ * 


. 2 the chriſtian's lot, dur- 
as 8 below, In the world ye ſhall 
Guy nevertheleſs, the chriſtian has reaſon 
2 courage, Be of good cheer 

come the world. n 


A practical 3 

of 

code what I have ro off om the —_— 

2 N his bleſ- 

_ what ſhall be delivered — _=- 
or agreeable to the fame! 2 


is plainly this: man is a fallen creature: he de- 
deine image at firſt impreſſed on the foul of man, 
mm only beſpoke his high original, but afforded 
1 him a conſtant ſource of joy and happineſs. While 
3" he preſerved his primitive INNOCERCE, a pleaſing 
4 diſturbance, bleſſed him with inward peace and 
” . rranquillity, and made him as happy as his heart 
mn aching void in his heart, which no carthly enjoy- 
E | 3 o ments can fill up, no worldly aid relieve, nothing 


® Jabv. 7. 


leſs than God can fh A man's own beat will | 
tell him, that he is by nature, the miſcrable crea- 
tue above deſcribed, diffarisfied with almoſt every 
| thing about him, ever in purſuit of fome hap- 
pineſs, he knows he wants, but is at a loſs how to 
attain. The facred ſcriptures will acquaine him 

with the reaſon of all this ; namely, that he is de- 

' frended from an impure original; that he ® was 
ſhaper in iniquity, and in fin did bis mother conceive 

=o him. OY Cs wi Go 
f is imputed, and he finds, by wretched 
ne, that their evil nature is 1 
him.—The whole ſcheme of chriſtianity layeth 
down this for its foundation, viz. That man is a 

"_- fallen creature, and ſtands in need of that redemp- 
tion and deliverance which this ſcheme propoſeth. 
What wonder then, that mankind ſhould be expo- 
ſed to ſuch a variety of inward and outward trials, 
have drawn it down upon themſelves by their de- 
parting from the living God ? If, more eſpecially 
we take into our account the many actual fins and 
| every one's own conſcience accuſe 

him of, we muſt be ſelf-condemned, and ſay thou 
art juſt in all that is brought upen us; for than haſt 
done right, but we have done wickedly.. 
This is the only rational account that can be gi- 
ven of the origin of evil. This at once clears all the 
attributes of God, and lays the blame of fin at the 


* Palm. +Row. v.12. 2 Ne in: 9. 


-% 


* « lots for the reaſon why this world ſhould pre- 
= t us with ſo much uneaſineſs and vexation; ſince 
= * are taught, that fin hath ſet every man's hand 


2 5 his brother, and made us the unhappy in in- 


* | "the benefit of education, the advantages of civil 
and particularly the blefſings of chriſtia- 
XI 'nity have poliſhed and refined men's manners, much 
=” ek this evil is abated. The kind providence of God 
in our behalf, hath directed us how to 


* 
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= of the fallen nature of man, and of his guile ani 
RM " miſery on that account. War, peſtilence, famine, 


= *broughtin with it, and one or other of them af- 
= "fords a conſtant fund of ttouble to the ſons of 
= I have dwelt the longer on this ſubject, not only 
1 to account „ of afflictions we are en- 
13 Rr 
q For whoever confiders this matter attentively muſt 
obſerve, that the tribulation, this world abounds 
* "with, is noe the Er of 
a * — 


3 1 — 


de and death, are the dreadful train, fin hath 


1 


— 


} 
* 
2 
: 
0 a 
iy 
k 


. ituation, and will carry his own tormentor with | 
bim, let him change his place as often as he will... 
-Nay, ſo far from impeaching the divine perfec- 
r 
rather magnify the goodneſs of God to his finful 
.creatures. As this world is not our home, but we 
ate paſſing through it with an incredible ſwiftqek, 
to an eternal ſtate; how good, how gracious: is it 
in 3 1 thus to write vanity on 
on from the objefts of, ſenſe, from an un- 

periſhing world; to ſeek bis lng 

which cannot be moved, and his favour 'which- is 
| better than life itſelf. This is a method he often 
uſes with the children of men, and many an en- 
emplary chriſtian has had reaſon to ſay, before 1 =_ 
was troubled I went wrong. Afflictions ſoften” the 
human heart, and prepare it to receive the gaad 
ſeed, which is the word of God. * And when the 


: 


= 9 


with the plalmiſt, Ir ig good for me that 1 bave er? 
Let us not then arraign the juſtice of our o - = 
6 I but make a becoming uſe of the d. 


Lem iI. / 20 


Au people. For, + as by one man's diſebedi- 
ence, many were made mers; /o by the ala of 


dealings of God with the ſons of men, let us re- 


- member that he bath made a full and ample pro- 
viſion for their recovery. God ſo loved the world, 
. that be ſent bis only begotten Son, that whoſotver bt 


fieverh in bim ſhould not periſb, but have everlaſfing 
LE What we loſt in Adam is abundantly made 
upto us by Ixsus Cnzrsr. If the guilt of the 
former is imputed to his poſterity, the p 
of the latter is imputed alſo to his 


one ſhall many be made righteous. - As our firſt pa- 
rent hath entailed miſery and death on all who 
perſiſt in bis rebellion, fo the ſecond Adam hath 
purchaſed life and peace for his real diſciples, 
he is the} author of eternal ſabvation unto all 
that obey him. ) Behold, then, a glorious "diſplay | 
God himſelf becomes 
the finner's friend and furety, and puts him into a 
method to convert his foreſt troubles into the moſt 


bleflings. This conſideration, as. we 


hall fee hereafter, will ſupport the chriſtian under 
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teuch him the vanity of the creature, and incline- 
kitm-to. a ftill cloſer union to that friend, who. 
never faileth nor decciveth. Diſappoimments in 
life wean him from the world, and prompt him 
wo purſue chat true felicity, which no force, nor 


| all the painful attendants on a feeble conftiution, 
read him a filent but inſtructive lecture on his on 


#acle ſhall no more weigh dum the mind, which 
ln upon mary things. Another trial the be- 
Hever'in Jeſus muſt expect, is perſecution 
. the world. This ſeems to be the principal mean- 
ing of the word /ribulation in our text. 
fair the chriſtian might ſtand with the men of the 
world before his converſion; no ſooner does he 


the reſentment and malice of enraged enemiey,. 
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when we coafider —— — 
for this chearful patience in wibulatian, we may 
ceaſe to wonder. I have overcome the. world. 
| - Bitter enemy as It is, to the diſciples of the lamb, 
© He hath vanquiſhed and entirely routed ts me- 
D fi of Gu be witaciſes of their Ci. 


0 Leigh's Crit. Sacr. 


happineſs are now- thrown ogien,. and every woe 
— — is ſure to find 2 ? 
A An theſe aflifions then, . cn nl , = 


* 


both body and jul in hel. Pl 2B 
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moch n your time, 1 cannot enlarge on "this 
Slang fubjet.. I therefors-make a ſhort 
'of the whole; and ſo conclude. 


elt, let us leam from the world's inability 
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rern belp in time of need. The real 
d may confider them as tokens of his Father's 
5 „and draw — mexwred comfort or e 
of be, who are with «ftitions, — yet 


nen to the folid comfort true religion 
=  Sinfpires?: Jer me entreat you to conſider wherefore 
yan arc thus afflifted. Look upon your various 


The Good of AfſBlion. 
heaven, upon any thing you undertake. : 
member wirhal, your breath id — iN 


and if you die in your fins, W 
from the damnatiom of hell.. 


. 


But happy you who ave retpiving have wilt 
adorable Saviour, in true repentance. Tema. 
fictions, it ſhould ſeem, have indeed been ſunſtũ- 
fied, by rouzing you from pour carnal 
and i your hearts to ſeek the Lond. Fear: 
2% /3-y He will moſt ger 
inly receive you, ng of 200.00 fincere, neither: 
40 I condemn thee, is language he 99h 
" Again, let ſuch as irn 
wen e be thankful. for che prints 
are called to * 3 and to hm bete, as; 
the road that leads to it. That they are to im- 
let them be dejected amidſt the ſevereſt 
fince be who is higher than the 


but their droſs, and in due time, will be 
forth as gold tried in the fire. 


* 2Pet. L. 3. 
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racter. Indeed, diſcourſes of this kind, are chiefly 
to convey inſtruction to the living, who 
alone can receive any benefit from them. Let 
his death therefore teach as to prepare for our own, 
and put us upon examining how matters ſtand 
between God and our ſouls, before we go hence 
and be no more ſeen. ; 
1 mall conclude all with the words of our ex- 
cellent liturgy in the burial office. 

O merciful God, the Father of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, who is the refurreftion and the 
< life, in whom whoſoever believeth ſhall live 
„ though he die, and whoſoever liveth and he- 
<« heveth in him, ſhall not die eternally, who alſo 
< hath taught us (by his holy Apoſtle St. Paul) 
<< not to be ſorry, as men without hope, for them 
<«< that ſleep in him; we meekly beſeech thee, O 
« Father, to raiſe us from the death of fin unto the 
<< life of righteouſneſs ; that when we ſhall depart 
this life, we may reſt in him, as our hope is 
« our. deceaſed brother doth : and that at the g 
© acl ocforaſiſen in the oſt Gay, wa 
found acceptable in thy fight, and receive that 
<«< dleſſing, which thy well-beloved Son ſhall then 
<< pronounce to all that love and fear thee, faying, 
« Come ye bleſſed children of my Father, re- 
* ceive the kingdom prepared for you, from the 

beginning of the world. Grant this, we be- 
<« ſeech thee, O merciful Father, through Jeſu 
« Chriſt our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen.” 
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Promoting Reticious KNOwWIE DSR 
among the Poor ; 


This SERMON is, 


With all Eſteem and Reſpect, i 


4 


fer Cuxisr's Sake, 


Fo Jonss. 


— "wy 


o N 1 
2 Con. v. 14. 


TT is a material defect in all the fyſtems of 
ity which have been left us by the hez- 
then ſages, that however beautiful and lovely they 
have painted virtue to the eyes of men, repreſent- 
ing her precepts as very conducive to their trueſt 
intereſts, yer how Io perform that which is goed they 
find not : they convince us, it is true, of the rea- 


mankind the fame poor, helpleſs creatures they 

find them ; convinced indeed, that univerſal obe- 

dience is juſtly due from a creature to his creator, 

enamoured with the charms of virtue, making 
many a feeble effort towards the practice of iti, 
but ſo tied and bound with the chains of a 1 
and depraved nature, that when they would do, 
evil is preſent with them. 5 
Nor are the ſchemes propoſed to us by the bas 
of infidelity in our own times, leſs 
Y 2 


are. To give mankind . 
inclination to pleaſe God, and to ſerve him ac- 
ceptably, is the ſole prerogatiye of his own reve- 
lation. What all the ſyſtems of men could not 
happily effected. That bleſſed book, the Bible, 
not only acquaints us with our natural finfulnefs 


and method of recovery ; ſhews us on whom our 
Help is laid, and direkte us where to apply for 


Such a principle as this the Apoſtle refers to in 
our text : he had gone through many hardſhips 
for the goſpel's ſake, had met with many difficul- 
ties, was expoſed to many dangers, and held in 
contempt by the wiſe and prudent of the world, 
he ms profeſſions he did, and for 
ſubmittiag to ſuch inconveniencies as his miniſte- 
ral labours brought upon him. But, ſtrange and 
infatuated as he and his aſſociates appeared in the 
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I. What we are to underſtand by the, 
Ul. Whae the oe of Crt conſtrains us bs 
then, in the laſt place, I. 


bo” icati _ 
4 « And may the words of my 3 
* medications of all our 


it, As referring to the love of Chriſt g l 
church, and 2dly, as of a love: of ; 
in the heart of the ine beheves, 


Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin bath my 

mother conceived me, faith the pſalmiſt®. y one 

; man's diſobedience, many were made ſinners, ſaith the 
3 : Apoſtle to the Romans, v. 19. And, not to 
ww proofs, (eſpecially to this afſembly) we 
Tleeac l in the rath verſe of the ſame chapter, By ane 
= mas fin entered into the world, and death by fin; and 


I - "truth, and the whole ſcheme of our redemption 
AY upon this ſuppoſition ; namely, that man is a 


proof of the truth of it. Men are ſtrangers to 
A "this truth, becauſe they do not attend to it, be- 


they will not turn their eyes inward. They 
themſelves their hearts are not ſo bad, and 
ö 


nn nn 
* 


deſperately wicked, 
„ * * 
2 tho 2 man is 1 E 7 
_ ſerene weather, "0 of putrid he = 

preſents a ſurface that le foil T 2 
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him with a total overthrow : then is the ſinner 
convinced of the truth of that 
the o withed are like the troubled ſes when 
„ en ref, hoſe waters ca up mire and dirt. 
'Tikis, then, is the ftate of man, poſſeſſed of 4 
 finful and nature, far gone from origi- 
1 


| — this guilt and wretchedneſs, we 
were expoſed to the penalties of a broken law, 
and obnoxious to the wrath of an offended God. 
To deliver us from this complicated diftreſs, the 
"eternal God, of his own mere mercy and good- 
EET Gena ag rn” 
; whereby all his glorious attributes might harmo- 
| pize in the redemption and recovery of finful 
man. This redemption was effefted by his only 
| begotten Son, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
This truly comfortable method of falvation was 
- pevealed to our firſt parents ſoon after their fall; 
repeated to the patriarchs ; was delineated to the 
church in all their various ceremonies and 
_*Fx- facrifices ; and more clearly predicted by the pro- 
3 And, in the fulneſs of time, ſince fo great 
J vs our miſery, that nothing ſhort of omnipotence 
| could effect our cure, this + Amighty Word leapt 
1 down from beaven, W os, into this 


n 
5 


rance and error. This captain of the hoſts of -the 
Lord dealt deadly havock among our ſpirizzal 
— 2nd opened the tingdavs of Janus to allen, 
Chriſt Jeſus was, in the glory he had enjoyert be- 
fore all worlds, we cannot furely bat acknowlalge 

it was wondrous love that brought him hither... -- 
Contemplate the bleſſel Redeemer of men, as | 
' lowly Jefus, chearfully ſubmũtting to veil his di- 
vinity and godhead in a tabernacle of hum 
fleſh, and contented ro become a deſpiſed man for 
as fitting in the kingdom of heaven, infinicely 
happy in his own perfections, and having all eren 
tures at his control, and then conſider him who 
endured ſuch contradiftion againſt himſelf. Conlider 
him, who ſhall one day come with trettiendeus 
pomp to judge the world, ſtanding as a milefftor 
at a tribunal of his own creatures. In ſhort, Be- 
hold him going about doing good, diſpenſing 
beakh and life to all he met with; fi 
chearfully to hardſhips and reproach, proclaitning 
pardon and falvation to a guilty world, 
out a complete ſalvation for all his true "diſciples, 
by an exact and univerſal obedience to the divine 
law which they had broken, and by 
himſeif to be put to death on the croſs ; md en 
let us fay, whether we have not abundant teuſom 
to admire and adore the love of Chr.” How 


an 8 favs — 
neee ben we confider, that by what he hath 
done and fuffered for us, a complete atonement 
= nidde for all our fins, our pardon purchaſed by 
his blood, together with grace and power to live 
tothe” glory of God, and an eternal inheritance 
_ reſerved for us in the kingdom of heaven. It 
him'ws bear our load, and to fuffer the puniſhment 
due to our fins and tranſgreſſions. For we read 
in the fiſty- third of Jared *, The Lord bath laid on 
> Him the iniquity of up all. 
+. Again, when we obſerve how conſtantly this 
have of Chriſt to his church has exerted itſelf, 

Nad, but hath guarded and protected her to 

cendernefs, and promiſed to be with her always, 
even unto the end of the world ; we cannot but 
adopt the Apoltle's prayer f, that we may know the 
love of Chrift which paſſeth knowledge ; and ſay with 
bimfelf for us an offering and « ſacrifice to God, for a 
fevect ſmelling ſavour. 

Would any fincere chriſtian have his views of our 
Saviour's love enlarged, let him only recollect the 
time when he lived in his fins unrepented of, at a 
diſtance from the God of his ſalvation, the ſport of 
every temptation, the ſlave of Satan, borne down by 
3 torrent of finful and unruly paſſions, and then ler 

® Ver. 6. 1 Eph. ii. 9. 1 Eph. v. 2. 


dim as a brand out of the fire, awakened him © 
a ſenſe of his danger, and upon his humble appli- 
cation for mercy, r 
to his guilty heart. 
Long as | have dwelt on this nu 
cannot prevail upon myſelf to leave it, with» 
out acquainting the poor thoughtleſs finnes, 
is free for him, ready to be manifeſted to bis un- 
- worthy ſoul, will he but repent and turn to God. 
O hear, and would to God you might obey, his 
. gracious invitation. Ce anio me, all ye that ' 
labour, and are beavy laden, and I will give you ref. 
Laden your confciences are, and heavily too, with 
the weight of fin unpardoned : what guilty fears, 
will, at times, thoughtleſs as you are, break in 
upon you! Apply then, I beſeech you, to this 
dear phyſician of ſouls, and he will heal you: if 
vou are but willing to become his diſciples, he like 
the ſun in his meridian glory, will diſpel the clouds 
your nature's ten- fold night, and introduce life and 
light, and peace and joy to your finful ſouls. 
We are in the next place to conſider the expref- 
ſion in the text as denoting a love of Chrift implanted 
in the heart of the true believer. The real ch. 
8536 


Match. xi. 30. 


* , 
1 1 
nande- fir within him. A love to bis dear Re- 
appears in his eyes be faires among ten thouſand. 
Ait is that makes the ſervice of God to be per- 
A freedom: the paths of holineſs no longer ſeem 
Tugged and unpleaſant, but he delighteth in the 
aw. of his God. For, be it obſerved, that this love 
& Girif, which the believer experienceth, is not a 
rating principle wrought in the heart by the Spirit 
.of God, and inclining the poſſeſſor of it to the 
love and practice of every thing that is good and 
-piaiſe-wortby. This gi ves wings to his obedience, 
B re 

Thi is the diſpoſition of a child of God, tbe 
® apright love thee, faith the church; and again, 
+ Fell me, O than whom my ſoul loveth, where thou 
fen. Under the influence of this divine princi- 
<0 the — Guys contin. of a thouſand 


thes kneweft all things, thou knoweft that I love thee, 
Here then is one peculiar excellency of the goſpel 
-Icheme, in that it doth not, like human ſyſtems 


-of morality, require brick without ſtraw, but fur- 
niſhes the true believer with power over his cor- 


- 'uptions, and ſtrength to obey the commandments 


2 — 9 
FL ? # * 
v7 


-of God. The grace of God, or love of Chrif 


1 OI eng ns int: 
- of all holy obedience. 
Which leads us to inquire, - 


. | * Cant. i. 4 + Ver.7. f John 2x. 15, 


* —_— Ow. 
3 


1 
* 


Doctor Hammond * on the place. 


„ do whatſgever it will have 
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II. How the love of Chrift may be faid to c- 
. The word we render confiraia ſignifies, 
to have a perſon entirely in one's power, and to 
AA 
« conſtraining us,” we are to underſtand a 
cul principle in the chriſtian's ſoul fwoedly fabduing 
the corruptions of his heart, and bearing him away 
in the practice of every goſpel duty. And the pat 
ſage is paraphraſed in this ſenſe by the learned 


Not that we are to imagine the Spirit of God 
does violence to our natural powers, or makes 
mere machines of men: no, he deals with us 88 


with rational creatures, and addreſſeth bimGlf 9 


the faculties of our minds. Truths are preſented 


to the underſtanding ; which being enlightened, 
and the judgment ſettled, the will is ſecured an 
the fide of holineſs, and the affections are made to 


follow. The love of Chriſt gently inclines the will, 


and ſweetly conſtrains the foul to all acts of holy 


perior to every motive human ſyſtems furniſh, the 


diſciple of Chriſt is carried on, and like ſome gal- 
lant ſhip, weſhnd dy. winds ang) tram, * 
 baven where be would be. 
Thus what human ſchemes can never accom- 


'pliſh, in that they have no power over the heart 5 


| * Dottor H words are theſe; © Our hue Clit 
| —— —— to 


* = = 


= Ic 


I werb. 
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2 A Serman preectel before the 
of man, what the law cannot do, in that it is weak 
through the feſb ; the love of Crit, a fupernatural 
and divine principle tooted in the heart, fails not 
# produce. Actuated by this, the chriſtian fol- 
lows not 2 round of duty with irkſomeneſs and 
gat, as ſome heavy drudgery ; but efteems it 
Is privilege to walk in the paths of God's com- 
mantiments. It is bis meat and drink 10 do bis bea- 
wenly Father's will. Sin is his grief and burden ; 
nor is he at any time fo truly happy, as when he 
emjoys communion with his Lord, and is enabled 
2 8 * "tw glorify him in a life of holineſs. A war is de- 
| 0 "dared in his heart againſt the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil; and it is the defire of his foul, to 
fight manfully under the captain of his falvation. | 
ue your minds then ſet upon righteouſneſs, 
O ye congregation, and do ye with to practiſe 
tte thing chat is right, O ye ſons of men?“ 
Do you long to be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, and to be tranſlated into the kberty of 
the ſons of G;? Look up to him in fervent prayer 
. " aple, this /ove of Chrift in your hearts, that you 
3 may * adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
1 * «c all things.” 
J But we are to inquire, 

Il. What the Eu of Crit conftrains us 70. 
The love of Chrif, or the ſaving grace of God in 
the heart, is an active, practical principle, leading 
the perſon influenced by it, into the obſervance 
of 


Ee 


of every duty relating to God, our neighbour, 
or ourſelves. The particulars of which, it is not 
to be expected, I ſhould now enlarge upon. Sus 
fice it to remark, that in vain do men talk of the 
goſpel, and experiencing the love of Chrif, if their 
— — 
feſſions they make. 


1 mention this, enn eee 


days who have much to ſay for goſpel- truth, and 
make great pretenſions to the love of Chrif, but 
for want of proper fruit in their conduct, too often 
bring reproach on our moſt holy faith. The truth 
is, men of ſanguine tempers and ſtrong paſſions, 


from an extraordinary flow of ſpirits, which may 
be accounted for mechanically, are led to fancy 
themſelves the favourites of heaven, and affuredly 
poſſeſſed of the love of Chrift : and, if there be 
ſomething of an animal affeftion to the perſon of 


our Saviour, excited by hearing of his love to man- 


kind, the perſuaſion will be ſo much the ſtronger; 
and it is no uncommon caſe, to fee the perfons 


ef ſpiric, ſeif-fallciency and conceit, ſpiritual pill 
attachment to ſyſtem and party, and many unholy 
tempers direftly repugnant to the religion of the 


meek and lowly Jeſus. Now the love of. Chrifh, 


truly and properly ſo called, goes much deeper : 
it is not a notion in the head, or a mere impulſe 
on the paſſions, but a ſolid principle of holineſs, 


may work themſelves up to a certain pitch, and 


above deſcribed, impclled by fiery zeal, birrerneſs 
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A 
Bn 
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fanted in the heart, and influencing the life and 
converſation. 


divine principle, the deſire of whoſe foul is to the 
Redeqaner's name, and who makes it his ſtudy to 


e 


; A Sermon preached before the 


And a man may be an utter ſtran- 


That perſon may be aſſured he is led by this 


141 — With 


A conſtant watch over the appetites of his body, 
and the tempers of his mind, that he be nat over- 
came of evil. With reſpect to his neighbour, this 
heavenly principle admoniſhes him 10 keep a conſci- 
ace void of offence ; to obſerve a decent and quiet 
ſubmiſſion to authority; to be ſtrict and juſt in 
all his dealings; to render to all their dues; to he 
particularly conſcientious in the diſcharge of every 


relative and ſocial duty. Whatever be the true 


.behiever's ſtate of life, he conſiders himſelf as 
Tu Bl. 11, 32. 


£467 "he | placed 


huis love be unlimited and uncircumſcribed, like 
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placed therein by his beloved Lord and maſter, 
that he may glorify him in his generation. Aid 
without a peculiar attention to theſe things, reli- 
gion is no more than a name. For heres faith 
our Saviour, is my Father glorified, that ye bear much | 
fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples. 

Moreover, the true diſciple of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, conſiders himſelf as indiſpenſably bound to 
live in charity with all men, eſpecially to love all 
thoſe who own the Lord Jeſus, however diſtin- 
guiſhed by names or parties. Not confining his 
affection to any particular ſet of men, but to let 


that of his heavenly Father, who cauſeth the ſun 
to ſhine on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain 
on the juſt and on the unjuſt. —He will alſo think 
it incumbent on him, to bear with the infirmiries 
of his brethren, and to cheriſh a ſpirit of forgive- 
neſs and love, even to his bittereſt enemies, meekly 
ſubmitting to cenſure and reproach, and patiently 
bearing the croſs of Chriſt. He will make it his 
ſtudy to do all the good he can, both to the bo- 
dies and fouls of men; to their bodies, by con- 
tributing to their neceſſities, and giving them all 
the relief the providence of God ſhall bleſs him 
with ability for. Eſpecially will it be the delight 
of his heart, to render every ſervice in his power 
to the iramortal fouls of his fellow-finners. Sen- 
fible what bleſſings himſelf hath found, he will 
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who, lately preſerved in ſhipwreck, and ſaſely 


285 - — br the 
long to communicate them to others alſo ; like one, 


landed on fore hoſpitable ſhore, looks out for his 
friends and brethren, who are till rofs'd on the 
poſed to the mercileſs fury of the ſtorm ; throws 
out a fignal, and endeavours to draw them to 
the happy ſpot where he has found ſhelter and 


| And this leads me to conclude with an applics- 


- . tion ſuitable to the preſent occaſion. 


Adtuated, we truſt, by the motive in the text, 
the preſent SocrizTY embarked in their laudable 


deſign to promote the glory of God, and the eter- 


nal welfare of their fellow-creatures. 
with concern the deluge of wickedneſs that over- 


ſpread their country, they were conſtrained to ſtand 


forth and plead the cauſe of Chriſt, againſt the 
prevailing iniquities of the times. The principal 


objects of their charity, are the poor and ignorant, 
amongſt whom they make it their buſineſs to dif- 
perſons ſtand 
nin need of ſuch helps, and that the emiſſaries of 
_ the church of Rome are but too ſucceſsful in poi- 
ſoning the minds of the ignorant and unwary, all 
good men cannot but approve this excellent inſti- 
tution. 


when we conſider how much theſe 


This SocizTy coniiſts of miniſters, and private 
chriſtians of different denominations ; and by a 
happy 
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happy ertin tion of parties, they -agree to leave © 
all lefler differences, and firmly unite in promotivig 
the cauſe of religion and virtue. And it is amaz- 
ing to think, how the good providence of God 


alſo in many other parts of the kingdom: nor b 
their charity confined to this nation only, our A 
rican plantations partake of their bounty, and many 
poor negroes abroad, who were ſtrangers to the 
goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, are now ſending up praiſes 


fit they have received from this SocizTy, It is 
now above eleven years, I think, ſince this Soci- 
ETY was firſt eſtabliſhed, in which time they have 


diftributed upwards of ninety-two thouſand bibles 


and other religious tracts. Not unto us, O Lord, 


not wnto us, but re 
and for thy trutÞ's ſake. 


Such being the nature and the deſign of this | 


SOCIETY, they hope you will not deny them 
your charitable help and affiſtance. They beg, in 
behalf of thouſands of your poor brethren, that 


vou will leave ſomething behind you towards car- 


rying on this work and labour of love. Contribute 
chearfully, if in your power, and give with 3 
willing mind; nor fear the bread you caſt upon 


after many days. 


brethren, not only in this city and ſuburbs, burt 


and thankſgjvings to almighty God, for the bene- 


the waters ſhall be loft, for you ſhall find it again 


Z 2 Having 


kind aſſiſtance, will you indulge me with a few mi- 
4 n 
ECT > weed of adrice 16 the manders 
this SocizTy ? 
— the firf place, my r 
let the conſideration of the goodneſs f 

ſucceſs, excite our praiſe and thankfulneſs. 

can we but adore the e000 
in employing ſuch unworthy creatures, 

ing one poor ſinner his inſtrument to the conver- 


| Gon of another? 6— GRE 5 any 
— B 
fuccels bicherts animate ws to per 
m— gements we muſt expect, but the 
' over all. Reproach 
Gol ham ve ee ned over al Ree 
—— os inarttef tice; but let 
„ in 
| ſuch a cauſe, reproach is our greateſt A 
1 3dly Let us be often putting up our prayers 
the God of all grace, for the continuance of his 
blefling on this our inſtitution, and that he would 
„ 
of many ſouls. 
1 Let us be particularly careful, my be- 
loved brethren, of our own lives and converſati- 
ons; be it our ſtudy, not only to ſpeak 99 


for Chriſt. With how ill a grace ſhall we offer in- 
ſtruction to others, if our lives contradict the profeſ- 
fions we make? Let our own upright and exem- 
plary conduct be a comment on the books, which 
we put into the hands of our poor brethren : let 
us convince the world we have been with Jeſus, 
by ſhewing forth bis praiſe, not only with our lips, but 
in our lives. And, as many as walk according to this 
rule, peace be on them and mercy, and upon the Iracl 
of God. Amen. 
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P R EFACE 


HEN 1 firſt compoſe thi fron, 


had delivered it; but, as 1 find it has been 


more,. I now fend it abroad to anfwer for N- 


ſelf: I fend it forth as my public teſtimony, 
and the world is welcome to treat it as it ſhall 


think proper. I am prepared for the offence 
it will unavoidably give to ſome people ; but, 
bleſſed be God, I am not to be terrified with 
an hard name. If the bleſſed Jeſus ſhall be 
pleaſed to accompany this diſcourſe with his 
divine grace, and make it the inſtrument of 
convincing any ane of my brethren, I ſhall 
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A 


Viſitation SERMON, 


ACTS Chap. xx. latter part of the 26th verſe. 


TFAPPY Pau, who could make this aſſer- 

tion! Happy are thoſe of his fuccefſors, who 
God increaſe their number! Theſe words are part 
of St. Paul's addreſs to the elders of the church at 
Epbeſus, when he was about to depart from them. 
His affairs would not permit him to go to Epbeſas, 
but, when he was at Miletus, he ſummoned the 
elders of the church to appear before him; and, 
when they were come to him, he ſaid unto them, Ye 
know, from the firſt day that I came into Afia, after 
what manner ] have been with you, at all ſeaſons, ſer- 
ving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations which: befel me by the lying — 
in wait of the Jeus; and how I kept back nothing õ 
that was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you and r 
bave taught you publicly, and from houſe to houſe, tef- * 
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a both to the Jews, and aiſo to the Greths, 77. 
Jo Chrift. Aud now behold I go, bound in the Spirit, 
fall me there, ſeve that the Holy Chet witneſſeth in 
* But none of theſe things move me, neither count 7 
| my fe dear unto myſelf, fo that 1 might finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teftify the goſpel of the 
grace of God. And now, behold, I know that ye all 
among whom 1 have gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, ſhall ſee my face no more : wherefore I take you 
10 record this day, that I am pure from the blood of 
all men. The doctrines St. Paul laboured fo car- 
neſtly to inculcate, were, repentance, or converfion 
to God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift : this was 
the commiſſion he had received ; and, becauſe, 
by the grace of God affiſting him, he had exe- 
cuted it faithfully, recommending it by his own 
example, and ſparing no pains to bring fouls on 
their way to his bleſſed maſter, he therefore declared 

that be was pure from the blood of all men. 
This commiſſion every miniſter of the goſpel is 
honoured with, and it is incumbent on us to imi- 
tate the Apoſtles practice, that we too may be able 
to ſay, when we are called to give an account of 
our ſtewardſhip, we are pure from the bleed of all 
men. We cannot but be ſenſible it will be our 
„ to make this decla- 
ration; 
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| ration ; and, before we can juſtly declare this, we. 
muſt have performed, as far as in us lies, what is. 
required of us as miniſters of Chriſt, and what we. 
have ſolemnly promiſed and ſworn to da. ay 

| 1 ſhall, cherefore, make it my buſinels in_the, 

of a golpel miniſter, and then to make a ſuitable = 
application to ourſelves. 
And may the holy and eternal Spirit of God 
vouchſafe us his gracious preſence at this time, may 
he take all our hearts into his own poſſeſſion, may 
he remove all oppoſition and prejudice from our 
minds, and enable us to attend with meekneſs. 
on what ſhall now be delivered, either out of his 
word or agreeable thereto. 

Firſt, then, I am to ſet before you the great 
duties of a goſpel miniſter. 

And here, my reverend and honoured brethren, 
let me intreat your ſerious and candid attention. 
If 1 ſpeak plainly, impure it to a deſire of dif- 
charging the office aſſigned me, and not to any in- 
 clination to offend. 
fis impoſſible to give a full view of the mini- 
ſerial duty in the ſmall compaſs of a diſcourſe : I 
can only inſtance in a few particulars: and firſt, 
tis our duty to preach, not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord. The Apoſtle in the text declares, 
that he is pure from the blood of all men, becauſe 
he had preached repentance toward God, and faith 
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1 
are to preach; we are to tell the people committedto 
nature is depraved and corrupt, and that they muſt 
ceume tothe Lord Jeſus Chriſt for repentance and faith 
| WP have that evil nature removed. The whole ſcope 
and tenor of the ſcripture runs thus : that man is 
a fallen creature, that his nature is averſe to God, 
and that he has no power to turn himſelf frow 
darkneſs unto light by any will of his own. The 
ſcriptures repreſent mankind in a ſtate of nature, 
as dark and blind; they declare, that nothing can 
an unconverted foul, but the reviving 
rays of Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneſs. They give 
us no account of the dignity of our nature, they 
do not amuſe us with a detail of our moral excel- 
lencies, but tell us in plain terms that we are boyz 
in fin, thit ibere is none righteous, no not one, that 
we ure all by nature gone out of the way, that we 
are altogether become abominabie ;, they tell us alſo, 
that nothing can raife us from this diſmal ſtate but 
the operations of the Spirit of God; that of our- 
ſelves we cannot fo much as think a good thought. 
Theſe things therefore, we are to teach and exbart; 
for, till we make our hearers ſenſible of their ſin- 
fulneſs and danger, we cannot expect they will ap- 
ply to the remedy. We are to inform the people 


d 


committed to oug charge, that there is an abſolute 
( before. 


* . b [4 * 1 N. k _—_ 


. * , . 1 


After having convinced finners of the ertor 
cheir ways, ani, by the of God on « 
„ induced them to ſeek for mercy, we 
chew 10 pont out to them the Lord Jefui 
the dear Redeemer of the world, who died for | 
fins, with whom chere is mercy, and with whom 
I - we are to advile 
the alin ofthe Fly Sp of 
God to apply the merits of this bleſſed Redeemer 
A to their hearrs : it is our duty to warn ſinners of 
| che dir they are in, nad t vie them babes 
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8 Chrift ; ag nab 
own abilities is di Tr 


4 ane 


i | on the dignity of their nature, ſo neither ought.. 
they to be told that their own works can plead, 
igel Eaufe with God, or that they have the leaſt, 


U 


ES We ue told in ſcripture, that the heart of man 
only evil continually ; that God hath concluded all 
 andey fin; and with regard to our recovery by Jeſus 
Chriſt, we are told, there is 10 other name under 
enen given among men, whereby they can be ſaved, 
anly the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : There- ; 
fore, being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, = | 
1K 
faith, and that not of yourſebves ; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, left any max ſhould boaft. Theſe 
texts, with many others which might be produced, 
prove, that mankind by nature are in a 
fiate of ſeparation from God, and that their alva - 
tion is entirely owing to the Lord Jeſus 
without their works or | 
' AsThave the authority of the bible, I have alſo 
tze authority of our own church, which, I truſt, . 
Ian always honour and revere next to the word 


of God. DS 
original or birth 
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fin, ſhe declares, © That man is very far gone from | 
« original righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature 
© ——_ - cv, ſo that the fleſh luſteth always 
© contrary to the ſpirit, and therefore in every 
4 e perſon born into the world it deſerveth 
3 wn and damnation.” | 
| This is our church's ſyſtem of natural reli- | 
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In her tenth article of fret - will, ſhe tells us her. 
| ſo much contended for 

a cnt ati ae; dE 
js ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare 
* by his own natural ſtrength and good works, to 
<« faith, and calling upon God ; wherefore we have 
* no power to do good works pleaſing and ac- 
<* ceptable to God, without the grace of God by 
< Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good 
« will, and working with us when we have that 
« good will.” 

And that juſtification by faith alone is 
doAine of the church of England, ſhe convinces 
us in her eleventh article of the 
man. 

« We are accounted righteous before God only 
<« for the merits of our Lord and Sayiour Jeſus 
* Chriſt, through faith, and not for our own 
« works or : Wherefore, that we are 
« juſtified by faith only is a moſt wholſome doc- 
«* trine, and very full of comfort, as more 
« is expreſſed in the homily of juſtification. 

I muſt refer thoſe who are defirous of farther 
evidence, to the excellent homilies of our church, 
where they will find theſe great truths frequently 
and ſtrongly inculcated ; more eſpecially in the 
firſt bomily an falling, in the tus ſermons on ſalvation 
Chriff, and in the firſt bomily en goed works an- 
nexed to faith : theſe evidences ought to. be ad- 
Aaz2 


„ - 


3 
. * 
al 2 * 
4 
, 
* * - 
= 
* 
* +. * 
F 72 * „ aL, 1 N 1 1 
25 * tl G 4 4 TP 


EF. potent pda Ian not 

1. deciy « life of piety and holineſs, God forbid i 
Ia (as I am taught by our own church) that 
we are juſtified by the free grace of God in Chriſt 
| Jelus; - Faith is the inflroment by which this 
| Juſtification is applied to the foul, and works are 


It is plain, works can have no hand in our juſti- 
fication ; becauſe we are expreſly told, that of 


| be juſtified by works, becauſe we can do no good 
works till we are juſtified. They are the fruit of 
the Spirit of God working in the hearts of all 
his people, inclining them both to will and do of 
his gend pleafare. Thus we are told in the twelfth 
article, that good works are the friits of faith, and 
ds follow after (not go before) they follow after 
juan; and even then they cannet endure the 
ſeverity of God's judgment ; yer, being the conle- 
quenee of juſtifying faith, they are pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable ts God. But then I would obſerve, that 
by faich 1 do not mean a bare belief, (the Devils 
have this) but a principle wrought in the ſoul by 
the Holy Spirit of God enabling the finner to fee 
N 


. 


1 
-_ 4 
* .# k + * * * 2 


the fruit and fign of the genuineneſs of our faith. 


eurftives we can do no good works. We cannot 


„ 


r 


(what, I am ſure, I ſhould never have dreamed 
of ) that we are to take jt for granted, that all our 
hearers are Facere believers in Jeſus Chriſt. Now, 


faich, 1 can lock upon no man" to be a 


believer in Jeſus, but one whoſe heart is 


who has felt the weight of ſin, and has experi- 
enced, or, at leaſt, is defirous of experiencing the 
pardon of God to his ſoul : but I cannot look on 
. be ſincere believers, who, though they 
power of the goſpel in their hearts, nor ſhew the 
fruits of it in their lives and converſations; for, as 


Again, if we defire the word ſpoken 
take effect, we muſt be infant in 
1 ſeaſon. We muſt omit no opportunity of inviting iti 
rink 10 do the will of him that ſent us. The mini- 
ſter of Chriſt is always in his clement when he 
is inviting finners to return to his bleſſed maſter. 

Converting 


by us ſhould , 
ſeaſen and out of 


Converting fouls, and not lording it over God's be- 
ritage, is the duty of a chriſtian preacher; and; 
indeed, if our own hearts are ſprinkled with the 
blood of Jeſus, we ſhall defire nothing fo earneſtly 
as to feed the flock of God with the fincere milk 
of the word ; we ſhall not want to baſk in the 
dignities and preferments of the church, but ſhall 
be willing to ſpend and be ſpent in our bleſſed maſ- 


ters ſervice z we ſhall not think we have diſcharged 


ſervices, but ſhall ever be employed in our maſter's 
buſineſs. And if we are not thus employed we 
are none of his ſervants. We may bear his name, 
it is true, but unleſs we are diligent to pub the 
glad tidings ſaluatian by Jeſus Chriſt, we are 
baſtards, and not ſons; we may profeſs to ſerve God, 
but we are all the while ſerving our own belly. 
Once more. It is our indiſpenſable duty to re- 
commend our doctrine by our lives and conver- 
ſations. Whatever may have been our practice 
before we were converted, being once perſuaded 
of the truths of the goſpel, we are bound to em- 
| brace them, and become 9 
all bolineſs of conver ſation. 
They hove 1 adit aue fore Ä 
required of a goſpel miniſter ; and who is ſufficient 
for theſe things ? No one, in his own ſtrength, none 
but ſuch as are aſſiſted by the good ſpirit of God. 


us; and we have great reaſon to beg God's di- 
| Aa4 ions 


Nr. 
This brings me, 2s Ipropoſed, to apply what has 
been ſaid to ouriclyes. | wi 
. And now, my brethren, are we pure from the 
1 of all men? Let us lay our hands on our 
hearts, and aſk ourſelves the queſtion; and may 
the eternal God, in whoſe preſence we are, enable 
va to anſwer aright! do we preach free ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, or do we preach for doctrine the 
commandments of men? We have all folemnly 
engaged to preach free ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
mithout man's merits or deſervings. I would lay a 
greater ſtreſs upon this, becauſe this doctrine is 
grown into great diſrepute of late; and ſome men 
are not only. contented to neglect theſe great truths, 
but have the aſſurance to brand them with enthuſi- 
aſm. n 
and. ſubſcriptions they are to determine; reconcile 
it to the word of God they cannot. 


obſerved, is the doftrine af the goſpel and of our 
own church, and never, till wichio f century ago, 1 


had thoſe who call miniſters the 
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it their duty to ſtem this torrent of i iniquity, and | 


to declare in all their diſcourſes, that that could A 
be no true faith in Chriſt which was unattended = 
with its proper fruits. This 1 
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ſoon abuſed, and, ; 
was at laſt, 
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complains of it. His words are theſe : « That 
« there is a great declenſion from the primitive 
i truths is too manifeſt to be concealed ; yea, and 
the perſons concerned do not deſire it ſhould be 
concealed ; for they proclaim it to the world, 
and therefore they cannot complain that I have 
e _ that 


* 
= ; . K 


voted to be orthodox, and it even paſſes for the 
articles of our church. Nothing will go down 
with the bulk of our clergy but this. All other 
doctrines are eſteemed by them as a religious 
and better fort of canting and gibberiſh ; and 
yet, by the way, it is obſervable, what good 
— theſe gentlemen keep, Pelagians, 
Papilts, and Socinians ; theſe, all along in their 
rades, and their friends, whom yet at other 
times, they pretend to diſlike, and hold no cor- 
reſpondence with, yea, they ſeem to ſhew a 
eat antipathy againſt them; but, it ſeems, 
* they can unite very peaceably in their doftrines, 
& which 1 wiſh may not be a preſage and fore- 
er of their joining in more. God grant 
«* that the perſons who are moſt concerned in this 
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ern 
words already quoted, we muſt be ſenſible, that 


is not the proteſtant but popiſh doftrine. 
If we negleRt to preach the dodtrine of ſalvation 


offended at this plainneſs of ſpeech : thoſe, who 
do not, ought to be told of it; and, I pray, God 

I obſerved before, that this doctrine has been 
branded with the name of enthuſiaſm. 1 ſhall 
convince you of the abſurdity of this notion in 
the words of the divine above-mentioned. 
« Confider how unreaſonable it is to cry out 
<< againſt new lights, to profeſs our diſlike of in- 
<< novations, to condemn the giddy feftaries for 
turning about with every wind of doQrine, and | 
pet to be really guilry of this gurſelwes. 
« nianiſm is a new ſcheme of religion, which de- 
«* faces the antient portraiture we had of the di- 


< and mode of divinity; and yet we boalt that 
our faith is immoveable, that we ſtand faſt and 
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and divines of our church that were our p 
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therefore ourſelves, do we make a con- | 
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e, atewe half fo eager to hunt for ga 
we ate fo hunt after preferment ? Ani tiers whit 
2 mean and ſeacdalbur tling it is for chile whd of 
are honoured with a en from = 2 
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who are to ſtand derween bim and his 1 1 


n and 3 
y running afier the eredt of Haldad ths teri: 3 


Is not that other prophecy fulfilled wpdit us; 1 
2 a 


cage take, 2 fk he coat = 
„ n ae n n 4 
appear at God's tremendous bar? What c we 

ſay to tlioſe poor ſouls who ſhall be deladled by | 


A Viftation Sermon. 
you never told us of the danger we were in; you 
amuſed us with a detail of our fancied perſections, 
and never ſhewed us the way to a crucified Re- 
deemer.”\ They indeed fall die in their iniquities, 
but their bed will God require at our bands. 
> if we believe any thing, unleſs 
we only make a trade of our profeſſion, this, 
f is enough to make the ſtouteſt of us trem- 
Thus have I gone through with what I pro- 
poſed. Whether I have ſaid enough to move you 
I know not; ſure I am, I have faid enough to 
myſelf, and to ſtand abaſhed and confound- 
ed before the face of God. Prudence, .indeed, 
have diftated to me not to have ſpoken fo 
, for fear of giving offence; but, if I 
ſhould be afraid of ſpeaking the truth, good God! 
what" greater cauſe have thoſe to fear who falſify 
their oaths, betray their maſter, and lead millions 
| of fouls into everlaſting deſtruction ?—Lord Jeſus 
them of their danger before it be too late | 
One ward to the congregation, and ] have 
Tou have heard, my brethren, with what free- 
dom I have addreſſed thoſe of my own profeſſion, 
bear then with the fame plainneſs to yourſelves. 
Remember to eſteem and honour thoſe who labour 
among you is ihe word of Gad and dofirine. You 


your duty to pray for us, that we faint t, Ws 


defpiſeth bim that ſent us. 1 ſhall now defire all 
lemn prayer to God for his bleſſing on the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel; which we may do in the 
words of our own church in her ordination ſervice. 

„ Almighty God and moſt merciful Father, 
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PSALM Alvi. 9. . 4 
We have thought of thy loving kindneſs, O God, in 
In verſe the 8th the other tranſlation runs hg 


We wait for thy loving kindneſs, O God, in s 
midf, &c. 


HIS was the language of a very great and 
powerful monarch, who, at the ame time + 
that he preſided over a great and flouriſhing king 
dom, and had abundance of ſoldiers and ſervanjs* 
under him, and could fay unto one man go, and 
he went, and to another come, and he came; 
was fo far from being puffed up, and conceited 
with theſe great privileges, that we frequently - 
find him acknowledging the divine and merciful 
hand, that raiſed him to this degree of magnilit * 
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1 A Cherity Sermon. 
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= 2 hy - irmities, and as often _—_— 
1 the throne of grace, for help and aſſiſtance. * 
= FX. . 
AH. 9 
en. hildren of 
This is the difference between : the former 
RIIIMR 
b wult to themſcives; for which reaf God, 
* their whale truſt and confidence in . 
n = 
WM >.» $97" But i was the peculiar 
. of David to be taught of God, he was 
3 A Spirit, be knew too wAl where his = 
was in any diſtreſs or 


temporal concerns with diſ- 
1 3 Fes powerf r, dee. 
cxevion , 
farward to a 
2 i look 


. . ; 8 : | 
98 * * „ + Y 3 5 4 
OY — _— 
AY 2 , 


* 
4 * 
, — 2 > =o Py t'& @ 

\ = As - u- 5 94 \ 


exghled.by divine grace us rale bis people Nude, 
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. 
ſacrifice, who was to appear, ab thereby Wile | 
his calling and zleffiov fare. | 

David, whatever fone may imagine to the cu 


' traty, was a fincere chviffiun, and believed in 


Chriſt, who was to come : all the difference be- 
tween the believing Jews, before out Lots ad: 
vent, and fincere chriffians, fince that, is, thai 


the former believed in Chriſt who was to come, 


whereas the latter believe in Chriſt who is to come. 


David, as well as Abraham, ii to ſee the day | 
of Chrift, and be ſaw it and was glad. Nay, . © 
David himſelf was a remarkable type of Chriff 


He was one of thoſe worthies St. Paul ſpeaks of, 
who died in faith. He looked up to that rue which 
followed his forefathers, and that rock was GM. 
his book of Pſalms, Chriſt and his 
church are pointed out and deſcribed : In this 
redemption of man by Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſets fork 
the peculiar ornaments and graces of his church, 
under the type of the Jewiſh remple ; in the gin 
verſe he declares what bleflings the fairhfub ex- 
petted therein; we love thighs of thy WARS. 
reer 
* Theſe words I have felefted for yove nn 


no unuſeful reflections on this occaſion. | 
May therefore the holy and eternal Spine . 
cine Wl Gur hearts to an bumble dependance: oa 
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and hope they will forniſh ws with 
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| {Charity Sermon: = 
of the Lord, in the midſt of his temple! 
"In wy following diſcourſe I ſhall endeavour to 


I. What it is the church of God, by the mouth 

_ _ of David, profeſſed to expect, the loving kind- 
& 4 

3. Where this loving kindack was to be met with, 
in his temple. We bave thought of thy loving kind- 
eee 


calamities incident to human life, for them to ex- 

rarer 
The peaceable enjoyment of the land of promiſe; 
repreſented the ref reſerved for the people of Gad, 
in too ſtrong and lively colours, for them not to 
ſee were they where to fix their hopes and de- 
fires.) However unfaſhionable this doctrine may 
- it is nevertheleſs the determination of our 
* - own church, in her ſeventh article. 


7+ The Old Teſtament is not contrary 6 the 
% New: for both in the Old and New Teſtament, 
< everlaſting life is offered to mankind by Chriſt, 
« who is the only mediator between God ang 
« man, being both God and man: wherefore 
© they we not to be heard, win EE 

th | 


LH Geri Sermon. 
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is the language of * for 
segen the "New Teſtament (which 1 look 
upon is" be' the beſt commentary on the Old) the 
——— — 
en, the” book of Plalms is particu- 

to him and his churelr; nor is there 
pine quoted ont of the Pſalms, but 
— — 
* Chit ne Geckeed,” that be muſt full all 
things which were written in the law of Moſes, 
. ran 
Wa 

2 d6'wrne;” a6 cur own cherch, and 
the holy ſcriptures have determined, that all man- 
Kind tf with Adam; and that there is 10 other 
tin bs ad, but only the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chef, it will appear highly neceſſary, that the 
and fathers under the law, ſhould have 
| hid a comfortable proſpect of that redemption, it 
was revealed to man, immediately after his fall, 
was cbiitinued and handed down to the true Ifracl- 
1 i, in various types and prophecies, and at laſt 
= | as 7 ee che the 
V "The author to the Hebrews has aſſerted, that 
- many of the old worthies died in faith; that their 
9 ne was entirely ow- 
ing 
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A Charity bam. nn 7 
ing to their faith; and a greater than he has un, 
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looked for and expected ; rhey did not pretend to 


(as too many who call themſelves chniffians now do) 


| but depended on Chriſt for ſalvation. - This was 
the loving kindneſs they thought of, and waited 


knew they had incurred the diſpleaſure of God, 


but they did not go about to pacify his wrath in 
weir own ſtrength ; bur offered ſacrifices and ob- 


Theſe facrifices were emblems 2 


grand and all-atoning facrifice of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the Jews underſtood them in this ſenſe ; nor 
can the various inſtitutions and ceremonies of the 


Jewiſh law, their offerings, waſhings, purifica- 
tions, and many other appointments, be any 


otherwiſe accounted for, than as they were deſign- 
ed to foreſhew, by way of figure, the great atone- 


ment that was afterwards to appear. A ſmall ac- 


quaintance with the original ſcriptures, will con- 
vince any any ef NIECE ET and who- 


tle to the Hebrews, will be confirmed in this opt 
nion. 


We ſe then, that the church of God, by the 
mouth of David in this pſalm, profelſed io expett 
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or to point out and deſcribe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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have it not in our own power, to give ourſelves 
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in his vanous offices and relations to his church. 


rebellious. creatures : and to find out a way of 
eternal ſalvation for them, was ſurely a love that 
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2 - kindnefs of the Lord. Thar the ample was a 


. wpc'of Chi: body, is a known truth. Our 
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3 and in three days I will raiſe it up. 
Tie tabernacle we know, (after the — 0 
which the temple was built) was deſcribed to 
Au by God himſelf. See ibom make every thing (faith 
he) eccoriiing to the pattern which 1 fewed unto thee in 
„ | 

- Here their public worſhip was ſolemnized, to 
inform them, that all their prayers and ſupplica- 
tions were to be offered up, through the merits of 
Chiiſt; bere their facrifices were brought, intimat- 
ing, that without Gedding rhe blood of Chrift Fefus 
there was no remifien. 
It would take up more time, than the preſent 
opportunity will allow, to deſcribe the ſeveral parts 
of the Jewiſh temple, and to ſhew the relation they 
bore to Chriſt : The gth chapter to the Hebrews 
dwells very much upon this ; we have a general 
deſcription of the tabernacle, or temple, in the five 
kit verſes of that chapter. hen verily the firſt 
covenant bad alſo ordinances of divine ſervice, and a 
| worldly ſantinary. For there was a tabernacle made, 
the fot wherein was the candleftick, and the table, and 
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after the ſecond vail, the tabernacle which is called 
tbe Holieff of all ; which bad the golden cenſer, and 
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ond Aaron's rod that budded ;, and the tables of the 
covenant ; and over it the cherubims of glary, ſhadowing 
the mercy-ſeat, of which we cannot now ſpeak parti- 
cxlarh, All theſe were remarkably deſcriptive of 
I ſhall only mention at preſent the Haly of Ho- 
| hes. This was a known type of heaven. The 
5 high prieſt, who entered ints it once a car, de- 
| noted the entrance of Jeſus Chriſt, our goſpel high 
prieſt, into heaven itſelf, the true Holy of Hohes, 
| to obtain eternal redemption for all his faichful fex- 
| vants. The cherubims on the mercy-ſcart, were 
| an hieroglyphical repreſentation of the adorable 
ö trinity; ene 
id before e fages in heaven, The Holy 
of Holies, with its appurtenances, is expreſly called 
dy the Apoſtle the pattern of heaven; for ſpeak- 
+ ing of their being ſprinkled with blood, = 
He faith, It was therefore neceſſary, that the pat- 
terns of things in the heavens ſhould be purified with 
theſe ; but the heavenly things themſebves with better | 
ſacrifices than theſe. For Chriſt is nat entered into the 
holy places made with bands, <which axe the figures of- 
the true, but into heaven itſelf, now 1% appear in the 
ſence of Cad far us. So in applying this to Chriſt, 
he faith, no when theſe things ware thes ordained, 
the priefts went alas into the firſt taheFniacle, accam- 
Phiſhing the ſervice of Ged ; but me Jonny wants 
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us with all joy and peace in believing. If we are 
in treſpaſſes and fins, he will not fail to rouze us, 
| give thee light. When our 
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crimes, when we are oppreſſed with the weight of 


he will ſpeak 
fincere repentance, 

— 1 de will not remember the fins 
— * of our youth, but according to bis marey - 
will be think upon us for bis goodneſs. He will re» 
move far from us our fins and iniquities ; he-will 
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neſa, and he will clothe us with the of 
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1 in their literal ſenſe. 3 F Lord in 
; Lan wait fer the loving kindueſs of 1 
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you to reſort to it. Ic is not the ene the | 
place, it is not ſaying The temple of the Lud, the 
= of the Lord, that will ſtand you in any teach 
p unleſs you attend on his holy ordinances Apen“ 
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able witneſs of it to yourſelves, Be not contented 
It is 


1 


. 


3 
4 


. 
. 
: . q - 
4 © l 2 
9 
. 
. - K 
1 * 
3 „ Bn 
=” 1 4 4 


in a living temple, renewed and ſanRtified by 
Holy Ghoſt; let us implore his divine llc 8 
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dren, theſe little members of Chrift's church, who- 
wait for your loving kindneſi in the midſt of Godly 
temple. You are the inftruments defigned to 


you are commanded ta da ; it is your in. 
duty. You whe in RS 


1 1 merit in acts of this nature, are to do as you pleaſes, 
1 FE . and your very prayers will be an 

T  #outbe Lord. 
4 But I now addreſs myſelf to the chriſtian at 
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rt Sarvarroxn. With of, <i win 
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